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INTRODUCTION. 



The purpose of this little volume is to present, in an en- 
during form, the Family Kecord of Deacons James W. and 
Elisha S. Converse, their immediate family eonneclions, and 
also one line of the descendants of the following parties : — 

Roger de Coigneries, of Durham, England, 106G. 
Dejicon Edward Convers, of Charlestown, Mass., lOSO. 
Itohert Wheaton, of Salem, Mass., l<)3r). 
John Coolidge, Watertown, Mass., KWO. 
William Edmonds, Lvnn, Mass., Hu\0. 

The author is under obliiration to Miss E. D. Larned, the 
distinguished historian of Windham County, Conn., for much 
information concerning the family })etween the years 1710 
and 1820; to Sherman Converse, P]sq., of Wohurn, Mass. ; 
to Hon. Abiel Converse, of Thompson, Conn. ; to Mr. A. 
M. Knapp, assistant librarian Boston Public Library ; and 
to others too numerous to mention here. 

Much more would cheerfully have been added, if it could 
readily have been obtained. Many errors and omissions 
will undoubtedly be found, therefore blank pages will be 
left in the back part of this book for the correction of such 
by the finder, also for the additions, as they shall occur, of 
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future marriages, births, deaths, and removals. Probably, 
at some future time, a supplement will be printed, and if 
membei*s of the family will send to the author information 
of such corrections that should be made, and such changes 
as may take place, it will be carefully preserved, and col- 
la£ed, with a view to publication. 

But a few volumes of this book will be issued, and these 
chiefly for the use of members of the families above men- 
tioned, and are not for sale. 

A sketch from our manuscript of the English branch of 
the Conyers family has heretofore appeared in the ** Win- 
chester (Mass.) Record." 



ERRATA. 
Pat'cs 10, 39, " Dianna" should be spelled Diana. 
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COOLIDGE, 

ANCESTRY OF EMELINE COOLIDGE, WIFE OF DEACON 

JAMES W. CONVERSE. 



1. Thomas* Colynge. The first Coolidgc mentioned by 
Mr. H. G. Somerby appears in Arrington, Cambridgeshire, 
England. The name has undcTgone various orthogniphic 
changes from the time of it.s adoption from the viHage of 
Cowlinge, in Suffolk, on the borders of Cambridgeshire, the 
first of the name probably l)eing styled de Cowling, or de 
Cooling, as lord of the manor (here, which family soon after 
removed to Cambridgeshire, and si)elled the name at differ- 
ent periods, Coaling, (^owlidge, Colynge, Cullidge, Coledge, 
<Jooledge, and Coolidge. His will was dated Fel). 11, 141)5, 
and proved in the Bishop's Court of Kly the same year. He 
had four children: William, John*^, Agne.'s, and Alice. 

2. JoHN'-^ Colynge (Thomas') lived in Arrington ; mar- 
ried Alice ; she was not living in 1524. His will was 

dated Dec. G, 1524; proved Dec. 10, 1524; had two chil- 
dren : Roger and Thomas'-^. 

3. Thomas^ Collyncjk (John-^, Thomas^) died i)r()bably 
before 1524; was mentioned in his father's will ; had one 
child : John'*. 

4. John"* Cooled^je (Thomas-*, John"-*, Thomas^), legatee 
of his gnindfather, John*-, in 1524 ; had three children : name 
of one unknown, Simeon'', Thomas. 

5. Simeon'* Cooledge (John^, Thomas^, etc.) married, 

1st, Jane , who was buried at Cottenham, Dec. 15, 

1584 ; married, 2d, Agnes , who survived him. He was 
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of Cottenham ; died 1590. Will dated Nov. 6, 1590 ; proved 
Nov. 23, sauie year ; had six childreu, all by wife Jane, viz. : 
Alice, William^, Jolin, Agnes, Editb, and Thomas. 

(). William*' Cooledge (Simeon'^, John'*, etc.) resided 
in Cottenham, where he married Margaret Mayse, June 23, 
158S, where she was bmicd, Feb. 11, 1620. He was buried 
Oct. 25, 1618. Will dated Oct. 21, 1618; proved, 31st 
same month. Had eight children : Kichard, William, Jane, 
Thomas, Elizabeth, Simeon, Margaret, John^. 

7. John"' Coolidge (William**, Simeon^, John,** Thomas^, 
John^, Thomas^), born in Cottenham, England, 1604; bai>- 

tized Sept. 16, 1604; married ^Nlary , who was born in 

England, 1603. She died in Watertown, Mass., Aug. 22, 
1691. He came over to New England with the lirst settlers, 
probably in 1()3() ; was made freeman, May 25, 1()36 ; was 
granted, in l()36-7, nine lots of land in Watertown and 
vicinity, where he also bought two other lots. His home- 
stead was in Watertown, the frame of Avhich was brought 
from England, and is still standing. He was rei)resentative 
in 1658, and selectman, 1638-1642; was often enji)loyed in 
witnessing wills, taking inventories, and settling estates. 
He died May 7, 1691 ; Imried, no doubt, in the old grave- 
yard near iMount Auburn. Will dated Nov. 19, 1681 ; 
proved June 16, 1691 ; and is on tile at Probate OfHce, East 
Cambridge. They had eight children: John'', Elizabeth, 
Mary, Stephen, Simon, Obadiah, Nathaniel, Jonathan. 

8. Joiix'' CooLiiKJE (John~, William'*, etc.), born prob- 
ably in England ; took the "Oath of Fidelitie," 1652 ; chosen 
sergeant in June, 1666; selectman, 1684, 16.S(;-li;i)n : was 
sometimes designated as John (-oolidge, »Ir., and at others 
as Ensign Coolidge ; was a soldier in King Philii)\s War ; 
married Hannah Livennore, Nov. 14, 1655. She died Dec. 
23, 1678. Ills will was dated Feb. 9, H;90-l ; proved 
at Cambridge, Ai)ril 7, 1691 ; in which he mentions sons, 
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John, of Sherborn, and Richard ; and daughters, Elizabeth, 
Sarah, and Mary. By his first wife had thirteen children ; 
by the second, one ; as follows : Hannah, Mary, Sarah, John, 
Jonathan, John'-', Grace, Kichard, A))igail, Elizabeth, Eliz- 
abeth, Daniel, Sarah, and Mary. 

9. Joiin'"^ Coolidge (John", John^, William^, etc.), of 
Sherborn; born in Wateitown, Feb. 19, 1()62; was a sol- 
dier in King Philip's War ; was a carpenter by trade ; mar- 
ried Mary Mattocks, Sept. 13, 1()79 ; removed to Sherborn 
between the years 1680 and 1685 ; drew land in north part of 
Sherborn, 1696 ; served Sherborn as selectman for ten years, 
and as town clerk for five years. He died Jan. 18, 1713-14 ; 
will dated Dec. 19, 1713; proved Feb. 9, 1713-14; in 
which are mentioned wife, Mary ; sons, Isaac, James, Peter, 
and Amos ; daughters, Sarah and Mary. His widow sur- 
vived until Sept. 13, 1724. Her will, dated Sept. 5, 1724, 
was proved Oct. 12, 1724. They had nine children : Isaac^*^ 
Daniel, John, Hannah, Sarah, James, Mary, Peter, and 
Amos. 

10. IsAAC^® Coolidge (John^, John*^, John", William®, 
etc.), born at Sherborn, April 21, 1685; married Hannah, 
daughter Capt. Joseph Morse, of Sherborn, April 26, 1710. 
She was born 1689; died Doc. 11, 1774. Isaac Coolidge 
inherited the homestead at Sherborn ; was generally called 
Esquire Coolidge ; selectman for three and representative for 
five years ; was a justice of the peace, and major in the 
militia; was a very influential man in town aftairs. Died 
June 2, 1761. Will dated March 13, 1761 ; proved Oct. 
29, same year; in which are mentioned sons, John and 
Joseph, to whom he left lands in Natick ; wife, Hannah, and 
daughters, Hannah Russell, Grace Holbrook, and Lucy 
Brackl)one. His widow survived him some thiiteen years. 
He left a handsome proi)erty for those times, viz., £760 
18«. 6rf. They had six children: Hannah, John*^ Grace, 
Lucy, Joseph, and Isaac. 
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1 1 . John' ^ Coolidge (Isaac^^ John^, etc. ) , born in Sher- 
iKjni, June 21, 1714; married Anne Russell, May 29, 1739, 
daughter John and Joanna (Winn) Russell, of Woburn, 
Mass. She was born Feb. 10, 1715; died Jan. 18, 1782. 
They removed from Sherborn to Natick, 1745, whore he 
was deputy sheriff from 1750 to 1755; was a captain of 
militia from 1757 to 17(>3; date of his death unknown to 
us. He had eleven children : Anne, Mary, Elizabeth, Isaac, 
Abigail, Hannah, John^^, Samuel, Thomas, Elizabeth, and 
Elizabeth. 

12. JoiiN^^ Coolidge (John^\ l.saac''\ John*-^, etc.), born 
in Natick, April 11, 1752; married Eunice, daughter of 
Samuel Eames, of Framingham, July 27, 1780. She was 
born 1758; died June 24, 1812. The Fames family are 
an ancient one. Mr. Coolijlgo was a soldier in the Revolu- 
tionary War, and was highly esteemed ))v his fellow-citizens 
of Natick, where he continued to dwell through a long and 
useful life. Died May 2i), 1835. They had eight children : 
Nathan^3. ^^My, born Nov. 30, 1783, died Nov. 24, 1874; 
John, born July 4, 1785, married Oct. 28, 181U, Sally 
Coolidge, of Boston, died Jan. 17, 1854; Hetty, born March 
24, 1788, died July 28, 1852; Samuel, born Aug. 2H, 171)1, 
died May, 1858, married April 23, 1815, Mary Bates, Imrn 
Fel). 21, 1791, died Oct. 2, 1847; Betsey, born March 8, 
1794, married Jesse Morse, Esq., 1818, resided in Nalick, 
died Jan. 1, 1848; Amos, born Feb. 2, 1797, married 
Louisa Hopkins, of Boston, he died 1872 ; Alexander, born 
May G, 1802, married Lydia Leighton, of Westford; they 
resided in Natick. He died March 15, 1881. 

13. Nathan^'* Coolidge (John^-, John^S Isaac^^, etc.), 
bom in Natick, Nov. 13, 1780; married Nabby, daughter 
of Deacon Isaac Shei)ard, of Needham. At the time of 
her death, in 1841, they were residents of I^oston ; after 
which he returned to Natick, and lived there to the day of 
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his death, Nov. 28, 1862. He was highly regarded in 
Natick by his fellow-townsmen. Child : one. 

14. Emeline^"* Coolii>ge (Nathan^^, John^^, John^', 
Isaac^®, John^ John^, John^, William®, Simeon*^, John^, 
Thomas^, John^, Thomas^), born in Boston, Sept. 5, 1810; 
married Deacon James W. Converse, of Boston, Sept. 5, 
1833. 
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AND ONE LINE OF HIS DESCENDANTS. 



1010-1886. 



ONE LINE OF THE 



EDMANDS FA]MILY OF ENGLANT3 AND AMERICA 



BORN 

William* Ei>moxi>s, England, and Lynn, Mass. . IfilO 

John' Edmuxps, Lynn 

Ebkxkzer' Edmunds, L>nin, Rox])ury, and Dudley . . | "if<n 

Ebexezer* Edmitxds, Dudley | ^l'-9'> 

Ebkxezeu* Edmaxixs, Dudley 1754 

HosEA* Edmands, Dudley and Thompson . . . 1798 
Maiiy Dianxa' Edmaxds, Thompson, Conn., and Maiden, 

Mass 1825 



DIED 

1702 

i7r.i 

ahoHi 
1772 

18:i3 



WILLIAM EDMONDS, 

AND SOME OF HIS DESCENDANTS 



We take up one line of the Ediuands family with William 
Edmonds, of Lynn, l(i30. 

The iiame has been variously spelled, in ancient as well as 
in modem times, as Edmonds, Edmunds, and Edmands. 

There were many families, some of distinction, of this 
name in England many hundred years ago, branches from 
sevenil of which were among the first settlers of New Eng- 
land: of whom may be mentioned James, of Salem, 1()2J> ; 
John, of Charlestowm, 1631 ; John, of Hartford, Conn., 
1639 ; and William, of Lynn, 1630. 

We find on record at the Registry of Deeds, at Salem, 
Book 4, p. 203, the following : — 

I, Wm. Edmonds, aged 68, doe testify y* y® grant of y*' old mill 
was July 12th, 1633, to Edward Tomlins, & after that the town said 
that the mill could not supply the town, then they gave leave to build 
an overshoot mill, upon y<* same water with a sluice caled by the name 
of y* old sluice, being made by Mr. Howell, y^ second owner of y* 
mill, and had suply of water for the mill from the old sluice, «& this 1 
testify, that the water was granted to the mill for the use of y*^ towne 
before the medow was granted. 

As witness my hand May 26, 1678. 

(Signed) WILLIAM EDMONDS. 

Taken upon oath 3, 4 mo. 78. 

(Signed) Wm. Hathorxe, Assistant. 

1. William^ Edmonds, born in England, IGIO ; 

died in Lynn, Aug. 4, 1693 ; married, Lst, Mary , died 

April 2, 1657; 2d, Mrs. Ann Martin, September, 1658; 
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came over from England and settled in "lin " (Lynn) in 1630. 
(See Savage, also Lewis.) He was made freeman, May 6, 
1635, and drew land in Lynn, 1638. He owned land in 
Rumucy Marshe (Chelsea), **neere" Samuel Bennett's, and 
also held mortgages on I'cal estate in Boston. 

His "homestall" in Lynn, comprising some ten acres, was 
at what is now the corner of Boston and Moulton Streets. 

The Probate Records at Salem have the following : — 

Sep. 11, 1G93. By the Hon*'''' Barth° Gednvy, Ei<(f , Register pres- 
ent also Administracon of all & singular the goods chattels, rights and 
creditts of W"* Edmonds Late of lin dee*^ Granted unto .John Edmonds, 
oldest son of said William: who hath given bond with Suretyes, for 
his Administracon according to law. Bond dated Sep. 11, 1093. 

Children of William and Mary Edmonds : 
I. John^, born : died 1702. 

II. Mary^, born ; died ; mar- 

ried, Sept. 1, 1657, Joseph Hutchings. 
III. Joseph^, born ; died April 12, 1718; 

married, 1st, Susanna , died Dec. 16, 1670; 

married, 2d (name unknown to writer) ; married, 
3d, Elizabeth Burgess, Jan. 27, 1685. 
Children by first wife : 

I. William\ ; died Dec. 13, 1670. 

liy second wife : 
II. Joseph*^ born Aug. 5, 1676; died ; 

married, 1st, Oct. 25, 1707, Mary Pratt; 

married, 2d, Barthsheba (probably). 

This Joseph Edmonds is the one undoubt- 
edly who removed to Dudley, 1723, and 
became a father of that town. He had a 
numerous posterity, some of whom removed 
to Vcnnont. 

III. Sarah^, l)orn Nov. 7, 1675. 

IV. William^, ))orn Sept. 13, 1677. 

V 

If 
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By third wife : 
V. Thomas^, horn Feh. 23, 1687. 
VI. Rohert^, horn April 13, 1688 ; married, May 
18, 1717, Ahi<j:ail Dowty, and liad (xcorge^, 
horn 1718 ; Elizaheth\ horn Dee. 30, 1720 ; 
Joseph\ l)orn Feh. 3, 1724-5. 
IV. Samuel^, horn ; died ; mar- 

ried, Aug. 11, 1675, Elizaheth Merriam. He was 
freeman, 1690. They had six children : 

I. SamueP, born Aug. 5, 1676 ; married, Dec. 
4, 1705, Eliza Rhoades. 
II. Elizaheth^, horn July 23, 1679. 

III. Mary3, horn Aug. 3, 1681 ; died Oct. 7, 1704. 

IV. AhigaiP, horn Oct. 23, 1686. 

V. DanieP, horn July 22, 1689 ; married. May 

11, 1717, Hannah Hinkson. 
VI. Jonathan^, horn Jan. 7, 1691-2 ; married, June 
27, 1717, Sarah Hall. 

2. JoHN^ Edmunds (William^), horn ; died 

March or April, 1702; married, 1st, Dec. 16, 1662, Sarah 

Hudson, died Feh. 15, 1682 ; married, 2d, Mary , who 

survived him, and was executrix of his will in 1702. All 
the church records of Lynn, prior to 1700, appear to have 
heen lost ; hence the little that can he gleaned of this family. 
Mr. John Edmunds was a soldier in King Philip's War, 
which hegjui at Rehohoth, 1675. After the war was over, in 
consideration of their losses and suflerings, many soldiers 
of Lynn petitioned " The Governor and General Court" to. 
"grant us some good tracks of land in the Nipmugg country, 
where we may find a place for a township." Among the 
names of the petitioners we find that of John Edmunds. 

On the third day of June, 1685, the (^ourt granted them 
a tract of land in Worcester County, eight miles sciuare, on 
condition that thirty families, with an Orthodox minister, 



14 FAMILY RECORD OP 

should settle thereon within four years. We do not find 
that John Edmunds or his son, Ebenezer, availed themselves 
of this grant of land. The petition, however, shows the 
bent of their minds, which perhaps led Ebenezer to settle in 
Dudley, in 1724. 

John Edmunds was constable of Lynn as late as 1688, 
"notified town meetings," and performed faithfully and well 
the many duties pertaining to his oflice. 

THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF JOHN« EDMUNDS. 

In the name of God, Amen, The Sixth day of October in y*^ year 
of our Lord God, One Thousand Seven Hundred and one. I John 
P^dmonds of Lyn, in y® County of Essex, and province of the Massa- 
chusetts Hay in Xew England. Husbandman, being very sick and 
weak of body, and very apprehenceiue of my neer approaching death, 
Hut of p<f ect mind & memory, tlianks bo to (4od therefor, calling unto 
mind the mortallity of my body, and knowing that it is appointed for 
all men once to dye, do make and ordaine this my last Will and Tes- 
tament, That is to say, principally and first of all I give and recom- 
mend my Soul into the hands of God that gave it, and for my body I 
commend it to the Earth to be burved in a Christian like and decent 
manner at the discression of my Executrix, hopeing at the Generall 
Hesurection to receive the same by the mighty power of God, and as 
touching such worldly Estate as it hath pl(\ased CJod to bless me with, 
I give and dispose of y*^ same in y*' following manner and forme, — 
Imi)rimis: my will is that Mary my dear and Loving AVife, have the 

Jmprovement of my whole Estate vntill my son Joseph be of the age 
of twenty one years, she making no strip, nor wast, and that the 
profitt or income of my Estate be for the bringing up and maintain- 
ance of my children, vntill the aforesaid Joseph be of age. Also, I 
give vnto my Loving Wife the Improvement of y^" west end of my 
dwelling house dureing lier widdowhood, together with the best f ether 
bed with the furniture belonging to it, a warming pan, a Joint Chest, 
all my pewter, and an iron pott, all which aforesaid to be my wives so 
long as she remains my widdo. 

Item. I give to my daughter Mary Edmunds, Ten pounds in i)ay, 

In be pay*^ at money price at forty shillings p*" year, w^'» in y^' first five 

ycjirs after my decease to be pay' by my Executrix. 

Also I give to my daughter Eliz'*, six pounds as money to be pay*^ 

out of my Estate, twenty four shillings per year, w*^'* in y^" lirst live 

years after my decease to be pay*' by my Executrix. 
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Item: I give to ray daughter-in Law Eliza Greorge, forty shillings, to 
be pay** by ray Executors within three years after ray decease. It is to 
be understood y* all those afores** three Legacies to be pay** out of the 
Income of my Estate, and further, I give to my well beloved son Jo8« 
Edmonds (when he coraes of age) all ray whomsted of vpland Ground, 
bounded Eastwardly on the Land of E])enezer Stockers, Southward on 
the salt marsh, west on bakers Land, cV: northward on the Town Com- 
mon, together with all my Salt marsh containing eight acres, be it more 
or less. Laying in Two parcels in Rumley mai*sh, the one a 4 acre Lott 
Laying or adjoining to L*. John Burrels Land, and butting on Hen- 
nits Crick so called, the other 4 acres butting on said Bennits crick, 
and running Southward by Morreans land, and also 1 give to my 
aforesaid son Jos*', all my moveable Estate, my moveables within my 
house, as also neat cattle, Swin, etc. . . . Toolcs, w^^'myyoaks, chains, 
plows, carts, & utensills w*'»soever to me l)clongs. Excepting (mly 
w* moveables before mentioned to my wife, but it is to ])e understood, 
and my will is, y* in consideration of my son J()S(4)h's having the 
aforesaid estate when of iim\ v' he lett mv Loveing wife have and 
keep for her use winter and summer vpon his own charge one good 
cow, Two Swine, and allow her eveiy year corne suitable for the fat- 
ting the same, as also to pay her Ten bushells of corne <^ year, one 
barrell of sider ^ year, Ten bushells of aj)ples ^^ year, and to pro- 
vide wood to keep one suitable fire for her, all w*^*^ affore***^ lo be pay** 
to my aforesaid wife by my afores** Son Jos«', so long as she remain 
my widdow. Also my will is, that my son W'" Edmunds, be main- 
tained out of the Income of mv Estate vntill that mv son .Jos*^ ("omes 
of age, and y* then he look after, and maintain my afore"** son W", 
so long iis he shall remain in this lame and Decriped condition, and 
that his being so look* after, being loss of his portion, which other- 
wise he might, or should have had. 

Item. I give to my son Benj*, Ten Pounds to be pay** out of my 
Estate by Jos*" when s** Benj* comes of ajxe. Item. I give to my 
Daughter Mehettibell, Ten pounds to be pay'* by Jos*' when she ctmies 
of age. 

Itera. I give to my Daughter Rebecca, Ten pounds to be pay' 
by Jos'" when she coraes of age, and also my will is, that if my 
daughter Rebecca, shall still remain as she now is, a sickly weakly 
child, after my son Jos*' comes of age, that then h<'. pay to my said 
Daughter Rebecca Towards her maintenance, Twenty shillings p*" 
year, so long as she shall so remain. I give to my youngest son 
EREXEZER, all that Liveing of housing, lands, & TenemenU, 
which was formerly my Hon"'** fathers, W" Edmund's, which s'* live- 
ing, is jidjoining to brides brook so called, ])rovidcd that he pay, (as 
it is my will he shall) Ten pounds to my son Samuel, and also y* he 
live w**» my son Jo8«, and be carefull, & helpfull, in the business, he 
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l)otruHU him w**^, vntill he the s^ Ebenezer shall be of the age of 
Twenty one year's old, also my will is, y' my two sons Benj*, & Sam- 
ucll, have their liberty to goe to trades at the age of fourteen or five- 
Uwn years old. And it is to be understood, & my will is, that what 
I have in this my last will, before mentioned or given to my beloved 
wife, nhall be in Lew or consideration of her Dower, or thirds: she 
alMo (excepting of it, farther my will is, that if it shall please God to 
remove any of my children by Death, before these leggacies hereby 
ordcTcd to them be j)ay** y"', or any of them, that then it be pay** to 
tlioMc Murviveing, and equally Divided amongst them, excepting only 
my Two Khlewt Daughters Mary and Eliz» Edmunds, w«** if any one 
«)f tliom l)e removed by death, that then the other surviveing to re- 
ceive w* was to ])een j)ay** to the Deceased party. 

Item. 1 give my Daughter Ilanna, Ten pounds to be pay^ out of 
my KMlale, by my son Jos* when he comes of age. 

Il<»ni. I constilute and appoint my beloved wife Mary Edmunds, 
to \h\ my lawfiill i^ Mole Executrix to this my last will, and Testament. 

Item. I appoint my Loveing Brother in Law, Joshua Blancher, 
to he overH<*er to thin my hist will «& Testament. In witness whereof, 
and in eonllnnation of this niv hist will & Testament, I the afores** 
.hio KdinundM, have hereunto sett my hand & seal, the day of the 
Date above mentioned. 



£^ 




HIgiK'd, Heahul In th<^ p'sents of vh vndcrnamed 
.Ino. Mallaui), 

.Ino. HirUHILL, JlJN', 
TllKOPIIIM'S HirUKlLL. 

Will prov(ul April (i, 1702. Rec. (O. S.) Lib. 7, fol. 154. 

John Kdmonds, his Invi:ntoiiy. 

An Inventory of the Estate of John Edmonds of Lvn, Deceased, 
(liven by widdow and ai)prised by vs the Subscribers, this 14'** day of 
June 1701-2, w«" is as followeth: 

£ «. d 
'I'o Hooks 4", To arms 17% one f ether bed & furniture 

b('lon«toit3: 10 004 11 00 

To one lloek bed w"' y^ furniture belong^ to it, 20% & 1 

Trundle b'd 10- . , 001 10 00 
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To 4 pewter dishes, one quart pott, one bason, 10' . . 000 16 00 
To 1 warm*' pan, 7% one brass Shillett, 2', one copper 

Kittle, ll" 001 00 00 

To 1 box Iron «& heater, 3% one brass candlestick, 3" . 000 06 00 

To 1 Iron pott ffrying pan, 8% one spit, & 2 Tramnels, 8» 000 10 00 

To 3 old chests, 8% Two old Tables «& a forme, 12« . . 001 00 00 
To 1 Lume, 20«. Two old Scyes, 6«. 

To Cart wheels, boxes & axtrees, pins, 30* . . . 002 06 00 

To one ax, a Flow chaine, plow irons, & horse chaines, 9* 000 09 00 
To 1 yoak, «& cleaves, & pinns, 3". 2 oxen, 6.€, 10*. 3 cows, 

9iJ, 4. 1 year old cattle, 5X', 10* . . . . 021 03 00 

To 2 Calves, 20\ 16 old sheep, 4iJ, 16% 4 lambs, U*^ . 006 10 00 
To one old house, & 9 acres of hind Lying neer brides 

brook 025 00 00 

To the dwelling house, barne, and the laud ajoyn^ to y*' 

land 090 00 00 

To 8 acres of Salt marsh Lying in Rumley marsh . . 03r» 00 00 

191 07 00 



his 

EBENEZER I 8T0CKEH. 

mark 

JOHN BUKRILL, Jun'. 
Essex ss. 

Before the Hon**** Jna* Corwin Esq. Judge of Probate of Wills &« 
Aprill 6**», 1702 — Mary Edmonds Executrix, exhibited this Inventory, 
and made oath, that the same is a true, and p«fect Inventory of the 
Estate of her late husband John Edmonds Deceased, so far as hath 
come to her knowledge, and to add what more comes to her knowl- 
edge. 

Sworn Attest, John IIigqinson, Jh^. 

Rec. (O. S.) Lib. 7, fol. 154. 

Children by first wife, Sarah Hudson, died Fei). 15, 
1682 : 

I. William^, born Jan. 16, 1664, mentioned iu his father's 

will as lame and decrepit. 
II. John^, born Feb. 1, 1666. 

III. Jonathan^, born Sept. 30, 1668. 

IV. Mary^, bom Oct. 14, 1671, mentioned in will. 
V. Elizabeth^, born May I, 1677. 

VI. NathanioF, born April 2, 1680. 

2 
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Children by second wife, Mary : 

VII. Joseph^, born March 1, 1687, mentioned in will. 
VIII. Benjamin^, born Sept. 6, 1688, mentioned in will. 

IX. SamueP, born , mentioned in will. 

X. Ebenezei*^, born April 5, 1693, mentioned in will. 

XI. MehettabelP, born Feb. — , 1695-6, mentioned in 

will. 
XII. Rebecca^, born . This Rebecca mentioned 

as sickly in the will. 
XIII. Hannah^, born , mentioned in the will. 

3. Cait. Ebenezer^ Edmunds (John^, William^), born 
in Lynn, April 5, 1693 ; died in Dudley, al)oiit 1761 ; mar- 
ried at West Roxbury, Sept. 12, 1717, Elizabeth^ Griggs, 
daughter John^ Griggs, Jr., and Elizai)eth (Casse) his wife, 
((leorgc* Gi*'?»''^ *"^^' wife, Alice, and five children, came 
over from London in the '* Hopewell," 1635; born 1593; 
died June 23, 1660. Thomas'^, i)()rn 1620, had John*"*, born 
; married, Nov. 11, 1652, Mary Patten; he died 
March 1, 1691-2. John^ Origg-s, Ji"., born Aug. 10, 1653, 
died 1723. Estate appraised Aug. 7, 1723, at about 
£2,000, which was inherited i)y his five daughters and 
only heirs e(iually. The Griggs family were earnest in their 
support of the Apostle John Eliot, more especially in his 
efl'orts to convert the Indians to Christianity. They sup- 
ported him in planting mission stations in Thompson and 
Woodstock, Conn., and in that region generally.) 

But little has been gleaned of the early life of Ebenezer 
Edmunds. He was mentioned in his father's will as being 
a minor and his youngest son, and to whom he left the 
paternal homestead, inherited from his '^liono^** father, 
William^ Edmonds.'' Mr. Ebenezer^ Edmunds (as the name 
was now quite generally spelled) early removed from Lynn 
and settled at Roxbury, and married EHzai)eth Griggs as 
before mentioned. On Aug. 27, 1723, they gave deed of 
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land in Roxbury to Jeremiah Richards. Jan. 16, 1723, 
they gave deed of nineteen acres land in Roxbury to 
Jeremiah Richards; at which times he was of Roxbury. 
July 7, 1725, Ebenezer^ Edmunds and wife, Elizabeth, gave 
deed of seven acres land in Roxbury to Jeremiah Richards, 
"tanner," in which instrument he styles himself as Ebenezer 
Edmunds, of Roxbury, now residing l)etween Oxford and 
Woodstock, et<;. ; from which it is seen that he was then 
(1725) a resident of Dudley. 

He was a land-owner there as early as June 1, 1723, as 
will be seen by the following interesting deed : — 

To all People unto wliom these presents shall come — Thomas 
Ilutcheiison Esq. & Sarah his wife, p](l ward Hut chenson Esq. &Lydla 
his wife, John Jkick Esq. & Hannah his wife; all of Boston, in y 
(■ounty of Sullolk, in Xew Kni^liind, send Greeting. Know yee, that 
for & in consideration of the sunie of three hundred and thirly 
])OUuds to us in hand, well and truly paid at, and hefore the Ensealing 
«& Delivery of these presents, by Ebenezer P^dmonds of lioxbury, in 
the County aforesaid, husl)an(hnan ... Do Give, Grant, bargain, 
sell, etc. . . . unto Ihe said Ebenezer Edmonds, all that certain 
tract or parcell of Land, Containing by Esteniation, Three hundred 
acres, Laid out by John Chandler Surveyor, to our honored Father 
Coll" Elisha Hutchenson Esii. in satisfaction of a Grant made by the 
(weneral Court in tlie year ir)74, to our (Grandfather C-apt. Edward 
hutchenson, (both Deceased) JJounding on the town of Oxford on 
the north, on Land of y*= heirs of the llon''^'^ Joseph Dudley Esq. 
Deceased, on the south, on Ive Kamowadehoog Lands, on the East, 
«& partly on Wodstock, and partly on Mr. Wade-s Farm, on the West: 
a plot of which Land, taken by the said surveyor, was accepfed by 
the Great and (Tcneral Court or Assembly for the province of Massa- 
chusetts Bav, in the month of October 1711, and consented to bv the 
then Governor Dudley, as will appear by the Kecords of the said 
Omrt. . . . To Have and to Hold, the said Granted iract or pcrcell 
of Land with the trees, woods, underwoods, lUvers, ponds, waters, 
water-courses, profits, privileges, and appui**^*'" thereto beh)nging, «& 
the Reversions, & llemainders thereof, unto the said Ebenezer Ed- 
mcmds, his heirs & Assigns, to his & their only sole and proi)er use 
benefit Sc behoof forever &, We the said Thomas Hutchinson, c>c 
Sarah, etc. . . . warrant and Defend Ihe said (Granted Lantl, etc. . . . 
against the Lawfull Claims, and Demands of all, A: every other per- 
son, & persons whom so ever. 



20 FAMILY RECORD OF 

In witness whereof we have hereunto put our hands & seal, y* 
first Day of June, in y^ ninth year of his niajestyes Reign, Annoque 
Domini one thousand seven hundred & twenty three. 

(Signed) THOMAS HUTCHENSON. [seal.] 

SAUAII HUTCHENSON. [seal.] 

EDWARD HUTCHENSON. [seal.] 

LYDIA HUTCHENSON. [seal.] 

JOHN BUCK. [si.:al.] 

HANNAH BUCK. [seal.] 

Signed, Scaled tV: Delivered in presence of us AVilliam Thomas, 
Thomas Cushing, Jun^ Received the Day and year above written of 
Mr. Ebenezer Edmonds, the sum of three hundred & thirty pounds, 
in full for the above granted land & premises &c. 

W THOMAS HUTCHENSON. . . . 

Suffolk, ss. Boston, November 21, 1723. 

Thomas Hutchinson, Esq. and Sarah his wife, John Buck, Esq. & 

hannah his wife, acknowledged the before written Instrument to be 

their free act cV: Deed before me Habijah Savage, Justice piece, Sept. 

2*5: 1740. Hec'd & accordingly Ent iV: Examined, (Worcester Deeds 

Lib. 12, p. 501).) 

John Chandler, Reg''. 

While the precise date of the removal of Ebenezer 
Edmunds and wife to Dudley is not definitely ascertained, 
yet we know, from the foregoing conveyance, that it was 
between May 8, 1724, and July 7, 1725. The probability is 
that they went early in the summer of 1724, and first tamed 
with some of their friends in Woodstock, until they could 
erect a dwelling upon their lands adjoining that town. 

Joseph Edmonds, of Lynn, believed to have been the 
Joseph^ Edmonds, son of Joseph^ and grandson of the first 
William Edmonds, of Lynn, Mass., bought lands in Dudley 
soon after the i)efore-mentioned El)enezer, and which laud 
was adjoining ; and this Joseph Edmonds, as it would appear, 
had business and social association with the Ebenezer Ed- 
munds as aforesaid, as compatriots as well as kinsmen. 

On the " 18. Day of November, 172.'*.,'' '' William Dudley of Rox- 
buiy, in y® C^oimly of Suflolk cV: province of y^' Masschusetts Bay, in 
New England, E.sq"", for & in (,'onsideration of y'' sum of Two hun- 
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(Ired and Twenty pounds, in Good Bills of Credit," etc. ..." wel 
& Truly paid," etc. . . . '' by Joseph Edmunds of Lynn, in y^' County 
of Essex & province aforesaid yeoman, the Receipt of which sum the 
said William Dudley Doth hereby acknowledge," etc. . . . '' Doth 
by these presents, freely fully & Clearly Give, Grant, sell, aliene, 
make over & convey, unto the said Joseph Edmunds, his heirs & 
Assigns, forever a Certain Tract of Land Lying & being between y« 
Town of Woodstock & Oxford, and y*' said County of Suffolk, & is 
Butted & Bounded Southerly on Land of Paul Dudley, «& there mea.s- 
uring one hundred & sixty perch or thereabouts, Westerly on the 
Land now Ebenezer Edmcmds, & there measuring three hundred & 
eighty perch and partly on y Land of y** said William Dudley, & there 
mejisuring one hundred «S: sixty perch or thereabouts, Easterly on y*" 
Land of Isac Xewell, in part, & there measuring one hundred & 
eight perch, & partly on y^ Land of y*' said AVilliam Dudley, and there 
measures Two hundred cV: seventy two perch, or however y*" same is 
Butted or Bounded containing three hundred cV: eighty Acres." " To 
Have, and to Hold y"' said Land Together with all y^' Right, Title, pos- 
session, property & Improvement with y*' privileges, advantage and 
appur***-, on or belonging to y** same, unto him the said Joseph 
Edmonds, his heirs, and assigns, from y*' day of y*' Date hereof forever 
rat)re," etc., etc. . . . *' will uphold, maintain & Defend," etc. . . . 
*' unto him y<^ said Joseph Edmonds, his heirs «S: assigns forever. In 
witness whereof y*' said William Dudley, hath hereto set his hand 
& seal this 18 Dav of November, 1723. cV: in y*^ Tenth vear of King 

George's Reign. 

W. DUDLEY. [SEAL.] 

Signed, Sealed & Delivered in presence of us. 
Hannah Mayo. 
William Carter. 
Suffolk, ss. April 21^ 1724. 

Coll" Wm. Dudley, personally ai)pearing, acknowledged this In- 
strument to be his act & Deed before me. 

John Chaxdlkr, Justice pmve. 

October 22, 174L Received, Ex. and accordingly entered. 

John Chandlkr, 7?(/^" 
[See Worcester Deeds, Lib. 14, fol. 517.] 

On Feb.. 8, 1725-(), we tiiul tbat Ei)enezer Ednuinds 
conveyed a portion of his farm in Dudley to his rehitive 
Joseph^ Edmonds, as per the following deed : — 

To all Christian People nnto whom these presents shall come. 
Greeting. Know ye that I Ebenezer Edmunds of, and belonging to a 
farm lying on a certain River, Comonly Called & known by the name 
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of Quenibaug River, in the County of Suffolk, in New England, 
adjoining unto y*" Town of Woodstock & Oxford yeoman, for & in 
consideration of y*" full and just sura of one hundred & Ten pounds 
ill Good Bills of Tublick Credit to me in hand at & before y« Enseal- 
ing and Executing these presents by Joseph Edmunds of Kekamow- 
adehaug, in y® County aforesaid, yeoman, well & Truly paid and 
Delivered, the Receipe whereof I do hereby to my full Consent & 
Satisfaction acknowledge, have Given, Granted, Bargained, sold & by 
these presents Do freely, fully & absolutely Give, Grant, Bargain, 
sell, Aliene, Convey & Confirm unto him, y*^ said Joseph Edmunds, 
& unto his heirs & Assigns forever, a Certain Tract or percell of 
Land, Scituate Lying and being within y^ County aforesaid, neer unto 
said Kekamowa(U?haug & is y<^ north part of y« said farm, which said 
north part contains by Estemation one hundred acres, be it more or 
less, it is Bounded on y^ East, with Land of said Joseph Edmunds, on 
y«^ South by Lands of me the Grantor & y* Dividing Line if from a 
white oak, standing in or neer y<^ East Line of y<^ said fann, on y« 
south side of pine Tree Brook. & from thence Extends westward to 
a black oak Tree marked standing on y'' north side of said Brook, & 
fnun thence to a Maple Tree marked standing, also on the north 
Bank of said Brook »& from thence Bounding by said Brook untill it 
meets with the River aforementioned, calh'd Quenibaug, from thence 
it is bounded l)y said Jiiver Till it meets with Land of Thomas Fitch, 
Esq*"., then it is Bounded on y*' AVest by said Fitch, his Land, & on 
y*^^ north by y*' South Bounds of Oxford, also free lil)erty to pass and 
repass through y^ adjoining Land of me the Grantor, with Teams 
or otherwise, in all times to come, for y^" space of about Ten or 
Twelve Rod. Said Joseph Edmands, his heirs and assigns, alwa}'^ 
carefully to put up Bars or shet Gates, when they or either of Them 
shall be erected on y*' same. To havi^ and to Hold, etc. ... to him 
y said Josei)h Edmands, etc. . . . And I the said Ebenezer Edmunds 
for myself and my heirs, etc. . . . 

In witness wherciof I have liereunto put my hand & Seal this 
eight Day of Feb. A. D. one thousand seven hundred & Twenty five 

six (172r>-()). 

EliENEZER EDALVNDS. 
In presence of 

J0NATILA.N Newel. 

Neiiemiaii May. 

SiTFFOLK, 8s. July 5, 1728. 

Ebenezer Edmands then acknowledged this Instrument to be his 

act & Deed. 

before me 

John Ciiandleii, Justice jjcace, 

Oct. 20, 1741. Rec. & ace. & Ex. 

John Ciiandlek, Heg. 

[Sec Worcester Deeds, Lib. 14, fob 523.] 
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It will 1)0 hero observed that P^lizaheth, wife of said 
Kl)eiiezer PMinunds, did not sign in this instrument, in 
token of her release of " rights to Dower." She may have 
deceased between July 10, 1725, and Feb. 8 following 
(1725-0). 

Ebonezer Ednmnds and Joseph P^dmonds were both very 
active and public-spirited men, and were of the first, if not 
the earliest, settlers of that region which was soon to be 
made into the " township of Dudley." 

An Act for niakinjj; a new town in the County of Worcester, by 
the name of Dudley. 

Wheredn^ There are many inha])itants in a tract of land lyin*? be- 
tween the towns of Woodstock and Oxford, in the ('ounly of AVorces- 
ter, who, to<^ether with others lately settled in the southwest part 
of Oxford, and very remote from any plaee of public worship of (iinl, 
are very conveniently situated for a town, and have petitioned this 
Court to be erected into a separate township, accordingly. Be it 
enacted, by his Excellency the (Governor, the Council, and House of 
Representatives in (General Court assembled, antl by th(^ authority of 
the same, that all lands lying within the bounds following, viz.: The 
cohmy or patent line and the town of Woodstock on the south; the 
grant lately made to Medlield on the west; the land of Mr. Papillon 
on the north, unto tlie farm Ix'longing to Paul Dudh'y, Esq., and by 
the same partly on the east, until it comes to Stony IJrook, and by 
said brook till it comes to the brook coming out of Chabanakonkamon 
Pond, and by the pond to the said colony or patent line, be, and 
hereby is, set off an<l constituted a distant and sc'parate township, by 
the name of Dudley. And that the inhabitTints of the said township 
be vested with the powei*s, privileges, and inununities, that the in- 
habitants of any of the towns of this provinces by law are, or ought 
to be vested with. 

1)K(\, 17:J1. 

[See State Lib., Acts l(»l 1-2-1740.] 

After the aet of ineorporation had been granted, an order 
was asked for, giving the inhabitants, residcMit of the grant, 
authority for organizing the town, which was given as fol- 
h)W8 : — 
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IIoisE OF Representatives, June 1, 1732. 

Onhrnl: That Joseph Edmonds, one of the principal inhabitant's 
of the town of Dudley, be directed to improve, notify, and summon 
the inhabitants of the town of Dudley, qualified to vote, to assemble 
and meet together, some time in the present month of June, for the 
choice of town officers, to stand until the next annual election, ac- 
cording to law; any law, usage, or custom to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

(Signed) J. QUINCY, Speaker, 

J. WILLARD, Secretary. 

JONATHAN BELCHER, Governor. 

A warrant was therefore issued by Joseph Edmonds, 
suninioninjr the inhabitants qualified to vote, to meet at the 
house of William Carter, June 20, 1732. Names of officers 
elected June 20, 1782 : For moderator, Joseph Edmonds. 
For selectmen, Joseph Edmonds, Ebenezer Edmunds, James 
Corbin, George Robinson, John Lilly. 

A second meeting was held on the 21)th instant following, 
when it was voted to have a minister, and to raise money for 
his support i)y a tax upon improved lands and stock, and 
that William Carter's house be the place to meet, to hear the 
Gospel preached. The selectmen were authorized to procure 
a minister. 

The church appointed a committee of four members to 
make choice of a candidate for minister. These persons 
were Ebenezer Edmunds, John Vinton, Benjamin Newell, 
and Joseph Edmonds. 

Joseph Edmonds was deacon of the church until his 
decease in 1745. 

On the 2{)^^ of March, IT.'JD, Ebcnozi^r Kdniunds gave Deed of 
land in Woodstock, (lot N'\ 34 of the lirst division) for IMU), to Eli- 
plialet ('arpentcr J^ of WotKlstock-^ 7. . . On tlie 11^'' day of June 
1740 '* Captain -' Kbcnezer Edmunds acknowledged the foregoing to 
ln' his act and Deed, at AVoodstock, before 

John Chandlkh, Justice peace. 
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On the 10th of April, 1746, El)enezer^ Edmunds gave 
deed of gift to his son Ebenezer'*, as follows : — 

To all people to whom these presents shall come, Cireeting: 

Know ye, That I, Ebenezer Edmunds of Dudley, in the Co. of 
AVoreester, for and in consideration of the Peternal Love and affec- 
tion which I Bear to my Beloved son Ebenczer Edmunds of Dudley 
aforesaid, Hu8])andman and for his advancement in the world, and as 
his Greater part or share & portion of my worldly Estate which is to 
him as Eight hundred pounds old Tenor toward his portion. Together 
with the further consideration of the sum of Two hundred pounds in 
good passable Bills of Credit, of y old Tenor, to me in Hand before 
the Ensealing hereof, well and truly paid by Ebenezer Edmunds 
Jun'", aforesaid. The Receipt whereof 1 do hereby acknowledge. 
. . . Tlie one moiety or half part of my Homestead in said Dudley, 
Both in Quantity, and Quality, as well as in Buildings, as in all 
Improved and unimproved Lands, Together, with all the Appurta- 
nances and privileges thereto Belonging, etc. . . . And be tlu; same 
more or less ... To Have and to Hold, etc. ... In witness 
whereof I the said Ebenezer Edmunds, have set my band and seal 
this tenth day of April, A. D. 174(). 

(Signed) EBENEZKli EDMUNDS, [seal.] 

Witnesses: 

Maiiy Lyon. 

Samuel Ciiamdlek. 

AVooDSToc K, Jan. 20, 174()-7. 

The named Ebenezer Edmunds personally appeared, etc. 

Jonx Chandler, J. P. 
[See Worcester Deeds, T^ib. 24, fol. 25.] 

On Jan. 21, 1761, he gave another deed of land, etc., in 
Dudley, to his son Ebenezer, Jr., as follows : — 

All my real estate lying in Dudley & Woodstock, containing a 
dwelling House & Barn, & by estimation one hundred acres of Land, 
be the same more or less, butted and bounded as followeth beginiug 
south, partly on a Bode or highway & partly on Land belonging to 
Thos. Dudley. East on Land now belonging to Nath* Eliott. North 
on Land belonging to Joseph Vinton. West on Land belonging to 
David Stoddard, Jacob Chainberlin S: Nath' Eliott, however butted or 
bounded, or reputed to be bounded, lying in Partnership with my son 
Eben' Edmunds Jun'', To have and to hold y same to y said El>en* 
Edmunds Jun*", his Heirs & Assigns, to his and their own use A: Be- 
hoof forever, & I do covenant with y*' said Eben^ Edmunds Jun*^, & 
to his Heirs & Assigns forever, to hold as aforesaid & that I will war- 
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rani & defend y same to y*^ s** Eben* Edmunds Jun' & to his Heirs & 
Assigns forever, against y* lawfull claims & Demands of all Persons 
whatsoever. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set' my hand & Seal this 
twenty lirst day of Jan*^ in y'' first year of his Majestys & in y« year of 
our Lord, one thousand and seven Hundred and sixty one. 

(Signed) KHENEZEIi EDMUNDS, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed Sc Delivered in presence of us. 
Thomas Ciikney. 
Elk ANA II Day. 

WoHCKSTKU ss. March 31, 1701. 

Then Ebciiezer Edmunds Signor of this Instrument, acknowledged 

it to be his free act and Deed. 

Before me, 

MosKS Marcy, Justice Peace. 
Kecd. Ent. cS: Ex. 

TiM° Fai^b, Reg". 

[Sec Worcester Deeds, Lib. 41), fol. 1()2.] 

No further records of Ei)enezer^ Edmunds, Sen., appoar- 
\\\*X in the Registries of Worcester County (Deeds or Pro- 
hate), the inference is that he died al)out this time, 1761. 

Children of KI)enezer^ and Elizabeth (Grnggs) Edmunds: 
I. fFohn^, baptized in the Second Church of Roxbury at 
West Koxi)ury, Aug. 17, 1718. 

11. Al)igail*, i)aptized, same phice. May 26, 1723. 

III. * El)enezer'*, horn 

4. EuKNEZKit* Ei)Mi;ni>s (El)enezer^, John'-, William*), 
horn, in all prol)al)ility, in Dudley, Mass., hefore Fch. 8, 
172r)-6, and recei\'ed deeds of lands hi Dudley and Wood- 
stock, from his father, April 10,1746, and Jan. 21,1761, 

including the homestead. He married Hannah , who 

survived him ; and he died, prol)ably, in 1772. 

On the twenty-third day of March, A. D. 1768, he gave a 
deed of real estate, of which the following is a brief: — 

To all IVoplc to whom these I'reseiits sliall eonie, (Greeting: 

Know ye That I, Eheiiezer Kdinumls, Jun% of Dudley, in the 
(Jountv of Worcester, in his Majesty's Province of the Massachusetts 
Bay, in Xew England, llusliandnian. For and in Consideration of the 
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Sum of Tliroe hundred & fifty Pounds Law Monoy to me in Hand 
well and truly paid by Jeremiah Phillips, y"' third, of lUiode Island, 
Yeoman, A certain tract of Kind containing dwellin*^ house & 
barn & Cyder Ilouse, and Orchard, and by estimatitm One hundred 
and Thirty acres of Land in Dudley, tV:<^. 

In witness whereof , I, the said El)enezer Edmunds (J'^),have here- 
unto set my Iland & Seal the 23'^ day of March, A. 1). 170H, In the 
Eiixhth year of liis Majesty's Ueign, (Jeor<re the Third. 

(Signed) EBENEZEU EDMUNDS, [skal.] 

ILVNNAII EDMUNDS. [skal.] 
In presence 

Elk AX AH Day. 

Caleh Arnold. 

WoKCESTER, ss. STrKinuiKiK, May 2, 17f)8. 

Then Ebenezer Edmunds signer to this within written Instrument 

& acknowledged it to be his free at!t »S: Deed. 

Before me 

MosKs Maucv, Justice Ptare. 

Rec. Ent. & Ex., April 21, 17()1). 

[See Worcester J)eeds, Lib. (X), fol. 322.] 

This proves, tirst, that the grantor above named \yas 
Ebenezer Edmunds, Jr., and, seeoiidly, that his wife's name 
was Hannah. 

Aug. 8, 1769, he gave deed to lleiu-y Pratt, of whieh the 
following is an extract : — 

I, Ebenezer Edmunds, Jr., of Dudley, for the sum of Sixty 

Pounds, . . . received of lleiuy Pratt, of Sturl)ndge, a certain loll 

of land X"42 in Sturbridge this 8^'' Day of Auirust, A. D. 17r»!). 

(Signed) ' EHKXKZKU EDMTNDS. 
Witness: 

MIOSES Maucv. 

Wm. McKinsthv. 

Acknowledged before 

Moses Maiuy, J. P. 
Recorded July 15, 1771». 

[See Worcester Deeds, T.ib. 82, fol. H'A.'] 

Another conveyance was made as follows : — 

I, Ebenezer Edmunds, of Dutlley, etc. . . . For Thirty founds, 
etc. . . . Received of Daniel Morse of Sturbridire, etc. . . . Lott 
X"41, Ten Acers in Sturbridge, this 28^'' Day of Augu>t, 17<»1). 

(Signed) KBEXEZEli EDMUNDS. 
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Worcester, Aug. 7. 
Then EI)ou(»zer Edmunds, Jicnior, signer to this Instrument, ac- 
knowledged it to be his free act & Deed before me, 

Moses Marcy, Justice Peace. 

Uec. Ent. k Ex., Aug. 10, 1771). 

Nathaj^*- Baldwin, Be(f. 

[See Worcester Deeds, Lib. 82, foL 193.] 

Ebenezer Edmunds' Inventory. 

Province of the Massachusetts Bay, Worcester, tut. to Sterkley 
ArnoM, Samuel Kidder, and Edward Davis, all of Dudley, In y* 
County aforesaid. Greeting: 
You are hereby appointed and impowered on oath to take an In- 
ventory of, and proceeding to your best skill & judgment, truly and 
fully to apprize, In lawfull money of this Province all y® Estate 
whereof I]benezer F^dmunds, Late of said Dudley, Died seized, in y« 
said Countv, and von are to make lieturn of this Amount with vour 
Doing therein unto y'' Probate Office, in y'' said County, as soon as 
may Conveniently be given, under my hand this ninth Day of 

November, A. I). 1772. 

JOHN CHANDLER, Juihjc Vrohatc, 

Woiu'EsTEU, TEST. DUDLEY, December y*^ 7, 1772. 

Then Sturley Arnold, Samuel Kidder, and Edward Davis, made 
oath to y* within (l)elow). 

An Inventory of y^' Estate of Ebenezer Edmunds as appraised, 

I. \\^ • • • • 

£ 8. d. 

Real Estate 2GG : 13 : 04 

Ilay fi), CJrain c't Corn i*12 : 11), & flaxseed i\s. . 23 : 05 : 00 
Pair 3 year old Ste(»rs 1)*^ to 4 C'ows, t'12 : lH,s., 2 year- 
lings, 3 : s 24 : 18 : 00 

3 Calves &<= ^^^c ^^ U) : 10 : 00 

X*31)7 : 07 :^2 

WORCKSTEK, TEST. AUdUST 30, 1773. 

Hannah Edmunds, Adm. of v"* Estate of Ebenezer Edmunds, Late 
of Dudley, Deceased, appeared and made oath, that y^ foregoing Con- 
tains a true and Proper Inventory of said Deceased Estate so far as 
has come to her knowledge, »S: what more shall hereafter appear, she 
would cause to be added. 

Belong me 

JOHN CHANDLER Jmlyt l^rohdU. 

[See Worcester Prob. Rec, Lib. of 1772 and fol. 373.] 
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Concerning this Ebenczer^ Edmunds, — his surviving 
wife, Hanniih, — the Probate Records at Worcester, Mass., 
have the following : — 

Edward Davis, Joseph Vinton & Samuel Kidder, are appointed by 
the Court a Committee to appraise all of the Real Estate of the late 
Ebenezer Edmunds of Dudley, and when perfected to sett off to 
Hannah Edmunds, widow of Ebenezer aforesaid " one full third part 
thereof, for her use durinj^ her life." The remainder you are to dis- 
tribute among his children. 

To the eldest son a double portion. 

Maiu'II 5, 1770. 
We first appraised said Estate .i'230. 

Secondly we sett off to the widdow her thirds in three pie(;es, to- 
gether with part of the buildings. 

1"* piece whereon the house stands 14 Acres. 

Speaking of Ebenezer, they say : — 

We are of the opinion that your honor would do well to settle a 
certain piece upon Ebenezer Edmunds, the eldest son of the said 
deceased, containing 7^) acres, with part of the buildings. 

DiDLKY, July 1, 177(>. 

EDWARD DAVIS, 

JOSEPH VINTON & 

SAMUEL KIDDEH, 

C(mimitt€e. 

We the subscribers heirs Sc ijuardians to the heirs of the dece'd, 
together with said deceased widow are satisfied & contented with the 
proceedings of the above named connnittee. 

DrDLKY, July I, 177r). 

IIAXNAII EDMUXDS, 
for herself <t* as ywirdian to 
Hannah, Elizahkth, Jkmima & Moses Edmtnds, 
chihhni of the late Ebenezer Edmmuls. 

PHILIP NEWELL, 
as guardian to STEriiKN .Jt John Edmunds, 
children of the deceased. 

The court ordered one third set oft' to Hannah, widow 
of El)enezer Edmunds, and the two thirds reniainin*^ to 
El)cnezer Edmunds, provided he pay to each of the other 
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six children of the deceased their respective single share, 
being the sum of £18 14^. 

Children of Ehenezer^ Edmunds and Hannah, his wife : 

I. Ehenezer*, horn 1754. He was an officer in the 

War of the Revolution, of whom presently and whose 
line we continue. 

II. Stephen'^. 

III. John*^. 

IV. Moses"*. 
V. Hannalr*. 

VI. Elizabeth^. 
VII. Jemima"^. 

Of the brothers and sisters of Ebenezer* Edmands, we 
irloan many items as set forth in the deed next folio wi n<r : — 

To all poophj to whom these presents shali come — (iroetin*;: 

Know ye: that wc Stephen IMmunds <»f AVad8horou«j:h, in the 
county of AVindham and State of Vermont, Ami Moses Edmun<ls and 
Hannah E<lmnnds of Pomfret, in the County of AVindham and State 
of Connectieut, James (irow and Klizaheth his wife, and Asahel 
Klliot and (iemima his wife of Hampton, in said County of Windham 
and State of Conn, heirs of Mr. Ebenezer PMnninds of Dudlev, Mass. 
(leeras(Ml, for the eonsideration of the sum of one hundred pounds 
lawful money which sum we aeknowledire to have received to our full 
satisfaction of John Kdmunds of Dudlev in the County of Worcester, 
Mass. do <rive, jrrant, baru:ain, sell and confirm unto the .said John 
Kdnumds, three certain tracts or i)arcels of land, lyinj^ in Dudlev 
aforesaid, under the Incumbrance of the dowry of the widow of the 
sai<l Kbenezer Kdmunds deceased, and the whole of our right to the 
thirds, or dowry set out to the widow, bounded as follows, [tmiitU'd'] 
To Hav(; and to Hold — the above granted, and bargained premises 
with the appurtenances thereof, unio him the said John Kdmonds his 
heirs and assigns forever. (Except the said widows right of dowry or 
Imi)rovemcnt during her natural life) to his, and their own proper 
use and behoof, ami also wc the >aid Stephen. Mosi-s. Hannah. James 
(irow cV: Klizabi'th h\^ wife, and Asalu'l Klliot A: (iemima his wife do 
for ourselve«<, our heirs, Kxeeutors and Adminisirators covenant with 
the said John Kdnuinds his heirs and assigns that at, and until the 
ensealing of these presi'uts, we are well scIzimI of the premises as a 
good indefeasible estate in fee simple an«l have good right, etc., etc. 
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In witness whereof have hereunto set our hand and seal the 30th 
day of January 171)ti. 

STEPHEN EDMUND, 
MOSES EDMUND, 
HANNAH EDMUND, 
(Hkv.) JAMES GKOW (of Thompson, Ct.) 
KLIZAHETH GROW, 
ASAHEL ELLIOTT, 
JEMIMA ELLIOTT. 

Signed, sealed and Delivered in presence of 
William Ahiiott, 
Lkm^ Inoals. 

PoMFUKT, Conn., Jan. .-{0, 171^). 
Pei*sonally appeared before ine the, etc., etc. 

Lem** Ingals, Justice Peace. 

5. Ehenkzeu'^ Edmands (J^heiiezer^, Ehenezei-^, Johii^, 
William^), eldest son of EhenezeH Ediniiiuls, Jr., and 
Hannah, his wife, l)orn in Dudley, Mass., 1754, mar- 

ried Molly or Mary Gale. He received two thirds of th(» 
estate of his father (as per order of the Court of Probate), 
and he resided on the paternal homes ead at Dudley, Mass., 
which he inherited. A deed of land jriven by them, Oct. 28, 
1778, runs as follows : — 

To all People to whom these Presents shall come, Cireetin*^: 

Know ye that we Kbenezer Kduiunds c^ Molly his wife, of Dudley, 
in the County of Worcester, and Slate of Mass. Hav, ete. . . . for and 
in eonsidenition of the sum of Two hundred and thirty six pounds, five 
shillings, lawful money, in hand, Keceived to our full satisfaction of 
Jonathan Bacon of Woodstock, in the said County and State afore- 
said. Do give, grant, bargain, sell & conlirm unto the said Jona. 
Bacon and to his heirs A: assigns forever, fifteen Acres and three 
Quarters of land situate in said Dudley, and bounded as follows, viz.: 
beginning at a heap of stones in the North line of Woodstock, and 
in a corner of said Bacon's land, from thence E:istwardly by said 
Woodstock line seventy eight rods, to a heap of stones, thence North 
East thirty six and a half rods, to land of John Ilascall. and from 
thence South west by said llascall's hind, twenty eight rods to the fii-st 
corner. 

To Have and to Hold, etc., etc. 
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In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands & seals the 
Twenty eighth Day of October A. D. 1778. 

(Signed) EliENEZER EDMUNDS, [seal.] 
MOLLY EDMUNDS. [seal.] 

In presence of 

Benj. Bacox. 
SamK Chandler. 
Kecd., Feb. 22, 1779. 

[See AVorcester Deeds, Lib. 80, foL 446.] 

Another deed recorded as follows : — 

To all y^* people to whom these presents shall come: 

Know ye; that I, Ebenezer Edmunds, of Dudley, in the County of 
Worcester, and Commonwealth of Mass., (xentleman, for and in con- 
sideration of the sura of twenty pounds lawful money, Received to 
my full satisfaction of Moses Edmunds, of Pomfret, in the County of 
Windham and State of Connecticut, Do give, grant, sell, convey, 
and forever (luitclaim unto him the said Moses Edmunds, to his heirs, 
and assigns forever, all the right and title I now have, or ever had, 
unto the Estate, both real and personal of my Honored Mother 
Hannah Abbott of said Pomfret &*^ To have and to hold, etc. . . . 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my name and seal this (20) 

twentieth day of August, in the year of our Lord One thousand seven 

hundred and ninety three. And Molly, wife of said Ebenezer 

Edmunds, in confirmation of her right of Dower in the premises, 

do, etc., etc. . . . 

(Signed) EBENEZER EDMUNDS, [l. s.] 

MOLLY EDMUNDS. [l. s.] 

In presence of 

IIknry Willard. 

JoirX ClIAMBKULAIN. 

Elisua Phatt. 

Dudley, August 20*^ 1703. 
Then personally appeared Ebenezer Edmunds signed his Instru- 
ment, etc., etc. 

Jorrx CiiAMnKKLATX, Justice Peace. 

[See Worcester Deeds, Lib. 118, fol. 2.31.] 

This Mr. Ehcriozcr' Edmunds was a soldier and an officer 
in the War of the Kevohition. Amonu: other inlerestin<i: 
recollections of the wjir, which he took ])leasurc in relating 
to his children, some of whom are still living (188(3), are the 
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following: 1. After having served for about three months, 
and, having hired a sul)stitute, he obtained a brief furlougli, 
for the purpose of returning home to be married. 2. That 
he and his men were at one time stationed in a *' tan yard " 
in Roxbury, where there were high heaps of tan bark ; that 
when the British fired upon them evenings, they could see 
the flash of their guns, and seeing would fall behind the 
said heaps of tan bark, out of danger.* That one [)oor 
fellow, one night, not getting down quite low enough (who 
was by his side), was hit on the head by a cannon-ball, 
which went through him lengthwise, leaving no visible re- 
mains, excepting his limbs. 3. That he was ordered, with 
a detachment of troops, at one time, to proceed to "Nod- 
dle's Island,'' and to take prisoner an old Tory there, and 
also to destroy his dwelling-house. They were "surprised" 
to find the island covered with British, who attacked them 
on their hasty retreat toward Boston, in boats ; one of 
his (Edmands's) companions was killed at his side, in the 
boat. It is worthy of note, however, that they took at least 
"one prisoner," namely, the old Tory's wife, who, on look- 
ing back (the house being on fire), "bewailed," and ex- 
claimed, "My new case of drawers all on fire." Mr. Edmands 
drew a pension during his life, and after his decease his 
widow received it. 

A little incident at the time of Shay's Rebellion, in which 
Ebenezer^ Edmands and his brother, John'* Edmands, acted 
a part, has been handed down. It seems that Shay was 
forcibly impressinrj men into his service, and these brothers 
Edmands, then living in the same house, and fearing that 
Shay, with a squad of men, would force his way into the 
house in the night, removed some of the short boards in 
the floor, just inside the door, so if they attempted to enter 
they would probably find a landing in the bottom of the 
cellar ; but, as it appears, the attempt was not made. 

• It is well known that wet tan bark Is very hard to penetrate. 
8 
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" The number of votes polled in Dudley, in an Election held 
December 3"*, 1775, was 47/' 

In 177G, the number of the inhabitants was 875, and on the 25* of 
April, 1777, it was voted, *' To <jive each soldier that will enlist to com- 
plete the Quota, which is ten (10), for three years, twenty pounds over 
and above the bounty before provided." 

The homestead of Ebenezer^ Edmands, and of his fore- 
fathers before him, was on the highway or "road" from Dud- 
ley village to Soutlibridge, at a jwint about three quailers 
of a mile northwest of the bridge across the Quinebaug 
River, known at the time as luman Bridge, and later on as 
Browns Bridge. 

Capt. Hosea Edmands, youngest son of Ebenezei*^ Ed- 
mands, now (188(>) eighty-eight years of age, states : — 

*' It is hard to determine just the time Ebene^.er* left the old 
homestead; but about the year 18<V2, ho moved from the south part of 
Sturbridge (at that time called Ilonest-town, now Southbrid«^e) to 
Dudley, with his family, where he ever afterward lived, and where he 
died; being buried in the aneient .irniveyard, three fourths of a mile 
north of Dudley meeting-house. About twentv-two vears later, 
when his wife died (she died in AVoodstock, Conn., while under the 
care of her granddaughter, Mrs. I'olly West), his remains were 
removed, and were reburied with' those of his wife, in one grave, in 
the cemetery in the north part of Thompson, Conn., a short distance 
east of Wilson ville, in school district No. 10, in a lot near the resi- 
dence of, and owned by their son Ilosea till 187r». This son llosea 
wtus born one half mile east of the bridge before mentioned, in 
Dudley." 

Ebenezer*^ Edmands died Nov, 30, 1833, in the eightieth 
year of his age ; Molly or Mary, his wife, died Aug. 23, 
1855, aged 97 years 5 months 17 days. 

Children of Ebonezcr* and Molly ((Jale) Edmands: 
I. Ebenezer^S Ixnn ; died 1806, in 

Dudley. 



II. 
III. 



•, born 
■, born 



IV. Fauny^, born 



; a daughter, died young. 

; a (lauixliter, died voun<»:. 

; died ; married 



Eli Marsh, of Sturbridge, Mass. 
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V. Lucy^, lx)rn ; died ; mar- 

ried Chester Bacon, of Woodstock, Conn. 
VI. Luther«, born 1783; died Feb. 12, 1877; 

married Betsey Allen, died Jan. 4, 1879. 
Their children were : 

I. AbigaiF, lx)rn Jan. 30, 1808, Charlton, Mass. ; 
married Tyler Thompson, of Southbridge, 
Mass. 
II. Ebenezer^, l)orn about 1810, Southbridge, 
Mass. ; maiTied Sarah C. North. 

III. Levi H.*^, born , White Water, 

Wis. ; married Sally Fairbanks, of South- 
bridge, Mass. 

IV. John^, born ; died young. 

V. Mary^, born ; died at the age of 

sixteen years. 
VI. Julia^ born July 15, 1823; died Oct. 13, 
1883, in Maiden, Mass. ; married, May 4, 
1841, Maaziah Sly, J^sq., of Southbridge, 
Mass. 
Children : 

I. Mary E.*, born Feb. 12, 1842; married, 

Aug. (>, 18()4, Daniel I. Emerson, Jr., 
and had Mabel E.^ l)orn April 10, 18()6 ; 
George K,^, born Aug. 18, 18G7, and 
Mary IsabeP, born Dec. 1, 1870. 

II. Martha L.^, born March 13, 1844; died 

Feb. 22, 1845. 
III. Edward A.^, born Nov. 28, 1848; name 
changed on his own petition, by decree 
of Probate Court, at Boston, Nov. 2, 
18()8, to Jxlward A. Stevens; married, 
Oct. 24, 1872, Miss Lilian A. Weeks; 
now (188()) reside at Braintree, Mass., 
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his business being in Boston. Chil- 
dren : Harold C.^ Stevens, born May 
27, 1874 ; Louis M.® Stevens, l)orn 
Aug. 25, 1877 ; Lilian E.^ Stevens, 
Ixmi Oct. 25, 1885. 
VII. Walter*, lK)m ; died ; 

married ; removed to Bumhnm, Me., 

where he lived and died, 
viii. Zilisi'^, In^rn ; died , Dudley ; 

married IWtsev Slv, of Dudlev, Mass. 
IX. Salem^, lH>rn ; died 1885; phy- 

sician. New York Citv : married Kaehel Sabin, of 
Dudlev, Mass. 
X. Ilenrv*^, In^rn 170(>: of Mohawk, Herkimer 

County, New York : married Thankful Whit<5, of 
New^H)rt, New York ; he was living 1881. 

XI. , lH>rn 

XII. llosea*^, lH>rn Jan. 29, 1798, in Dudley, Mass. (of 
whom sec next i>iigc). 
Keferring to (he children of El>enezer^ and ^lolly (Gale) 
Edmands, a local newspaper states : — 

** The family, a^i a whole, was noted for their longevity, — eleven 
living to grow up to manhood ami womanhomK ten to eomparatively 
old aire; thrvH^ now livinj? ( L^^^l^^ tl»** vomiirest beiuir nearly eijjhtv-four 
years old. Another noted feature is, these nine brothers claimed, and 
the claim was admitted, that for physical power and strength of con- 
stitution they were the champion family of Dudley.'- 

At the time of the decease of Molly Edmands, in 1855, 
the number of their descendants was one hundred and nitie ; 
namelv, thirteen children, tiftv-thrcc irrandchildren, and 
fortv-two !rrcat-»xrandcliildren, and one !;rcat-:j:reat-<rrand- 
child; of which number thirtv-four were dead. Of the 
thirteen chihlren, oiirht lived lonir past the meridian of 
life. Fanny (Marsh) aiul Lucy (Bacon) lived to great age. 
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Luther died at the age of ninety-four years ; Salem died at 
the age of ninety-three ; and Ilosea is still in robust health, 
in 1880 was eighty-eight. 

G. Capt. IIosea^* Edmands (Ebenezer*, J^l)enezer^, Ehen- 
ezei-^, John^, William*), l)orn in Dudley, Mass., Jan. 2J), 
1798; married, 1st, Ursula Burgess, of Thompson, Conn., 
Doc. 22, 1822, born in Thompson, Ccmn., J'eb. 7, 1801, 
died Nov. 16, 1854; married, 2d, Mrs. Soprona Shumway, 
of Wel)st<5r, Mass., daughter John Alton, Sr., of Thompson, 
(^nn., , 1856, died Feb. 12, 18(56; married, 3d, 

Mrs. Phoibe Kenny, daughter of John Miller, of Thompson, 
Conn., May 21, 1866, died April 21, 1875. 

Ilosea Edmands, the youngest child of J^benezer^ and 
Molly Edmands, was born in Dudley, Mass., Jan. 29, 1798. 
In his youthful days he attended school in the winter 
seascm, and worked on a farm in the summer, as was the 
custom in all that region. At the age of eighteen, he 
Ixmght of his father the remaining time of his minority, and 
apprenticed himself to Roland Perry, to learn the carpenter's 
trade; after having faithfully served his time, he worked at 
his trade, as a journeyman, until he was nearly twenty-five, 
when, on Dec. 22, 1822, he married Ursula Burgess, a most 
amiable and Christian lady. They soon after bought and 
settled upon a farm in the north part of Thomi)son, Conn., 
a short distance east of the village of Wilsonville ; here his 
children were born, and here the hapj)iest portion of his life 
wjis passed. Here he and his wife embraced religion, and 
both were bai)tized in the French River, which was near by, 
March 17, 1831, by Rev. Mr. Barrett, of Webster, Mass. 
(the adjoining town), and united with his Baptist church in 
that place. Over this church, a few years later, he was 
chosen to be deacon, which office he declined. 

In i>olitics, Mr. Edmands has always been a conscientious 
man ; more than half a century ago he was identified with 
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the old Federal party. Then he became a strong anti-Mason 
man, casting his votes against all secret societies, especially 
the Masons. 

Then he was with the "Know-Nothing" movement, and a 
little later was a pioneer and leader in the great anti-slavery 
struggle, always casting his vote on the side of freedom for 
the slaves until the great victory was won, and the Emanci- 
pation Proclamation was issued by the martyr President, 
Abraham Lincoln. 

Of late years he has been an ardent Prohibitionist, and 
now (188(5) announces his intention of voting this ticket 
straight, as long as his life lasts. 

At different periods of his long, useful, and quiet life, he 
has served his fellow-citizens \vith his share of the burdens 
of local and town offices ; has been justice of the peace for 
many years, agent for the town in disbursing public moneys, 
etc., etc. 

But it was in his military career that he took the most 
pleasure and pride. This career began in Dudley, Mass., 
where, after serving as sergeant, was elected to be lieutenant, 
but removing to Thompson, in Connecticut, before receiving 
his conunission, he could not accept it. We next find him 
in the militia of Connecticut. His commission to be lieu- 
tenant of the 9th Company, lltli Regiment of Infantry, was 
dated April 9, 1832, and was signed by John S. Peters, 
captain-general and commander-in-chief in and over the 
State of Connecticut. His second commission as captain of 
the same company of the same regiment, 5th Brigade, was 
dated Feb. 22, 1833, and signed l)y Henry W. Edwards. 

Briefly stated, his military record was as follows : Sixteen 
years of military duty in all, one year out of the sixteen 
only as a private. Training in a company in Dudley, Mass., 
was chosen fourth corporal the first year, rising rapidly to 
an election as lieutenant ; went into the ranks, in Thompson, 
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Conn. ; was chosen sergeant the first day, then rising to he 
captAin, as before shown. 

Isaac Mills, of the Brandy Hill district, of Thompson, 
was Captain Edmands's colonel in 1833, and under date of 
July 2J), 1886, the aged Colonel Mills writes as follows : — 

" I well remember Captain Edniands, especially his military career. 
He was one of the most competent military commanders we ever had 
in our regiment, and was highly prized and esteemed as such." 

Captain Edmands was succeeded in office by Schuyler 
Elliot, Joel Copeland, and Joseph Wheaton, Jr. 

The company training usually took place on Thompson 
Hill, while the regimental drills were usually held on the 
larger field, or common, at Woodstock. After his training 
days were over, many years of domestic peace and happiness 
passed over his head ; his children grew up to maturity, 
married, and estal)lished homes of their own, in Boston or 
its vicinity. In 1854, a cloud came over his horizon; ,the 
beloved and cherished wife, Ursula, with whom he had 
journeyed for thirty-two years, sickened and died, leaving 
him in solitude alone. He married again and again ; but yet 
is still alone; like a solitary cedar or hemlock, when all its 
fellows for a quarter of a century past have gone, he still 
stands, a living link between the great dead past and the liv- 
ing, bustling present. Now in his eighty-ninth year, is 
residing in Maiden, Mass. 

" lie is like a shock of corn in its season, fully ripe, and ready for 
the harvest, watching and waiting for the summons to come, and 
with a steadfast trust in the mercy of God." 

Children : 

I. Mary Dianna''^, born March 3, 1825 ; married, Sept. 
4, 1843, Hon. Elisha Slade Converse (by Rev. L. 
G. Leonard), son of Ellisha and Betsey (Wheaton) 
Converse, born July 28, 1820, and had children: 
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Frank Eugene, Mary Ida, HaiTy E., and Frances 
Eugenia. For further details, see ''Family Record'' 
of Hon. Elisha S. Converse {this book). 

II. Thomas Ormsby^, l)orn in Thompson, Conn., Aug. 

21, 1830; married, Oct. 26, 1850, Miss Hannah 
B. White, of Oxford, Mass., by Rev. Mr. Paine. 
Have had three children : 
I. Eva Maria®, born Sept. 20, 1851 ; married. 

May 9, 1872, Albert Macomber, by Rev. 

B. K. Russ. 
II. Allie Ursula®, born Fob. 2, 1854 ; died Aug. 

3, 1875. 
III. Mary Gertrude®, born Nov. 19, 1862 ; is noted 

as a sweet and accurate singer. 

III. Fanny Marsh"', l)orn in Thompson, Conn., Sept. 29, 

1835 ; married, Sept. 29, 1853, Mr. Hale Jacol)s, 
Jr., of Thompson, Conn., by the Rev. G. W. Dor- 
rence. She is a distinguished vocalist. 
Children : 

I. Ella Angelinc®, born July 18, 1854, in Thomp- 

son, Conn. ; married, Nov. 1, 1876, Mr. 
Benjamin Elmer Sweet, of Maiden, Mass., 
by Rev. S. W. Foljambe. 
Children : 

I. An infant sou'^ l)orn Oct. 22, 1880; died 

Oct. 22, 1880. 

II. Marion Elmore'', born Nov. 4, 1883. 

II. A second child, a daughter, was l)orn to Mr. 

and Mrs. Hale Jacobs, Dec. 25, 1858 ; died 
Feb, 16, 1859. 
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ROBEKT WllEATON, 

SWANSEA. WALES, SALEM AND UEIIOBUTII, MASS. 



1. KoBEiiT* WiiKATON, of Kolioboth, Mtiss., wsis bom 
1W)5, in Swansea, Wales, and came to this country between 
the years 1()30 and 1G3(); married Alice Howen, daujrhter 
of Richard Bowen ; died IGDo-G, aged 90 years. The 

first mention we have seen of him is on the town records of 
the city of Salem, Mass., as follows : — 

'' Town Mektino, The G»S 11*'' iiio., UYMk 
'' Robert AVlieato. refused to be Inhabitant." 




u 



I . ^ ifi^ f^^'^^l!^^ 



2{o&{''nyre^iJhr'n^afi^ ^ ^&^^^tU^ 



"Town Meeting, 2r,ti', j)th ,,^0., i(;3S. 

**Of the several proportions of land laid out at Marble Head this 
XV^ of the 9"> mouetli 1()38, To Robert Wheaden <;ranted x (10) acres 
of Laud." 

That on the 

'' 1" Day of y" 2"" Moneth, 1G44. 

" Robert Wheaden desireth some ground at y*" ijjreal lotts. 

" Graunted to Robert Wheaden xx (20) acres of Land necre to 
the marsh at Mr. JMshops lYanue, to be laid out by the towne, condi- 
tionallie that if hee dep*« from the towne before bee improve it, it 
shall return to the towne." 

This last-mentioned land was in that part of Salem 
now known as Danvers ; it was at the foot of the hill, 
near the pear-tree said to have been set out by Governor 
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Endicott on his farm. This pear-tree is now enclosed by a 
rail fence. 

No further record of Robert Wheaton appears on the town 
records of Salem, and none appear at the Registry of Deeds 
or at the Probate Office ; and although it is known that chil- 
dren were born to him in Salem, no record of tlieir baptism, 
or any mention of him or his family, appears on the church 
records of Salem. 

This is not surprising, when all the facts in the case are 
considered. 

First. That Robert Wheaton came from the pure, un- 
mixed, native Welsh, or rather Cumry nice, which was of 
Tartaric origin ; which race, though often driven to the 
mountain fastnesses of Wales by the Angles, Saxons, and 
Normans, was never subjugated. They never intermarried 
as did the Angles, Saxons, and Normans, and never since 
A. D. 180 changed their religion. They never gave adher- 
ence to the Church of Rome, and when the followers of 
Martin Luther and John Calvhi came among them, they 
found nothing to reform. While they were not Romanists, 
they were not of the Church of England ; neither were they 
like the Pilgrim Fathers on the one hand, or the Puritans on 
the other; yet, in common with tlie two hitter, they desired 
tlie same religious freedom tliat all hi time obtained in com- 
ing to these tlien inhospitable shores. 

Second. Their religion, creed, church government, and 
mode of worship were, and ever had been, essentially like 
the Bai)tists of the i)rosent day. Their views were wholly 
unlike those held by the Puritans and Pilgrim Fathers in 
many respects. 

Robert Wheaton was in active sympatliy with OI)adiah 
Holmes and Roger Williams, the latter being banished from 
Salem and the Colony in the fall of Kloo, by the Puritans. 
Roger Williams, who was a Welshman and a Baptist, re- 
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moved to Rehoboth, which was in the jurisdiction of the 
Pilgrim Fathers of Plymouth, who, though more tolerant 
than the Puritans, yet drove him still farther on and across 
the Blackstone River, where he founded the present city of 
Providence. The principles which he laid down, both in re- 
ligion and politics, may be summed up in one word, toleu- 

ATION. 

Robert Wheaton and his family removed from Salem to 
Rehoboth between the years 1043 and 1()4(), where he, and 
some of his sons, were instrumental in the upbuilding of 
the first Baptist church in Massachusetts, which was located 
in that part of Rehoboth afterwards ceded to the Baptists, 
and named Swansea. Robert Wheaton, like Roger Williams, 
was a i)ioneer, a forerunner of a large number of Welsh 
Baptists, who, a few years later, came over from Wales and 
settled in that region. 

Who shall say that the influence of those early Welsh 
settlers for good upon the destinies of the people of this 
country was second to that of the Puritan or Pilgrim 
Fathers ? 

The reasons are, therefore, apparent why Robert Wheaton 
"refused to be Inhabitant" of Salem in 1()3(), and why lands 
in 1644 were granted him, "conditionallie that if he de})'" 
from the towne before hee improves it, it shall return to the 
towne," and why there is no mention of him, or the baptism 
of any of his children, on the church records of Salem. 

During the year 1043, the proi)rietors of Rehoboth were 
"required to give in the value of their estates." Tliere were 
fifty-eight in all returned ; No. 20 reads as follows : — 

" Mr. Obadiah Ilolmo.s, formerly of Salcni, now Hobert Wlieaton's, 
£10O:00:()0." 

"On tht' 18th of ^\^^. y2'h Moncth (Feb.) KUfJ, at a nieetincr of the 
town, it was ajj^reed to draw lots for the new iiiedow, and to 1)0 <livided 
according to person an<l estate, only those that were un(U»r I'loO 
estate to be made up to i;l50.-' 
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Robert Wheaton drew lot No. 25. In 1658, and also in 
1668, ho drew other lots of land (see Bliss' "History of 
Rehoboth"). In 1657 he took the ''oath^of fidelitie," and 
in 1658 was admitted freeman. 

In 1683, Aug. 18, he gave deed of land in the North Pur- 
chase, now Attleboro, to his son Benjamin. He suffered 
all the horrors of the Indian War of 1675, being where it 
first broke out in all its savage fury, King Philip having his 
home at Mount Hope, not far distant from Rehoboth. 

His homestead was in the south part of the town, and has 
b(»(m in successive generations of his descendants up to, and 
including, the present (1886) time. As before stated, he 
was instrumental in the upbuilding of the first Baptist church 
in Massachusetts, at this place, and over which his son 
Kj)hraim became a distinguished minister. He died 1695-6, 
leaving widow Alice ov AJace, as then spelled, sole executrix 
of his will. He lies interred in the ancient burying-ground 
(which was near to his homestead farm), near by the grave 
of his son E})hraim, but with no stone to tell the spot. 

KOBEirr WIIEATON'S WILL. 
I>c it known Unto all men by these presents, that I, Robert 
Wbcaton of llie Town of Uehobolb, in y« county of Bristol, In his 
Majesties Territory and Dominion of New England, being weake & 
aged, Yet throngh the goodness of god of a good Competent Memory 
and rndcrstanding, Doe this Second Day of October Anno Dom. 
l()S7, Mak(5 this my last will and Testament hereby Revoking and 
Disannlling and making Voyde all former AV ills and Testaments made 

by me. 

Imp*^'. I give* and beqneath Unto my Eldest son Joseph and to 

the heirs of liis Body, Twenty acres of land that wtis layd ont on the 
Kast side? of Palmers Hiyer and a pan-ell of Salt Marsh at the hun- 
dred acres aboye the Dirth, and Ten pounds Estate of Commons in 
Hehoboth, And if it so happen that .Josej)!! Dye without Issue tlien 
all the said lands giycn to my said Sou Joseph at his Deeetise (alowing 
the thirds to his ^yife her lifetime) shall Descend to my son Samuel's 
Children. 

Itteni. 1 give and becpieatb to my son Jeremiah My lott Ijist layde 
out in wachamoket Neck, and my Medow at Bushy Mcdow, and Ten 




DEACONS JAMBS W. AND ELI8HA 8. C50NVER8E. 47 

pounds Estate of Commons in Rchoboth to him & to his heirs and 
Assigns forever. 

Ittem. I give & bequeath Unto my Son John & his heires & Assigns 
forever Ten pounds Estate of Commons in the Town of Rehoboth. 

Ittem. I give & bequeath unto my son Obadiah & his lieirs & As- 
signs for ever all y« Rest of my lands in the North Purchased lands 
which I have not given '' to my sons Ephraim & Benjamin by Deed 
under my hand & Scale." 

Ittem. I give unto my son Epliraim Twenty acres of land at Pal- 
mers River & a piece of medow at Palmers River, being the upper 
piece joyning to Rivo Leonards and a third part of the undivided land 
on the North side and Ten pounds of Commons in Rehoboth all which 
s'* lands and medow I Iiave given him as appears by Deed of Gift. 

Ittem. I give Unto my Son Benjamin one half of my tifty acre 
lott on tlie North side and my share of Medow on y^ North side and 
one Third part of my Undivided land in the North Purchase all which 
I have formerly given a Deed of Gift. 

Ittem. 1 give to my son Samuel's Children Ten pounds Estate of 
Commons in Rehoboth to them their heires & Assigns forever. 

Ittem. I give & bequeath unto my three Daughters Bethia, Han- 
nah, & Ma IT Twelve pounds apiece. 

Ittem. I give & bequeath to my Beloved wife Alice my House & 
lands iV: medows Divided & Undivi<led and all mv house-hold (lOods 
& Stock of Cut wood of all sorts which 1 Iiave not before Disi)os('d 
oiT her Comfortable livelv hood. And that at her Decease She shall 
liave Liberty & Authority to Dispose it according to her Discression. 

Ittem. It is my Will & I do hereby ordain & appoint my Beloved 
wife Alice to be my Sole Executrix of this my last will. 

Ittem. It is Likewise my will that if it please god by his I'rovi- 
dence so to order that if my beloved wife Decease before me that 
what Housing lands or other Estate which I have given my wife by 
this Will or what Remains of *' it at my Decease shall be eciually 
Divided among" my Children both Sous & Daughters. And it is my 
will that my Son Joseph have my house & home lott Upon an Indif- 
ferent apprisal made by Indifferent men Paying the Value so apprised 
(Excepting his part) to his Brothers «& Sisters. In witness hereof 
that this (is) my last Will & Testament, I have hereunto sett my 
hand & Scale the Day & year first written on the other sid(». 

ROBERT AVHEATON. [l. s.] 

Signed, Sealed & acknowledged in the presence of us. 
John Peck. 
William Caupkntek. 
John Butterwoutii. 

Proved, The 24^'' Feb™ ir)Or)(()). Ent Mch 2 l()l)r,((J). 

JouN Cakey, Jiey*'. 
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Robert Wheaton in his lifetime giive to his children nearly 
all of his handsome property. What remained after his 
death was appraised at £75 lOs. 8(Z., and was sworn to by 
his widow and executrix, on the 24th February, 1695-6. 
Children of Robert and Alice Wheaton : 
I. Joseph^, bom in Salem ; inhabitant Rehoboth, 1669 ; 
drew lands in Swansea, 1670; gave deed of lands 
to Thomas Wood, 1676 ; trooper under Captain 
Ilutchenson, in King Philip's War; member Bap- 
tist church, Swansea. 
11. Saniuor-, born in Salem prior to 1645 ; died in Swan- 
sea, Feb. 2, l()83-4 ; drew lands in Swansea, 1670 ; 
inhabitant, 1670-; trooper in Captjiin Ilutchenson's 
company ; meml>er Baptist church ; had son Sam- 
ueP, born July 21, 1683. 

III. Jeremiah'^, born in Salem, living in Rehoboth, 1689 ; 

married Hannah ; had seven children, as 

follows : Hannah^, born July 3, 1666 ; Jeremialr'^, 
born March 8, 1669 ; John^, born Sept. 2, 1671 ; 
Sarah^, born Sept. 29, 1673 ; Ebenezcr^, born 
March 7, 1677 ; Mary^, or Mehitable^, born April 
2, 1681 ; NathanieP, born March 6, 1682. 

IV. Ciiristoi)hci*^, born in Salem probably, and prior to 

1645; lived at Hull, 1675; soldier in Captain 
Johnson's company during the Indian War; mar- 
ried Martha : died at Hull, 1684. Will 

proved at Boston, ilay 6, 1684; inventory, £79 
7.*?. ikl. Had son Christopher^, of llingham, who 

married Sarah ; he died 1719; will proved 

Oct. 28, 1719; inventorv, £292 3.^. He had 
four chiidivn : Benjamin^, Christopher'*, Isaiah^, 
and nonj;imin* again. The latter removed to Men- 
don, Mass., and died Aug. 12, 1726; he married 
Margaret ; was a cooper l)y trade. In bis 
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lifetiinc he, by "Deeds of Gift," gave lands to his 
sons ; he died intestate ; inventory, £150 95. 6c?. 
lie had four children : Benjamin*'*, who married, 
April 14, 1719, Abigail Green, and sold eighty 
acres land in Mendon ; Daniel'', David^. One Sam- 
uel Whealon, son, perhaps, of Benjamin^, married 
Feb. 24, 1718, and had Mary, born Oct. 23, 1718. 
Family no further traced. 
V. Obadiah^, born in Rehoboth, 1(547 ; removed to Mil- 
ton, Mass., from whence he joined Captain John- 
son's company, in the war 1()75. 

VI. John^, born in Rehoboth^ April 20, 1050; died July 

25, 1737 ; married Elizabeth Carpenter, and being 
of our line, will be taken up later on. 

VI I. Bethia*^, born May 20, 1652 ; married, Sept. 4, 1674, 

William Blanding, of Rehoboth ; mentioned in her 
father's will; living 1687. 
VIII. Hannah^, born Sept. 15, 1654; married Butter- 
worth ; living 1687. 

IX. Mary^, born Nov. 4, 1656; living 1687. 

XI. Benjamin^, born February, 1661 ; living 1687 ; re- 
ceived gift of lands in Attleboro, from his father 
Robert, in 1683. 
X. Rev. Ephraim^, born in Rehoboth, Oct. 20, 1659 ; 
died in the same place, April 26, 1734; married, 
1st, August, 1676, Mary, daughter Sampson and 
Mary (Butterworth) Mason. She was born Feb. 
7, 1660. Married, 2d, Hannah , who prob- 
ably survived him, as she was mentioned in his 
will, which bore date of May 20, 1729, and proved 
May 10, 1734. lie was a distinguished Baptist 
minister, and was settled over the first Baptist 
church of Massachusetts (which was located at 
Rehoboth, afterwards Swansea) from 1704 to the 
4 
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day of his death, 1734. To afford some idea of 
the religious character of Mr. Wheaton, his father 
Bobert, and his brothers, and what they endured 
for their freedom of worship, the following will be 
added. 
This church, which Rev. Ephraim Wheaton, his father 
Rol)ert, his brothers, John, Joseph, and Samuel, were in- 
strumental in organizing, was constituted at Rehoboth in the 
year 16G3. Mr. Obadiah Holmes, previously of Salem, was 
their first minister. Four petitions were soon lodged at 
court against the members of this church : one from Reho- 
both, signed by thirty-five persons ; one signed by all the 
clergymen in the Colony, only two excepted ; the third from 
Taunton, and the last from the government of Massachusetts 
Bay. 

The Plymouth magistrates merely ordered them to desist 
from practices disagreeable to their brethren. They, how- 
ever, bound their leader and minister, Mr. Holmes, in the 
sum of ten pounds for his appearance at couit. Mr. Holmes 
was seized and confined in jail, in Boston. He was charged 
with the crimes of preaching the Gospel, administering the 
sacrament, re-baptizing persons who had previously been 
baptized, and disclaiming against the sprinkling of infants ; 
which being proved, he was fined thirty pounds, or to be 
well whipped. He was publicly whipped, receiving thirty 
lashes. Each member of this church was fined five pounds, 
and ordered by the government to desist from their meet- 
ings. Later on, they were ordered to remove their " meet- 
ing" to some other place, "where they might not prejudice 
any other church." Still later, viz., in 1()()7, the Plymouth 
court granted to those people "a grant of a town to be 
called Swansea" . . . "that the Baptists might have a 
resting-place." 

Their second minister was Elder John Myles, who had 
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been minister over the Baptist church in Swansea, in Wales, 
from 1649 to 1662. After the death of Oliver Cromwell, 
Charles II. came into power, and the Act of Uniformity was 
passed in 1662, by which some two thousand of the best 
ministers were ejected from their })laces, because they re- 
fused to conform to the Church of England. Among these 
ministers was Elder John Myles. This was a reign of 
terror in Great Britain, and it is said that more than eight 
thousand persons were imprisoned. In this state of affairs, 
Elder Mylcs, and many members of his Welsh church, emi- 
gnited, somewhat hastily, to this country ; and, fortunately 
for the future historian and genealogist, brought over with 
them the book of records of their ancient church in Wales ; 
which book is well preserved at the present time, and is 
written in a clear and beautiful style of penmanship, and is 
in the custody of the Baptist church now at North Swansea, 
Mass. Elder Myles was pastor of this church when the war 
of 1675 was nigiug ; here it first opened. While this church, 
including the Wheatons, were engaged in public worship, 
the Indians began to close in around them ; and while the 
people were wending their way to their several homes, the 
Indians attacked them, killing some outright, and wounding 
many others, and succeeded in burning more than half the 
town. The house of Elder Myles was made into a garrison. 
The sutlering which these people endured during this horri- 
ble war can never be fully known. 

Soon after receiving a grant of a townshij), these Baptists 
laid out sundry parcels of land, which they called i)astors' 
and teachers' lots. The surveys of those lots were recorded 
in the book of church records brought over from Wales, 
before alluded to ; the doings of the church here were also 
recorded in tliat ancient book. In 1718, Richard Harden 
became l)oth a deacon and a clerk of this church. He began 
to build a house, and to make improvements upon one of 
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these lots set apart as pastors' and teachers' lots. " He was 
tempted with the notion that by destroying the record of 
those lots, he could obtain that on which he lived, as com- 
mon land ; and behold all the records of the Swansea church, 
between 1663 and 1718 (a space of fifty-five years), were 
taken out of the book, and never have been recovered." The 
loss of all these records will explain, in part, why our 
Wheaton record is so meagre between It) 63 and 1718. 

Rev. Ephraim Wheaton was the next pastor, and was set- 
tled over it, as before mentioned, in 1704. The Rev. J. J. 
Thatcher, pastor, in 1863, said: "Mr. Wheaton appears to 
have been a man who exerted a great and good influence on 
the church, and on others, also, and the church was highly 
prosperous. According to the records we have, in about five 
years after, having become sole pastor, he baptized fifty into 
membership of the church." Of this revival, Rev. Mr. 
Wheaton gjive an account in a letter to Mr. Thomas HoUis, of 
London, an eminent Baptist, and the generous founder of the 
Hollis Professorship in Harvard University, at Cambridge, 
he giving £1,400. 

The letter of Mr. Hollis in reply to Mr. Wheaton's letter 
cannot fail to interest every worthy descendant of Rol)ert 
Wheaton. The letter was accompanied with a gift of valu- 
able books, a copy of which letter, word for word, is as 
follows : — 

London, March 13, 1722-3. 
Dear Sir^ — I rejoice in the success of your ministry and increase 
of your church, which will naturally increase your cares with your 
joy. I mourn because of the ignorance of your sleeping Sabbata- 
rians. Let us be thankful for our own light; pity them, pray for 
them, and endeavor in love to lead them into the light. God, that 
hath shined into our hearts by his Gospel, can lead them from Sinai's 
Covenant and the Law of Ceremonies into the liberty of the New 
Covenant, and the grace thereof. I pity to see professors drawing 
back to the I^aw, antl I desire to remember our standing is by grace; 
therefore not to be high-minded over them, but fear, remembering 
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our Lord's words, " Watch and pray, lest ye enter into temptation." 
Every word of God is precious. The saints love it, and they that 
honor Him he will honor; and in keeping of it there is present peace 
and a promise of future reward. We now live by faith and not by 
sight. He that endureth to the end shall be saved. Go on sowing 
the seed, looking up to Him whose work it is, whoever be the " planter 
or the waterer" ; and as you abound in your labors and find Him mul- 
tiplying seed unto you, may you yet abound more and more, is my 
sincere wish, tiet no man rob us of our comfortable hope that when 
we cease to be here, we shall be present with the Lord, in whose 
presence, the saint believes, in fulness of joy, in a separate state, 
and an expectation of greater in the resurrection, when it shall be 
manifested how He loved them. Let none jeer us out of our duty now 
to lisp forth his praises, since hereafter we expect to sing in a better 
manner the song of the Lamb in a nobler chorus. 

In reference to your poll tax and other taxes which are necessary 
for the support of government and society, they are not to be 
esteemed a burden. 'T is giving tribute of tythes to whom tribute is 
due, unless the taxes oppress you unequally because you are Baptists 
and Separatists. K so, then let me know (who profess myself a 
Baptist), and I will endeavor to have a word spoken for you to the 
Governor, that you be eased. 

You know that your profession is not popular in your country 
or ours, few, if any, of the great men submitting to a plain institu- 
tion. And as we profess ourselves the disciples of Christ, 't is our 
duty to take up '' our cross " with patience, and pay parochial (hity 
where we live, and voluntarily to maintain our own charges, thankful 
for our liberty as men and Christians, to our God, who in His Provi- 
dence has inspired many magistrates and ministers in your provinces 
with a truer spirit of catholic charity than formerly. 

You have heard, or may be informed by Mr. Callcnder, of my 
found'g in Harvard C'ollego, and the provision I have made for 
Baptist youths to be educated for the ministry, and equally regarded 
with Pedobaptists. If you know any duly qualified, inform me, and 
I shall be glad to recommend them for the first vacancy. And to 
close: — while we profess to woi*ship God nearer to the rule of prim- 
itive institutions and practice of our great l*roi)het and Teacher, tht; 
Lord Jesus Christ, and his Apostles, let our light so shine before men, 
in all holy conversation, that such as may be ready to speak evil of 
our way be ashamed. May serious religion and Godliness, in the 
power of it, flourish among you, and everything that goes in to make 
a true Christian. Where the true image of Christ is found in any, I 
call them the excellent of the earth. With such, I delight to associate 
and worship, whatever denomination they may go by among men. 
And this I would do till we all come into the unity of the spirit, &c. 
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And now, dear sir, I commend you to God and to the word of His 

grace &c. Acts xx. 32. 

Your loving friend, 

THOS. HOLLIS. 
To Mr. Epiiraim WnEL\TON, 

Minister in Swansea, New England, 

On the 26th of January, 1732, the aged Mr. Wheaton 
preached at the installation of Elder Comer over a new Bap- 
tist ehui*oh, called Oak Swamp. On April 18, 1733, Mr. 
Samuel Maxwell was ordained associate with Mr. Wheaton. 
Although Mr. Wheaton ministered in Swansea, his place of 
residence was in a contiguous part of Rehoboth, w^here ho 
died April 2(). 1734, aged 7.3 years. He lies buried near 
by, a stone marking his gnive. His will is very interesting, 
but too lengthy for insertion here; inventory, £1,251 12.<<. 
Id. He left four sons and five daughters, all l>orn to him, 
undoubtedly, by his tii-st wife, Mary Mason. Although not 
of our line, it will be interesting to tnice some of his de- 
scendants, some of whom became very useful in life, and 
some, distinguished. 

James^ Wheaton (Kev. Ephraim*-, Robert^), born Oct. 7, 
1(585; married ^lary , who survived him, and is men- 
tioned in his will, proved Jan. 22, 1742. Eight children 
are mentioned in the will. James"*, the third son, born Dec. 
11, 1717; died July 8, 1778, intestate; his wife, Sarah, 
died June 29, 1778. They had eleven children, three of 
whom we will mention : Joseph^, born Nov. 30, 1745 ; 
maiTicd Sarah ; was a colonel (Col. Kellogg was his ad- 
jutant, 1799). His son. Rev. Josephus*^, graduated Brown 
University, 1812. Of him Rev. Jacob Ide, a fellow-student 
at Brown University, said: "Rev. Josephus was distin- 
guished as a scholar of superior abilities, amiable disposition, 
and engaging maimers." AI)out 1815 he became pastor of 
the Congregational church at Ilolliston, Mass., where he 
continued till his death, 1825. Another son of Joseph^ was 
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Horatio G.^, M. D. ; graduated Brown Univei-Rity, 1820 ; 
died Oct. 8, 1824, in Charleston, S. C, of yellow fever. 
He was distinguished as a scholar of fine talents. Jessie^, 
M. D., of Dedham, was a prisoner on hoard the celebrated 
*' Jersey " ship ; died, aged 84, about 1847. James^ (James'*, 
James^, Rev. Ephraim^, Robert^), born March 3, 1747-8; 
went from Swansea to Pomfret, Conn., 1775. We learn 
nothing furtlier of him, or any of his descendants, if he liad 
any. He must not be confounded with our Deacon James 
Wheaton, who married Sarah Slade, who also removed from 
Swansea to Pomfret, Conn., 1777-8. Anotlier son of Rev. 
Ephraim^, viz., DanieF, born Aug. 24, 1G98, married Tibi- 
tha, daughter James Howen ; liad eight children : Nathaniel^, 
the eldest, born Dec. 30, 1732 ; died Oct. 0, 1795 ; removed 
to Providence, R. I., Feb. 22, 1750; married, June 20, 
1757, Hannah, daughter Samuel Burr, of Rehoboth ; she 
was born May G, 1738; died Nov. 30, 1815; had ten chil- 
dren. Seth'^', the second child, born Nov. 15, 1759 ; died 
Oct. 26, 1829 ; married Abigail Wheaton (Ephmim^ Rev. 
Ephraim^, Robert^), and had Mary'*, who married Thomas 
Rivers, Nov. 23, 1813; also Hon. Henry^* Wheaton, born, 
Providence, R. I., Nov. 27, 1785; entered IJrown Univer- 
sity, 1802 ; became a distinguished writer on international 
law, and was United States Minister at Berlin ; he died 
March 11, 1848, at Dorchester, Mass. Another son of Rev. 
Ephraira^ Wheaton, viz., Ephraim'S born Jan. 10, 1090-1, 
married Mary Goffe, of New London, Conn., daughter, as 
l)elieved, of Gen. William Gottc, the regicide, and had Abi- 
gail*, who married Seth'' Wheaton, as before mentioned ; 
also had Dr. George* Wheaton, born Aug. 18, 1728 ; died 
June 4, 1803, at Norton, Mass. ; married Elizabeth Morey, 
Oct. 4, 1750; in 1758 was surgeon's mate in an expedition 
for "the total reduction of Canada." He was much em- 
ployed in public affairs, representative to Legishiture, etc. ; 



56 FAMILY RECORD OF 

his son, Rev. George^, bom July 6, 1751 ; graduated Har- 
vard University, 1769; pastor Congregational churcli, Clarc- 
mont, N. H. ; died June 24, 1773. The town erected a 
monument over his grave, with the following inscription 
thereon : — 

" His genius was bright and promising; his private conversation 
pleasing and instructive; his public perfomianccs devout, manly, and 
graceful." 

Another son of Dr. George'* Whcaton was DanieF, born 
Sept. 10, 1767 ; graduated Harvard University, 1791 ; 
studied law; died at Easton, Mass., Sept. 11, 1841. A 
third son of Dr. George'*, viz., Hon. Laban^ Wheaton (Dr. 
George^, Ephraim^, Rev. Ephraira^, Robert^), l)oru March 
13, 1754; gi'aduated HaiTard University, 1774; studied 
law; settled at Norton, Mass., where he acquired an exten- 
sive practice, and accumulated a large fortune. '■ He was a 
man of great intellectual power, and deeply versed in legal 
knowledge, standing for many years at the head of the bar 
in Bristol County ; was several times member of the Legis- 
lature ; was chief justice of the Court of Common Pleas 
and of the Court of Sessions, and a member of Congress for 
eight years." Married, 1st of June, 1794, Fanny Morey. 
He founded, at Norton, Mass., the Wheaton Female Semi- 
nary, in 1835. He was chairman of the board of trustees 
thereof until his death, March 23, 184(), aged 92 years. 
His son, Hon. Laban M.*^ Wheaton, born Sept. 14, 1796, 
graduated Brown University, 1817; studied law; member 
Legislature several times, and one of the governor's council 
twice; married Eliza B. Cliapin, of Uxbridge, June 25, 
1829. He died at Norton, Jan. 17, 18<)5, aged ()5 years, 
leaving no issue. 

We will now take u\) our line with John- Wiieaton, son of 
Robert^ Wheaton, the iir^jt. 
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2. JoHN^ Wheaton (Robert^, Rehol)oth and Swansea, 
bom April 20, 1G50 ; died July 25, 1737 ; married Elizabeth 
Carpenter, living 1736. He drew lands in Swansea, Feb. 7, 
1670-1, and was the owner of several fanns, including the 
one on which he dwelt in Swansea, w hich latter was on the 
highway leading to Bristol. He was a surveyor of highways, 
1683, constable, 1685, and was a wealthy and an influential 
man. He suflTered severely by the Indian War of 1675, and 
did his full share in putting down the same. He was an 
earnest and devoted member of the first Baptist church, of 
which his distinguished younger brother was pastor, and of 
whom he was very proud ; he did much to strengthen his 
hands, and much in aid of his noble. Christian work. Dur- 
ing his lifetime he settled upon his sons, as they matured in 
life, by "deed of gift," abundance of land, good homes, and 
means of obtaining a comfortable livin^^. It will be noticed 
that in his will, he reserved a "buriing place (m the Hill by 
the river by the wading place to be buried in myself and 
my posterity that Improv it." He died in his eighty-eighth 
year, and was buried in the gi^aveyard at Keekanuict, in what 
is now Warren, R. I. His wife, Elizabeth, was living at the 
date of his will. May 25, 1736, which reads as follows : — 

HIS WILL. 

In the name of God Amen, the Twenty fifth day of May, one 
Thousand seven hundred thirty and six; in the Ninth year of Iiis ma- 
jesties Ileign: I John Wheaton of the Town of Swanzey in the County 
of Bristol, in the province of the Massachusetts Bay in New Enghuid, 
being grown into old age but in perfect disposing mind and memory 
thanks be given to God: therefore calling to mind the mortality of 
my Body, knowing that it is appointed for man once to dye, do make 
and ordain this my Last Will and Testament: that is to say, I give 
and Beeommend my soul into the hands of God that gave it, and my 
body to the Earth to be Buried in Decent mancr at the Discretion of 
my Executors hercaft(^r Name<l, and as touching such worldly Estate 
as hath plesed god to bless me in this Life I givc,<lemise and Dispose 
of the same in maner and form following 
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Imprimis. I give and bcquoath to my well beloved wife Elizabeth 
Wheaten the west end of my Xow Dwelling House in Swanzey, with 
all the conveniences belonging to said west end, and one half of the 
seller: and one half of all the l)uildings and Conveniences belonging 
thereunto; and the one half of the profit and Improvement of my 
home-steed fanu and the use ''of" of half a wood Lot Lying by John 
Butterworth's; and all my household goods and moveable Estate 
within dours and without; all for her Comfortable support during her 
Natural lafe : always excepting my husbandry Tools or work gere : ^ 
all the above s'* priviledges for my s^ wifes support with what I have 
and doe oblige my son Lsiiai^ Wheaten to provide all outwards needful 
Comforts for me and my wife, his mother, during each of our Lives 
by a ])ond nnder his hand and Seal: And my will is that what Kemains 
of my household goods or moveables and personable Estate after my 
wifes Decease shall l)e equally divided to my four Daughters, Namely 
Mary Ingnvham, Charity Bourn, priscilla Hix and Patience Ilix, or 
to either of their Legal Representatives if any of them be dead, 

T give and becjueath to my son Joseph Wheaton of llehoboth all 
that my measuag farm or Tenement Scituat Lying and being on New- 
meadow Neck: in the town of Barrington with the Ilouseing Land 
Orchards Salt meadows fences with all y** priviledge behmging with 
all my Higlit and Interest on s^ Neck: which I have given him a deed 
of gift of s*^ Lands and meadows and I hereby Confirm it to my s*^ 
Son heirs and assigns forever. 

Item. I have given to my son Jaines Wheaton Deceased by a 
Deed of gift all the Lands where he last dwelt in Swanzey Contain- 
ing Eight twenty acre Lots of Land: which I hereby Confirm unto 
his heirs or jissigns for Ever and also a Single Bank Bight in the 
uudividt'd Lands in Swanzey. 

Item. 1 give and l)equeatli to the heire of my Son Samuel Wheaten 
Deceased ont^ ten acre Lot of Land Laid out in v^' ten acre Division 
in Swanzey Lying l)y the Land of the widow Mackroon that is all my 
Right in s<^ Lot of Land to s'^ heir or his assigns forever, with all that 
I l)estowed to my s'^ Son in his Lifetime. 

Item. I give and bequeath to my grandson William Hix five acres 
of Land adjoining to his fathers hom^teed in the Township of Reho- 
both to him his heirs or assigns for Ever. 

Item. I have given to my Grand Daughter Elizabeth Chase the 
siun of fifty four pounds and ten Shillings Currant Money: in Respect 
to her father my son John Wheaten Deceased, which she hath 
Received in full. 

I have nriven to mv Son Isaacs ^Mieaten bv a deed of Gift under mv 
hand and Seal the East End of mv Dwelliuu: h()us(» an<l half all mv 
buildings: and half of all my Lands meadows with the privileges 
belonging to my Ilomesteed Lands as may appear by deed. Notwith- 
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standing I give and bequeath to ray son Isaac AVheaten all the other 
half of my s'* Ilomesteed farm Lands meadows Buildings fences 
orchards priviledges and appurtenances belonging or any ways apper- 
taining thereunto as s** farm is bounded Lying on both sides the Cun- 
trery Road leading to Bristol to be possessed and enjoyed by my son 
Isaac A\'Tieaten or his heirs after my wifes Deceased to him his heirs 
or assigns for Ever: and also my wood Lot Lying by John Butter- 
worth : also all my working gere and Husbandry tools & Smiths tools 
also all the Kemaining Lands meadows Rights under what denomina- 
tion 80 Ever behmging to me not disposed of. I give to my s'^ son 
Isaac to him his heirs and assigns for Ever: and my Arms. But my wear- 
ing Close shall be equally Devided to my two sons Joseph and Isaac, 
always and only I Reserve a burling place on the Hill by the river by th(» 
wading place to be buried in myself and my posterity that Improv it. 
And my will is that my said son Isaiic Wheaten his heirs Executors 
or assigns shall pay the sum of Eighty pounds in Currant Money after 
the Rate or value as in good bills of publick (Tcdit, silver money now 
passes in: to my four Daughters, Namely mary Ingraham, Charity 
Bourn, prissilla Hix, and patient Hix, that is to say twenty ixniuds to 
each of them or their Legal Representatives if any of them be Dead 
to be paid within two years after my wifes Decease: and if my s'* 
wife be Disposed to Remove her Dwelling my sou Isa^ic or his heirs 
or Executors or adminis'r shall pay her yc^nrly rent for half the house 
and half of said farm for her support as ludifTerent men shall set a 
vallus of it if they do not agree between themselves during her liife. 
And I doe Constitut make and ordaine my Trusty friends Mr 
Robert Jolles of Bristol and Joseph Mason of Swanzey to be soh^ 
Executors of this my Last Will and Testament, IIerel>y utterly Dis- 
alowing Revoking and Disanulin<' all and everv other will or teste- 
ment formerly by me nitode Ratifying an<l Contirming this and No 
other to be mv last will and testement. In witness whereof I Have 
hereunto set my hand seal the Day and year first above written. 

Interlined before signing & scalinc:. 

JOHN WHATON. [sKAL.] 
Witnesses: 

John Theoop. 

Ebenezer Littiieu. 

John Butterwortii. 

Will proved Aug. !•* 1737. • 

An inventory of the personal estate was taken Sept. 1, 
1737, — in value £6(53 I3s. Gd.; the largest item being, 
"Bonds for money with y® Interest Due on them," £401 I4s, 
6d. Four cows and a calf were valued at £30 ; twelve 
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sheep at £8 is. ; '' two Shoots or Swine " at £2, and his 
arms at £5 ; " Plate and Silver Money Eight ounces and 
Seventeen penny weights £10." 

Children of John'-^ and Elizabeth Wheaton : 
I. SamueF, born Jan. 10, 1679 ; married Experience 
Pierce ; died prior to May 26, 1736 (see later on). 
II. NatbanieP, born July 25, 1681. 

III. Prissila^, born June 9, 1684; married Hix, and 

with son William Hix, lived at ReholK)th, 1736. 

IV. Mary^, born July 25, 1685 ; married Ingniham ; 

mentioned in will, 1736. 

V. Jamcs^ born Nov. 16, 1686 ; died 1731 ; 

married, March 15, 1715, Hannah Shule, who sur- 
vived him. They had four sons and three daugh- 
ters. Inventory, £487 8.s. They all lived in 
Swansea. 

VI. John^ born Aug. 23, 1692; died prior to 1736; 
lived at Barrington ; had daughUu', Elizabeth Chase. 

VII. Pcter^, born October, 1693. 

viii, Isaac'*, born March 5, 1694-5; by his father's will 
had the care of his mother, and received the home- 
stead farm in Swansea, tools, arms, etc., etc*., etc. 

IX. Charity^, born ; married Bourn ; 

died ; living in 1736. 

X. Patience'*, born ; married Hix ; 

died ; living in 1736. 

XI, Joseph^, born ; married Tabitha ; 

died 1750-1 ; resided hi Rehoboth ; in- 

herited from his fixther a farm on New Meadow 
Neck, in Barrington, They had four sons and five 
dauirlilers. Ilis wife was executrix of his will, 
and was assisted therein by her son Joseph. Will 
provoil May 2cS, 1751 ; inventory of a ))oilion only 
of his estate, £1,296 \F).^, CxJ, 
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3. Samuel^ Wheaton (John-, Robert^), l)orn Jan. 10, 
1679 ; married Experience Pierce ; died prior to 1736. He 
lived in Swansea, probably in that part now known as War- 
ren, R. I., and near the coast. 

All of the church records of Swansea, between the years 
1663 and 1718, having been stolen, and the town records 
being in such condition as to be almost worthless in this 
connection, but very little has been gleaned concerning Sam- 
uel^ Wheaton. 

No record has been seen of any children, excepting one, 
and his name was Levi, who was his heir and probably only 
son. In this regard, the following extract from his father's 
will is instructive : — 

'* 1 give, and bequeath, to the heire of my sou SnuiucMVhcatou, 
deceased, one ten .acre Lot of Land, Laid out in y*^ ten acre Division, 
iu Swanzey, . . . that is, all my right in s'^ Lot of Land, to s'* heir 
with all that I bestoed to my s^ son, in his Lifetime." 

Children : 

Levi^, bom June 25, 1722; died, probably, 1812. 

4. Levi^ Wheaton (SamueP, John-, Robert*), born 
June 25, 1722; died, probably, 1812; married, 1st, 1750, 
Sibble Dorothy Cole, born Sept. 8, 1725, daughter of James 
and Dorothy Cole, of Swansea; married, 2d, in 1792, an 
orphan girl, born 1773. Seven children were born 
in Swansea, of his first marriage, where they all continued 
to dwell until the Revolutionary War was well under way, 
when it is known that his two eldest sons, with their fami- 
lies, in common with most of the people, fled from the ex- 
posed locations on the coast to the interior for safety. It is 
believed that Mr. Levi Wheaton accompanied his sons in 
their flight from Swansea to Pomfret, Conn., in 1777 or 
1778. No public records concerning Levi Wheaton have 
been found. During that long war, but few records, public 
or private, especially in the exposed regions, were preserved, 
if kept at all. 
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A great-grandson of Lovi^, under date of June 12, 1882, 
writes as follows : — 

• 

"It is my impression that when grandfather, Deacon James 
Wheaton, moved up to Connecticut, his father, Levi, accompanied 
him. I will now state what I can remember hearing of great-grand- 
father, Levi Wheaton. When he was quite old, his wife, Dorothy, 
died. At the age of seventy years (1702), he married an orphan girl 
that he had raised, nineteen years of age. They lived very happily 
together; their (irst children weie twin boys; their names were Levi 
and Alpierce; they died soon after arriving at manhood. They bad 
two more children, Jacob and Louisa. I think they are both dead. I 
do not think anv of these four children were ever married. I was 
told that great-gnindfather, Levi Wheaton, lived to be ninety yeai-s 
old." 

Another great-grandchild, under date of June 5, 1882, 
states : — 

'' I have a faint recollection of hearing my father say that my 
gi*eat-grandfather, Levi, died in Swansea, Mass." 

C'hildrcu of Levi^ and Sibble Dorothy Wheaton : 
I. Deacon Jauies^, born Dec. 7 (O. S.), 1750; died 
April 17, 1844. (Will be taken up later on.) 

II. Simeon'^, born June 29, 1753; died about 1806, in 
Thompson, Conn., where he owned a farm which 
was situated alH)ut one mile southeast of Thomp- 
son Centre, on the road to Quaddic ViHage. Ilis 
will was proved Jan. 7, 1807, by which he gave 
his wife Ruth his farm, tools, stock, etc., until his 
two sons, Reuben^ and Boram^ (Byrom), should 
become of age. His will also mentions six daugh- 
ters, Lydia, Charlotte, Sally, Ruth, Sibble, and 
Susannah. He appointed " his beloved brother. 
Deacon James Wheaton, to be his Executor." 
Probably this Byrom Wheaton married Maria, 
daughter Capt. Chester Cady, at Pomfret, Conn., 
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Nov. 22, 1823, and had All)ert^ born Aug. 4, 
1824; Ellen M.^ born Oct. 22, 1825; Sinlcon^ 
])orn June 2, 1827; George", born July 3, 1830; 
James F.", born Nov, 12, 1833. Borani or Byroni*" 
died in Brooklyn, Conn., March 21), 1852, aged 52 
years. 

III. elereniialr', born July 20, 1755; died ; 

was a soldier in the War of the Revolution, and 
early went to Pomfret, Conn., whi^re he settled, 
raised a family of children, and died there. 

IV. LevP, born March 1, 1758. 
V. Reuben^ born May 22, 17t)0. 

VI. Sarah''*, born January, 1703. 
VII. Sibblc'^, bom August, 17(^1). 

Children by second wife : 
VIII. Levi^, 

IX. Alpier 
X. Jacob^. 

XI. Louisa^. 

5. Deacon James Wiieaton (Levi*, Sanitu*!-', riohn'-, 
Robert^), born Dec. 7 ((). S.), 1750; died April 17, 1S44; 
married, 1st, Sarah Slade, April (I, 1775, born March 15, 
175(), died Jan. ID, \HVJ ; married, lM, March li), 1820, 
Sibl)Ie !Sl;ide, born Nov. 21, 17()0, died in Somer- 

set, Mass., surviving her husl)and. They were sisters, and 
daughters of Benjamin* and Abigail (Mason) Shule, of 
Swansea, Mass. Edward* Slade, the tirst of this line, came 
from Wales and settled on the island of Rhode Island. 
While on his way back to Wales, he was lost at sea. His 
son, William*-^ Slade, settled in that part of Swansea now 
known as Somerset, and very near to the bridge leading to 
Fall River. He probably married a daughter of Obadiah 
Holmes, before mentioned. The farm which he owned is 
still in the possession of his descendant, in the person of 
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lion. Lawton Slade. This William'"^ Slade had three sons, 
Jonathan^, Edward^, and William^. The latter was father 
of Benjamin^ and grandfather of our Sarah, the first wife of 
and mother of all the children of Deacon James Wheaton. 
Deacon Wheaton owned a farm in Swansea before and 
during the early part of the Revolutionary War, which farm 
was located near the coast, in what is now Warren, R. I. 
He served in the early part of the war as a soldier. One of 
Mr. Wheaton's oldest grandchildren states : — 

'' I hoard lliom tell that when i^randfather was out as a soldier, 
marauding parties of the British came on shore to rob and to destroy. 
That one nij»ht, when grandmother was alone with two little children, 
she saw the flames wreathing up from a neighboring house, which 
was being Imrned l)y the British. Expecting that they would destroy 
her house next, she took a child under each arm and ran through the 
woods to a neighbor's, for safety. I was also told that once, when 
ammunition became scarce, grandmother, with other women, sat up 
all night to melt their pewter ware into l)ullets for the soldiers." 

About the year 1777, Deacon Wheaton sold his farm in 
Swansea, taking his pay in Continental money, which be- 
came nearly worthless on his hands. With this money, 
about 1778, he removed to Pomfret, Conn., and bought 
twelve acres of wild land, on what was called " Ragged Hill," 
where he resided until the year 1800, when he removed to 
the extreme western part of Thompson, Conn., and settled 
at the junction of the Boston and Providence turnpike, 
which from that point continued as one road, west, to Hart- 
ford, thence to New York City. Mr, Wheaton there estalv 
lished a ffood hot<il. This w^as a most favorable location, 
being at the junction. In those times nearly all the travel 
between the East and the West and the Southwest was by 
stage-coaclies over these turnpike roads. Mr. Wheaton's 
was one of the ])rincipal stopping-places on the route, and 
one of the most popular. Here he accjuircd not only a 
competency, but the esteem and good-will of his fellow-citi- 




DEACONS JAIdES W. AND ELISHA 8. CX>NVERSE. 65 

zens, and became a man of influence in both public and 
private affairs. Miss Ellen D. Liirned, the distinguished 
historian, of Windham County, Conn., speaks of him as fol- 
lows : — 

" Deacon .Limes Whoaton married in Swansea, April (>, 1775, and 
soon removed from Swansea, Mass., to Pomfret, Conn., seeking a less 
exposed location, with many other residents of that vicinity After 
the resumption of peace and business prosperity, he removed to the 
neighhorin*^ part of Thompson, occupying a very desirable site at the 
junction of the Boston and Providence turnpike, where he maintained 
for many years the famous ' Whcaton Tavern.'' He was early con- 
nected with the Baptist church in South Woodstock, serving for 
many years as deacon and executive adviser. An earnest advocate 
of religious liberty, he took sides strouijly with that party which op- 
posed the ecclesiastic constitution of Connecticut, aiding in the aboli- 
tion of A priiilcfjed ' sUuidinfj onhr^' and the adoption of the new con- 
stitution. Deaeon James Wheaton and Stephen Crosby were among 
the first sent to the Legislature after its adoption, lie was held in 
great respect by all parties, as a man of sound judgment and Christian 
integrity, and died at a good old age, April 17, 1844.'' 

He died in his ninety-fourth year, and was buried by the 
side of his wife, Sarah, in the graveyard at West Thompson, 
Conn. 

DEA. JAMES WHEATON'S WILL. 

In the name of God Amen, I James Wheaton of Thompson, in the 
County of Windham, and State of Connecticut, being of sound dispos- 
ing mind, memory and understanding. Do make* and ordain, this my 
last Will, and Testament, in manner and form following — 

First I resign my soul to God who gave, and my body, 1 desire may 
be decently interred in a christian lik(; manner: and as to such tem- 
poral estiite, as I may leave; at my decejise, my will is, that it be 
disposed of in the following manner (viz) 

Secondly. I give and bequeath unto my son Benjamin Wheaton, 
the sum of four hundred dollars, to be paid out of my Estate by my 
Executor, in one vear from mv decease. 

Thirdly. I give and bequeath unto my son Levi Wheaton the sum 
of five hundred dollars. 

Fourthly. I give and bequeath unto my grandson Levi Wheaton 
Jun. the sum of ninety dollars. 

6 
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Fifthly. I give and bequeath unto Emily Wheaton, daughter of my 
Bon Levi the sum of eighty three dollars. 

Sixthly. I give and bequeath unto Maria Wlieaton daughter of my 
son Levi, the sum of eighty three dollars. 

Seventhly. I give and bequeath unto Alice Ann Wheaton daughter 
of my son Jjcvi, the sum of eighty dolhirs. 

I give and bequeath unto Abigail AMieaton daughter of my son 
Levi the sum of eighty dollars. 

I give and bequeath unto James AVheaton, son of my son Levi, 
one turnpike share in Boston Turnpike Road, being Xo. 110, and also 
the sum of fiftv dollars. 

I give and bequeath unto Sylvester AVheaton, son of my son Levi, 
one share in the said Boston Road, being No. *J4 and also the sum of 
fifty dollars. 

I give and bequeath unto Simeon A. AVheaton son of my son Levi, 
one share in said Boston Road, being Xo. 9*2, and also the sum of 
forty two dollars. 

I give and bequeath unto my daughter Betsey Converse, the sum 
of one hundred dollars. 

T give and bequeath unto the six children (in equal shares) of my 
daughter Betsey Converse, to wit, James, Maria, Sally, Caroline, 
Emeline, and Elisha,and to their heirs and assigns forever, the house 
and land, I purchased of Johli H. Payson, Cosmer, Saul, and Sand- 
ford Holmes, lying in Woodstock, being abcmt twenty seven acres, 
and also four acres wood land lying in Thompson, on condition that 
they apply and pay to the said Betsey Conveise, the rents and profits 
thereof, annually during her natural life, toward her support and 
maintenance. 

I give and bequeath unto the four children of my daughter Sally 
Whitman, in equal shares to wit, James, Marcus, Sarah, and Elijah, 
about fifty acres of land, lying in the town of Burrillville, in the Slate 
of Rhode Island, being the same which was conveyed to me by Alden 
and Hannah Whitman, by deed dated 11th April 1821), on condition 
that they apply the rents and profits thereof annually, for the support 
and maintenance of their mother during hvv natural life. 

I give and bequ(»ath unto my gran(l-daught«?r Almira Bimdy, the 
sum of twenty five <lollars. 

I give and Ixjqueath unto my grand-daughter Caroline Ccmverse 
the sum of fifteen dollars. 

I give and bequentb unto my grand-daughter Julia Ann Olney, 
daut^hter of niv sou James, the sum of twenty dollars. 

T give and l>equeath unto Jeremiah Wheaton >on of Joseph 
Wheaton, one share in the Boston Turnpike Road being No. i'A. 

I give and bequeath unto my two daughters to wit, Betsey Converse 
and Sally Whitman, two thirds of all my indoor movables, and the 
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other third, to my two grand-daughters Caroline Converse and Ahnira 
Bundy in equal shares. 

I give and bequeath unto my son Joseph, my clock, and to my 
grand-son Joseph Wheaton Jun my great Bible. 

The residue, and remainder of all my estate, after my just debts 
and funeral expenses are paid, I give and bequeath in equal shares 
to my five children now living, to wit, Benjamin Wheaton, Levi 
Wheaton, Joseph Wheaton, Betsy Converse, and Sally Whitman. 

And my will further is, that all the foregoing legacies, be paid out 
of my Estate by my Executor hereinafter named, in one year from my 
decease. 

And I do hereby constitute, and appoint Aaron Elliott, of said 
Thompson, sole Executor to this my last will, and testament, hereby 
revoking all former wills by me at any time heretofore made, declar- 
ing this to be my only Will, and Testament. In witness whereof 
I have hereunto set my hand and seal, this 15th day of June 
A. D. 1838. 

(Signed) JAMES W^IIEATON. 
AVitnesses : 

Jonathan Nichols, • 

Joseph M. Pekrix and 

Amoret X. Pekrin. 

Admitted to Probate 20th April 1844. 

Acct accepted 2v3rd Nov. 1844. 

Value of property as distributed ^2,481.05 

Balance presented 24th April 1845 458.65 

«J2,939.70 

Note. — As before stated, there was another James^ 
Wheaton (James'*, James^, Rev. Ephraim^, Robert^) who 
came to Pomfret, from Swansea, about 1775, who may have 
descendants still living in Pomfret or that region ; he was 
born March 3, 1747-8. 

Children of Deacon James and Sarah Wheaton : 
1. Benjamin^, born Oct. 30, 1775 ; died March 30, 18 >2 ; 
married, 1802, Anna Lyon, of Woodstock, 

Conn., who was born 1781 ; died 

1837. The V settled at Ashford, Conn. ; were buried 
at the cemetery at Westford, Conn. They had 
four children : 
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I. Anna', married Henry Whitford, of Willing- 
ton, Conn. ; she died three years there- 
after, s. p. 
n. William'', lived nine months, 

III. Louisa"'', married John Whitford, brother of 

Henry Whitford ; she was living 1882. 

IV. Betsey"'', born in Ashford, ; married 

John Baker, of same place, where they con- 
tinue to live. 
II. Levi^ born Oct. 30, 1775 ; died Nov. 22, 1775. 
m. Levi^ born May 27, 1777 ; died Feb. 15, 1846 ; mar- 
ried, April 23, 1809, Amy Ballard, of Thompson, 
Conn. She died April 25, 1877, aged 87 years. 
(The above three children were born in Swansea. ) 
Levi^ and Amy Wheaton settled at Pomfret, where 
they continued to dwell until his death, in his sixty- 
ninth year. They had nine children, as follows : 
I. Levi"', Jr., bom March 5, 1810 ; died Oct. 16, 

1838. 
II. EmiV. born May 8, 1812. 

III. Sally^ born March 17, 1814; died Feb. 21, 

1838. 

IV. Maria"'' (or Elmariah), born Dec. 16, 1816; 

died March 16, 1860. 
V. Alice Ann^ (or Elsey Ann), born July 20, 

1819. 
VI. AbigaiF (or Abby), bom July 2, 1821. 
VII. Jamcs^, born April 17, 1823. 
VIII. Sylvester"', born Jan. 4, 1826. 
IX. Simeon A.^, born March 28, 1821), who is now 
(ISSd) living in Eastford, Conn. 
IV. James'', born Aug. 20, 1779, at Pomfret, Conn. ; 
died May 4, 1^26, in Providence, K. 1. ; married 
Abigail Farnum, Thompson, Coun., Jan. 1, 1804. 
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Early removiiif^ to Providence, somewhat remote 
from other members of the family, but little is 
known or gleaned in regard to his life. 
Children : 

I. Sylvester, born in Smithfield, R. I., Nov, 25, 
1804 ; died Sept. 14, 1839, in New Bedford, 
Mass., as believed, unmarried. 
II. Julia Ann^, born in Woodstock, Conn., June 
23, 1807; married, Oct. 11, 1825, Jesse 
Newell OIney, born in Providence, It. I., 
July 14, 1804, died in New Orleans, 1847. 
Mrs. Julia Ann Olney (now, 1886) resides 
in Boston. 
Their children : 

I. Abby Wheaton** Olney, born April 30, 
1827 ; maiTied, Dec. 21, 1848, James 
A. Leon. 
II. Sarah Slade"^ Olney, born Oct. 27, 1829 ; 
resides in Boston, Mass., 1886 ; married 
Henry Drown, June 24, 1856. He 
died Sept. 30, 1874, aged 46. 

III. Mary Jackson^ Olney, born Jan. 30, 

1832; died Sept. 1, 1832. 

IV. Lemuel Arnold^ Olney, born Aug. 31, 

1833 ; died Sept. 22, 1834. 
V. Robert Newell*^ Olney, born June 12, 

1835 ; died Jan. 15, 1836. 
VI. Julia Kerr'=* Olney, born Feb. 17, 1837 ; 

died Oct. 30, 1863. 
ni. AbigaiP, born in Woodstock, Conn., Oct. 27, 
1809; died March 3, 1849; married, in 
1831, James W. Kingsley; died Jan. 5, 
1853, in Providence, aged 44; had James 
W. Kingsley, Jr., born 1834, died Juno 5, 
1853. 
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IV. Harriet S."', born in Providence, R. I., Jan. 23, 
1821; married, Oct. 29, 1850, William 
Thomas. Harriet S."' and her family (now, 
1886) reside Lake Crystal, Minn. 
Children : 

I. William J.® Thomas, born June 25, 

1852; died September, 1852. 

II. William F.® Thomas, bom Sept. 10, 

1854; died January, 1855. 

III. Ella M.s Thomas, born Nov. 18, 1855 ; 

died Oct. 23, 1870. 

IV. Hattie F.® Thomas, born in Vernon, 

Minn., Aug. 23, 1857 ; married Ezra 
W. McLean, Nov. 2, 1876, and have 
Hattie M.® McLean, born Oct. 28, 
1877; William T.» McLean, bom 
Sept. 11, 1879 ; Chester W.» McLean, 
born July 21, 1881; Arthur W.^ 
McLean, born Jan. 18, 1883. 
V. Betsey®, born Jan. 31, 1783, in Pomfret, Conn. ; 
died Feb. 20, 1873, in Melrose, Mass. ; married 
Elisha Converse, March 20, 1807, who was born 
June 19, 1786 ; died Jan. 26, 1854, at Stoneham, 
Mass. She was a member of the Baptist Church. 
She was distinguished for her Christian principles, 
amiable disposition, and serenity of mind. Her 
memory will be cherished in grateful remembrance 
by all who knew her. She was a worthy descend- 
ant, and a worthy representative of the gentle side 
of her ancient Welsh race and line. For further 
details, see '* Converse Family Record." 
VI. Joseph^, Sen., born April 18, 1785; died May 25, 
1873 ; married, 1st, Sally, daughter of Capt. John 
Stone. They were married in Killingly, Conn., by 
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the Rev. James Grow, a noted Baptist minister of 
Thompson, Conn. She was born 1788, died Sept. 
12, 1852. By her all of his children, seven in 
number, were born. Married, 2d, in 1854, Eliza 
Miller, at Providence, R. I. He was a man of 
large frame, of commanding height, and of great 
physical strength and vigor. He was a soldier in 
the War of 1812, In his prime he was a man of 
mark and influence in the coinmunitv in which he 
lived. He represented the sterner or more war^ 
like side of his Welsh forefathers. He lived for 
many years (after the death of his father. Deacon 
James Wheaton, in 1844) on the old homestead 
place at West Thompson. He died in his eighty- 
ninth year. 

Children of Joseph®, Sen., and Sally Wheaton : 
I. George W.*', born January, 1809 ; married 
Reuna Ann Robbins, at Brooklyn, Conn. ; 
now resides in Woodstock, Conn., and has 
a son and a grandson living. 
II. Noah^ born Jan. 15, 1810 ; died Feb. 5, 1811. 
III. Lucius'', born January, 1812; died June 8, 
1854; married Maria Ilundall, at Thomp- 
son, Conn. Had Simeon Bolivar^, born May 
24, 1836, died Feb. 12, 1653. 
rv. Joseph^, Jr., born Aug. 2, 1816; married 
Abigail M. Graves, at Pomfret, Conn , Oct. 
8, 1838, by Rev. Bela Hicks ; are now, 1886, 
living at Putnam, Conn. ; was captain Com- 
pany 9, Eleventh Regiment Connecticut 
Volunteer Militia, and is spoken of very 
highly to this day by his brother officers, 
notably by Capt. Hosea Edmands. He has 
led a useful life, and justly receives the 
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respect and the regard of his relatives and 

fellow-citizens. 

Children of Joseph'' Wheaton, Jr. : 

I. Caleb W.«, born June 24, 1850 ; mar- 

ried, March 29, 1871), Bertha H. Case, 
at Killingly , Conn. ; she was born May 
25, 1860. They now reside in Maiden, 
Mass. 

II. Mary E.^, bom April 14, 1840 ; married, 

March 6, 18(51, Henry H. Geer, at 
Wauregan, Conn. He served in Com- 
pany B, Eighteenth Regiment Coimec- 
ticut Volunteers, in the War of the 
Rebellion. Have had eight children, 
of whom three sons and four daughters 
survive. 

III. Helen M.®, born Oct. 16, 1847 ; married 

Christopher C. Pilling, in Killingly, 
Conn., June 4, 1873. He was born 
Jan. 14, 1847, at Smithfield, R. I.; 
have had two children, and now reside 
in Danielsonville, Conn. 
V. Mary', the fifth child of Joseph^ Wheaton, 
Sen., bom Aug. 2, 1816 (was a twin sister 
of Joseph', Jr.) ; married, Oct. 7, 1837, 
Henry Leach, of Thompson, born Sept. 21, 
1815. He was son of Eliphat and Phoebe 
Leach. She died Feb. 27, 1848. 
Children : 

I. Mary Maria^, born Aug. 12, 1838. 
II. Harrief*, born Aug. 15, 1844. 
III. Elizabeth®, born Feb. 17, 1848. 
VI. Jeremiah S.^, son of Joseph^, Sen., born July 
18, 1820; married, Dec. 23, 1851, in Dela- 
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waro County, Ohio, Eliza Ann Case, born 

Nov. 7, 182(5, died Feb. 12, 1868, at Des 

Moines, Iowa. 

Children : 

f. Emma®, born Delaware County, Ohio, 

March 16, 1853. 
II. Sarah®, born at Des Moines, Dec. 20, 

1855 ; died Feb. 23, 1860. 

III. Joseph Iloyt®, born in Alden, Polk 

County, Iowa, Oct. 24, 1857 ; mar- 
ried Minnie Lathroe, of Ames, Story 
County, Iowa, May 31, 1883; have 
had one child, a son, Hugh^, born 
Aug. 12, 1885. 

IV. Anna®, bom March 24, 1860, in Des 

Moines ; married, June 13, 1878, 
Henry C. Porter ; have had three 
children, as follows : Ethel May^, 
born Nov. 9, 1879; Clarkson CS 
born Jan. 30, 1881, died July 5, 1881 ; 
Pearl LsabeP, born June 26, 1883. 
V. Elmer®, born March 8, 1863, in Bloom- 
field, Polk County, Iowa; died Sept. 
5, 1866. 
VI. Ella®, born March 8, 1866 ; died Sept. 
25, 1866. 
vn. Simeon Bolivar^, the last child of Joseph®, 
Sen., born Sept 17, 1825; died Aug. 17, 
1826. 
vn. Sally®, the seventh child of Deacon James Wheaton, 
born Oct. 24, 1789 ; died , at Oxford, 

Mass. ; married Elijah Whitman. They lived for 
many years in a lonely, isolated place within the 
limits of the town of Burrillville, R. I. She and 
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her four children are mentioned in her father's 

will. 

Children : 

I. James WJ 
II. Marcus''^. 

ni. Elijah^. 

IV. Sarah''^, married Carpenter. 

viii. Alse®, the eighth child of Deacon Wheaton, born 

Sept. 13, 1793; died Jan. 9, 1838; married, Jan. 

7, 1813, William Bandy, of Thompson, born Oct. 

20, 1791, died April 27, 1852. He served in the 

War of 1812 as artilleryman. She was a member 

of the Baptist church at Woodstock, Conn., uniting 

with the same in 1810. 

Children : 

I. Almira^ born Sept. 28, 1813 ; died July 12, 
1850, single. At an early age she united 
with the Baptist church, Thompson, Conn. 
She lived at home with her father, was much 
beloved by all, and an especial favorite of 
her grandfather. Deacon James Wheaton, 
and was mentioned in his will. 

II. Stephen A."', born July 19, 1817; he united 

with the Baptist church, Thompson, Conn., 
at the age of seventeen ; married, 1st, June 
3, 1838, Loretta II. Lawton, of Pomfret, 
Conn. She died June, 1844, at Lawrence- 
burgh, Ind., leaving tw^o children. In the 
fall |)f 1840, Mr. Bundy removed from 
Thompson, Conn., to Aurora, Dearborn 
County, Ind., where he still resides (1886). 
He married, 2d, Sept. 1, 1845, Miss Ruth 
M. Harper, from which marriage eleven 
children were born, thirteen in all. Three 
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sons and five daughters were living in 1882. 
His oldest son has, living in same county, 
three sons and one daughter. Mr. Bundy 
is distinguished for his scholarly attainments, 
courtly manners, and gentlemanly address, 
as well as for his integrity of character. 
Children : 
I. James Lawton®, born March 7, 1841, in 

Pom fret. Conn. 
II. Loretta Maria®, bom Nov. 28, 1843, in 
Lawrenceburgh, Ind. 
By second wife : 
in. Ferris®, born June 18, 1846; died Aug. 

15, 1846. 
rv. Silas W.®, born July 5, 1847 ; died April 

20, 1849. 
V. Olive C®, bom Nov. 18, 1848. 
VI. William F.«, born Jan. 12, 1850; died 

Aug. 20, 1852. 
VII. Alse Jane®, born Aug. 31, 1851 ; died 

Aug. 22, 1852. 
VIII. Stephen H.®, born Sept. 12, 1852. 
IX. Joseph C®, born July 28, 1854. 
X. Sarah E.®, born July 23, 1856. 
XI. Mary L.®, bom Nov. 23, 1858 ; died 

April 17, 1860. 
XII. Ruth E.®, born Nov. 25, 1860. 
xni. Alma®, born Sept. 19, 1864. 
The oldest son, James Lawton® Bundy, married, Feb. 15, 
1865, Miss Jane Hall, and have three sons and one daughter 
living, while another daughter died. The names of the liv- 
ing are Frank, Carrie, Lewis, and Otis. Sarah E.® married, 
Sept. 19, 1882, John D. Curtis, and have three children. 
Olive C.« married, August 31, 1886, Prof. Ellsworth L. 
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Sherwood. Olive Catharine®, or Katie, as she was called 
by her intimate friends, removed with her husband, Prof. 
Sherwood, to luka, Miss. 
IX. Jeremiah® Wheaton (Deacon James*^, Levi"*, SamueP, 
JohnS Robert^), I)orn March 6, 1796; died Dec. 
1, 1818, in his twenty-third year, in Savannah, Ga. 
Nothing has been gathered concerning him, except- 
ing that he never married. Ho was the youngest 
child of Deacon James Wheaton, and with him we 
bring our Wheaton Record to a close. 
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DE COIGNERIES. 



The origin of the family of De Coigncri6s is lost in 
antiquity ; but it is well known that they were firmly seated 
upon their estates in Coigneries, France (from which they 
derived their name), long before the Norman Conquest of 
England, in 100(3. 

1. 1{o(;eu de Coigxeki^s, the first in our line of whom 
we have information in detail, was born in France about the 
year 1010. He l)ecan)e one of the trusted chieftains of 
William the Conqueror, and as such accompanied him in 
his invasion of England, and was with him in the battle 
of Hastings. 

On this field of battle William the Concpieror soon after 
caused to be erected a memorial building of great magnifi- 
cence, which he named "The Abbey of Battle"; in which 
building he placed certain monks, and enjoined them to pray 
for those who died in the ])attle, and to pre.serve a faithful 
record of all xcho t^hared in the victory. On this record or 
roll appears the name of our Koger de Coigneries as Coniers. 

Referrinfj to this roll, Mr. Bmke says : — 

**The roll of Battlo Al)br\ , the earliest record of the Normans, 
has at all limes been regarded with deep interest by the principal 
families of tlie kingdom, by those wlio shew descent directly from the 
chiefs of the conqueror's host, as well as by those who indirectly 
establish a similar lineage." 

ARMS. 

Sir William Dugdale states that 

" Arms, as marks of honor, were first used by great commanders 
in war, necessity requiring that their persons should be notified to 
their friends and followers." 
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Mr. Wiffcu, in his "Memoirs of the House of Kussell," 
remarks, after alluding to the early French possessions of the 
house of Coignerifes : — 

*' I have in my possession a fine seal in green wax, of Roger de 
Coignerifes . . . with the device of a maunch in bold relief, sur- 
rounded by seven cross-erosslets, the hand holding a spear-head or 
fleur-de-lis, around which is the legend, 

' -(-sioillum: rogeri: de conneris.+'" 

" This arms is described hcraidically as follows: Arms, — Az, a muuneh surrounded by 
■pven crOM-crosslets, both Ar. Crest, .1 dexter hand graripinir a broken spcur, ppr.** 

Undoubtedly these arms were worn by Roger do Coigneries 
before and at the battle of Hastings, an engraving of which 
appears on the opposite page. 

After the battle of Hastings, there was a long and severe 
contest to subjugate the North of England, which being 
accomi)lished, William placed Roger de Coignerifes over one 
of the most important strongholds of that region, viz., the 
Castle of Durham. 

(In France the constable was the first dignitary under the 
Crown, commander-in-chief, and supreme military judge.) 

Surtecs, in his " History of Durham," states that 

" Roger de Coignerifes was by the Conqueror niiide constable of 
Durham Castle and keeper of all the soldiers' amisj therein, and which 
office was settled on him and his heirs male forever.'* 

The English arms of the family of Coigneries, as given by 
Surtees at the head of his "Pedigree of Conyers, of Sock- 
burn" (i, e., Roger do Poignorids), arc "Azure, a maunch, 
or. Crest: On a wreath a demi-vol., //<«fes." (See engrav- 
ing opposite page 89.) 

Flower, in his "Visitation of Yorkshire, A. D. 1563," notes 
that Roger Conyors came into England with William the 
Conqueror,* and the same is confirmed by Foster (" Visitation 

♦Visitation of Yorkshire (Flower and Foster), 15G3 and 158-4-5. 
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of Yorkshire, 1584-5 ") of this family of De Coignerifes, alias 
Corners, alias Conyers (for thus rapidly followed the changes 
in this surname) ; and ''soon after the Noniian Conquest, 
Sockburn [Durham] became by Episcopal grants the seat of 
the Norman family of Conyers," * and "which continued till 
the reign of Charles I. (1G25-1645) in the possession of the 
family of Conyers." f It is spoken of by Leland as follows : 
"Sockburn, where as the eldest house is of the Coniers, with 
the demains about it, is of a mile cumpace of exceeding 
pleasant ground, is almost made an isle as Tese ryver wind- 
eth about it. A little beneath the maner-place is a grete 
were for fisch." 

This Roger^ de Coignerics, who accompanied William of 
Normandy to England, left a son, 

2. Roger- de Coxieus. (To whom the Bishop Ralph 
Flambard of Ranulph gave the manor of Rungstan in York- 
shire between 10D9 and 112().) He had two children, 
namely : 

I. Roger^ de Coniers. Married Matilda. 
II. Galfrid de Coniers, rector of Sockburn, 1168. 

3. RoGEU^ DE Comers (Roger-, Roger^). He was a 
baron of the bisho[)ric of Durham and Lord of Bishopton ; 
lived, 1134 to 1174; joined with his son and heir, Robert 
Conyers, in the gift of the churches of Bishopton and Sock- 
burn to Sherburn House, to whom Henry II. confirmed the 
constableship of Durham. This Roger^ de Coniers was a 
noted baron of the bishopric of Durham ; rendered " impor- 
tant services to Bishop William de St. Barbara," { and was 
a " liberal benefactor to the church." He married Matilda 
, whose name is mentioned in her husband's grant of 

♦History of Durham, England (Surtees). Flower and Foster's Visita- 
tion of Yorkshire, 
t Norman People, pp. 208, 356. 
I History of Durham, England (Surtees). 
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lands in Bishopton to St. Mary, of Neshani.* He after- 
wards had the address to bring the Scotch intruder, Comyn 
(who had had possession of the castle and church), an hum- 
ble, kneeling penitent before the Episcopal throne. The 
constable's staff and the wardenship of Durham Castle, which 
he had recovered from Comyn, seem a most appropriate 
reward ; and if the green acres of Sockburn were added to 
the gift, he was still not overpaid. lie long survived these 
transactions, and was a liberal benefactor to the church. 
Children : 
I. Robert^, son and heir, died before 7 Richard I., A. D. 

1195. 
n. Roger^, living 1795. Died (s. p.) (mte 23 Henry 

m., 1239. 
m. Galfrid*. 

4, Galfrid* Coxyers (Rogei-^, Rogei*^, Roger^), Lord 
of Sockburn and of Bishopton, 1213-1238 ; died ante 1238 ; 
married Elinoro . 

He inherited the property of his elder brother, Roger*, 
who died s. p. 
Children : 
I. John^. 
n. Elizabeth*. 

III. Geffrey*, who was committed to the care of the 
Bishop of Durham, 5 Henry IH., A. D. 1220. 

5. John* Conyers (Galfrid*, Roger^, Rogei-^, Roger^) 
lived 23 Henry III., A. D. 1239 ; had the manors of Sock- 
burn, Bishopton, SUiinton, Auckland, confirmed to him by 
fine from his cousin, Roger (Conyers, of Hotou Conyers. 
Surtees says: "From John, the son of Galfrid Conyers, 
descended in a long lineal i)roccssion gallant knights and 
esquires, who held Sockburn till the reign of Charles I. 
(1625), whilst the younger branches of this ancient, stately 

♦ Surtees' Pedigrees, in History of Durham, Euglaud. 
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cedar shadowed both Durham and Yorkshire. All are now 
fallen y and not a foot of land is now held by Conyers in 
either county." 

Giildren : 
I. John®. Son and heir. Died s. p. 

II. Galfrid®. Lord of Soekburn. 

ni. Sir Humphrey®. 

6. Sir Humphrey® Conyers (John^, Galfrid^, Roger^, 
Roger*, Rogcr^) , styled " of Soekburne " and " of Bishopton " 
(in grant of Robert, son of Roger de Conicrs, of lands in 
Stainton granted to the Abbey of Rievaulx, 1270). 

Children : 

I. Sir John''. 

7. Sir John"' Conyers (Sir Humphrey®, John'*, Galfrid*, 
Rogei*^, Rogei*^, Roger* ) , of Soekburn, knight (son and heir of 
Sir Humphrey®), married Scolastica, daughter and co-heir of 
Ralph de Cotam, Esq., 27 Edward I., 1298. 

Children : 

I. Sir John®. Eldest son of John"' and co-heir of his 
grandfather Ralph de Cotam, 1298, entailed the 
manor of Soekburn on heirs male, 8 Edward IH., 
1334 (i. e., to his brother Roger's son). 

II. Roger®. The second son. 

8. Roger® Coxykrs (Sir John'', Sir Humphrey®, John*, 
GalfridS Rogei-^, Roger^, Roger^). Living 1323. 

Children : 

I. Galfrid^ Living 8 Edward III. Died (s. p.) A. D. 

1334. 

II. Sir John^. Who received the manor by entailment, 

as before mentioned, whose line we continue. 

9. Sir Joiin^ Conyers (Roger®, Sir John^, Sir Hum- 
phrey®, John^, Gralfrid^, Rogei*^, Rogei*^, Roger^), of Sock- 
burn, knight, nephew and heir of Sir John Conyers, who 
entailed the said manors; living time 8 Edward III. (1334) 
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and 17 Richard II. (1393), and died 1395. Inquest p. m. 
8 Shirlane, 1396. Buried at Sockburn. He married Eliza- 
beth, third daughter and co-heir of William de Aton. The 
second Baron de Aton, by Isabel his wife, daughter of Henry 
Percy, married to her second husband before 9 Richard 
II., 1385; had her purparty of the lands of her father in 
Aton, 13 Richard U. Inquest p. m. May 8, 14 Langley, 
1419. 
Children : 
I. Robert^^ 

10. Robert^® Conyers, Esq., of Sockburn (Sir John^, 
Roger^, Sir John^, Sir Humphrey^, John*^, Galfrid"*, Roger^, 
Roger^, Roger^), son and heir of Sir John^ and Elizabeth 
(Aton) Conyers, aged 29 in 1390 ; did homage for the lands 
of his mother, May 19, 1420 : died April 25, 1433. Inquest 
p. m. 25 Langley. Will dated April 15, 1431; proved at 
Durham. Married Isabel, daughter and co-heir of William 

Pert, of , county of York, esquire, by Joane, his wife, 

daughter and heir of Stephen Scroope, 7 Henry VI., 1428. 

Children : 
I. Sir Christopher^^ Sockburn; knight; son and heir. 

11. John^^ Hornby, Richmondshire, county of York ; 

whose line we continue. 

in. Joanna*^ Married April 18, 1431, . After- 
ward wife of Sir Philip Dymoke,* of Scrivelsby, 
knight ; champion of England at coronation of King 
Henry VI. 

IV. Elizabeth". 
V. Kathiirine". 

VI. Margaret". 

VII. Cicely". 
VIII. Isabella". 

IX. Beatrix". 

♦ A dlstlngnlshed family ; see Burke's Peerage and Landed Grentry, etc. 



DEACONS JAMES W. AND ELI8IIA S. CONVEBSE. 85 

The last six were all living and mentioned in the will of 
their father, 1431. 

Sir Christopher*^ Conyers, knight, of Sockburn, son and 
heir and peq)etuator of the main line of the house of 
Conyers of Sockburn, married Margery, daughter of Sir 
William Eure, kniglit, by Maud, his wife, daughter of 
Henry, Lord Fitzhugh, a legatee in the will of the latter, 
7 Edward IV. 

11. John** Coxyeks (Kobert'", Sir John-*, lioger'^'. Sir 
John'', Sir Humphrey**, John''. (Jalfrid"*, Rogei*^, Rogei-^, 
Roger*). Hornby,* Richniondshire, county of York; chief 
justice; married Margan^t St. (^uintin, daughter and heir- 
ess of Anthony St. Quintin. 

Children : 
I. Sir Christopher*^. 

11. Thomas*^ of Whitby.f Died 1449. 

12. Siu CiiKisToriiKu'*- CoNYEKS (John*^ Robert*®, Sir 
John^, Roger'^, Sir John", Sir IIumi)hrey*^, John'*, Galfrid*, 
Roger*, Rogei*^, Roger*). Hornby, county of York ; knight ; 

married, Ist, Ellen , who died Aug. G, 1444, daughter 

and co-heir of Robert Ryleston ; married, 2d, Margaret, 
daughter of Robert Waddilley. 

From some extracts of his will given on page 288 of 
TeAtamenta Ebouirensia (Surtees Society), Vol. HI., it is 
clear he survived the execution of this document thirty 
years, and by his tirst wife Ellen, who died Aug. (>, 1444, 
had five sons and five daught(?rs more than those named in 
it. He surviv(»d his brother, Thomas Conyers, of Whitby, 
who died in 1441), and married a second wife, by whom he 
had five sons and three daughters. 

Children by first wife : 

I. Sir John*^. Married Margaret Darcey, daughter of 
"Lord Darcey and Meynell." 

* Whittaker's Rlchmondshire et als., accounts Conlers (of Hornby), etc. 
t Flower's Visitation of Yorkshire, 16G3, and Foster's do. 
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II. Robert^^. Second son. 
ni. Margaret^^. Married, 1st, Roger Lassel Is ; 2d, James 

Pickering. 
IV. SibilP^. Died a virgin. 
V. Hawisse^'-*. Died a virgin. 
VI. Johan^^. Married John Fitz Randolph, of Spcni- 

thorne. 

VII. Katharine^^. Mamed, 1st, Conan Aske ; 2d, Row- 

land Pudscy. 

VIII. . Married Asleby. 

IX. Elizabeth*^. Married William Burgh. 

X. Margery^^. Married Robert Wj'cliff, Esq., of Wyc- 

liffe. 

XI. IsabeP^. Married Robert Aske. 
XII. Christopher^^. Wiis a priest. 

xni. Ralph^^. Died s. p. 
XIV. James^^. Died young. 
XV. Thomas^^. 

XVI. Sir Richard^^. Knight; married Alice Wyclift\ 
daughter of John Wydift', p]s(|., of Wycliilb, of 
Cow ton, count V of York. 
XVII. Roger^**. Of Winy ard, county of Durham ; living 16 
Edward IV. ; married Sil)ill Langton, daughter 
and heir of William Langton, of Winyard, county 
of Durham. 
XVIII. William", Esq. Marsk, county of York ; married 
Elizabeth Clesby, daughter and sole heir of Robert 
Clesby, P2sq. 
XIX. George*^, Vjsq. '*l)anl)y-Wiske." Married, 1st, 

Isabell , daughter and "heir of Cuthl)ert 

Fninke." 
Children by second wife, Margaret Waddilley : 
XX. Margery". Married Henry Pudsey, son and heir of 
Sir John Pudsey, of IJoltou, county of York, 
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XXI. Alice^^. Married Henry, son and heir of Thomas 

Wharton. 
XXII. Brian^^. Pinchcuthorpe, county of York ; married 
Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Neelson. 

XXIII. Nicholas*^. Stavntou. 

XXIV. Conan^^. 

XXV. Henry^^. Of Holtby. 

13. Sir John^^ Coxyeus (Sir Christopiier^^, John^\ 
Rol>ert^®, Sir John^, Roger'', Sir John", Sir Humphrey®, 
John^, Galfrid^, Koger\ Roger-, Rogcr^ ) . " County of York, 
knight, of Hornby Ca.stie"; married Margaret, daughter of 
Philip, Lord Darcey and ^leynell. 

Sir John*^ C(myers had an ajssignment of the property of 
his wife, ^largaret, daughter of Philip, Lord Darcy, 27 
Henry VI. (14411); was a knight, and seated at Hornby; 
was at this time made sheritt' of the shire and governor of 
the castle at York. In 38 Henry VI. (14(50), he joined 
Richard, Duke of York, against the king. (Dugdale.) He 
had twelve children : 

I. Sir John*^. Son and heir. 

II. Richard^^, Esq. Horden, county of Durham; mar- 
ried Elizabeth Claxton, daughter and co-heir of 
Sir Robert Claxton, knight, Lord of Horden. 

III. Christopher*^, Esq. Iletham, county of York ; mar- 

ried Joan Conyers, daughter of Thomas Henry 
Conyers. 

IV. Ellanor*'*. Married Sir Thomas Markenfield. 

V. Elizabeth*^. Married William Fitz-Williams, P2sq., of 
Sprou thorough, county of York. 
VI. Margaret*'*. Married Richard Ascuo. 
VII. William**. Married P^lizabeth Waddilley, daughter 
of Thomas Waddilley. 
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vin. Margaret^*.* Married Rowland Playce. 
IX. Joanc^*. Died a virgin. 
X. Robert^*. 
XI. Henry^^. 
XII. Philipi^ 
Only Flower mentions the last two children. 
14. Sir John^^ Conyers (Sir John^^, Sir Christopher**-', 
John^S Roberti% Sir John^ Roger«, Sir Jc)hn^ Sir Hum- 
phrey®, John^, Galfrid'*, Kogei*^, Roger^, Roger^), knight of 
the Garter; son and heir; died 141>0; married Alice Nevile, 
daughter of William Nevile (Lord Faucoubridge), and co- 
heir of her brother William, Earl of Kent. 

"In 5 Edward IV. (1466) was joined in commission with 
Richard Nevile, Earl of Warwick, and divers other northern 
lords to treat with the Scots," etc. "He was also employed 
in 13 Edward IV. (1474) with Henry, Earl of Northumber- 
land, and others, upon the like occasion." 

"And having been installed knight of the most noble 
Order of the Garter in 1 Richard III. (1484), departed this 
life in 5 Henry VII. (1490)."t 
Children : 

I. Sir William^^. Heir, first Lord Conyers of Hornby ;t 
married Ann Nevile, daughter of Ralph, Earl of 
Westmoreland. 
II. Reginald^^. Wakerly, county of Northampton ; died 
1514; married Anna Norwich, daughter of Simon 
Norwich, Esq., of Brampton. 
III. Christopher^^. Married Joan Metcalfe, daughter of 
Metcalfe, of Xappa. 

* Vide Dugdalc and Foster's Visitation of Yorkshire, 1584 and 1G32. 
Flower's Visitation of Yorlcsliirc. 1563. Diigdale's Visitation of York- 
shire, ICGG, etc. 

t Dugdale's Visitation of Yorkshire, IGCO. 

t Foster's Visitation of Yorkslire, 1584. 1012. 




^ugknib. 
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IV. Anne^s. Died (?) 28 Henry VIII. (1537) ; mamcd 
Sir Richard Lumley, kuight (Lord Lumloy). 

V. Margery^^. Married Sir William Bulmer. 

VI. John^^. 

In branching off from the Conyers of Hornby to the Con- 
yers of Wakerly, county of Northampton, it may be of pass- 
ing interest to add something in regard to the arms, etc., of 
the family to this generation. 

The oldest — the one worn during, and probably long 
before, the Norman Conquest by the family De Coignerics 
— has already been described, as follows : A maunch, in bold 
relief, surrounded by seven cross-crosslets, the hand holding 
a spear-head, or fleur-de-lis^ around which the legend : — 

"+SIGILLUM: ROGERi: DE CONNESIS-|- " 

The arms, as given by Surtees at the head of his pedigree 
of Conyers of Socklmru, are : — 

" Azure, a maunch, or. Crest : On a wreath a demi-vol., 
gules. ^' * 

HORNBY CASTLE: COATS-OF-ARMS : QUARTERINGS BY THE 

CONIERS FAMILY.t 

1. Comers. — Azure — a maunch, or. 

2. Darcy. — Azure — three cinque-foils between seven 
cross-crosslets, argent. 

3. Menill. — Azure — three bars, gemelles, and a chief, 
or. 

4. Neville. — Gules — a saltire, argent: an amulet for a 
difference. 

5. Binice. — Argent — a lion rampart, azure. 

6. Coniers. — Azure — a maunch, or. Crest : An eagle's 

* Aud which should be accepted as the coat-of-arms of the most aucient 
date of the ** Family of Conyers of Sockburn." 
fWhittaker's Richmondi^hire. 
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wing, gules. Supporters : Two lions. Motto : "Ung diew, 
ung roy (One God, one king)." 

15. Reginald^^ Conyers (Sir John^^, Sir John^^, Sir 
Christopher^^, John*^ Robert^^, Sir John^, Roger®, Sir John*', 
Sir Humphrey®, John^, Galfrid"*, Rogei*^, Roger^, Roger^). 
Wakerly, county of Northampton. Died 1514 ; married 
Anna Norwich, daughter of Simon Norwich, of Brampton. 

In the eighth year of Henry VII. (1493), Thomas, Lord 
la Warr, K. C. B., being then in France, constituted Regi- 
nald Conici*s his auditor of all and singular the accounts of 
his receivers, bailiffs, and tenants. In the fifteenth year of 
this reign (1500), a fine was levied of the manor of Wakerly 
and advowson of the church between Sir William Conyers, 
knight, and Reginald Conyers, Esq., and others demandant, 
and Sir Thomas West and Elizabeth, his wife, deforiciants, 
to the use of said Reginald Coniers. 

By his will, dated April 2, 24 Henry VII. (1509), he 
gave this manor of Wakerly,* and some lands in Wakerly, 
to Francis, his eldest son, while the remainder of his prop- 
erty he gave to his children, John and Dorothy, and their 
heirs. He died seized of the premises in the sixth year of 
Henry VIII. (1514). 

The tombstone at Wakerly bears epitaph : *' Hie jacet 
Reymaldus Cont/ersy Armiger^^' etc. The arms on his tomb 
are : "Azure — a maunch, or. Crest : On a wreath a trefoil 
erect slipped proper." 

Children : 

I. Francis^®. Died about 1560 ; married Anne Blount, 
sister to Sir Richard Blount, who survived her hus- 
band. 

II. John^^ 

III. (She became a nun.) 

rv. Richard^^. 

* History and Antiq. of Northamptonshire, 



DEAOONS JAMES W. AMD EL16IIA 8. CONVEESE. 91 

V. Dorothy^^. Married, 1st, Roger Flower, of White- 
well, county of Rutland, son of Ricliard Flower; 
2d, Andrew Noel, Esq., of Brook, county of Rut- 
land.* 
Francis^** Conyers was succeeded by his son and heir, Regi- 
nald^', who man'ied Elizal)eth Stoner, they having thi-ee 
children. In 15 Elizabeth (1573), the manor and advowson 
devolved upon Lucy, tlie wife of Edward Griften, Esq., as 
sole heir. By the inquisition then taken they wore ceitified 
to be held by the Crown in capite^ by the service of a fourth 
part of one knight's fee.f 

16. RiciiAUD**^ Conyers, Esq. (Reginald^^ Sir John^'*, 
Sir John", Sir Christopher^^ John»», Robert*^, Sir John», 
Roger®, Sir John', Sir Humphrey®, John^, Galfrid**, Roger*, 
Roger^, Rogcr^). Wakerly, county of Northampton. 

Of this Richard^® Conyers, Esq., there are but meagre 
accounts, and, as will be perceived, his eldest brother, the 
son and heir, Francis^® Convers, succeeded to the CvStates of 
Reginald^^ Conyers (the father, of Wakerly), in county of 
Northampton. This Richard^** Conyers had four children : 
I. Christopher*^. Was baptized March 27, A. D. 1552 ; 
married, 1589, Mary Ilalford, of Wistow, county 
of Leicester. 
II. Jane*^. Was l)aptized in November, A. D. 1553. 

III. Elizabeth*^. Baptized eeitz of October, 1557. 

IV. Anne^^. Was baptized iiiff day of May, A. D. 1554. 
Note. — Exact copy of church records of Wakerly. 

17. CnursTOPiiER*^ Coxveks (Richard^**, Reginald^^, Sir 
John^^ Sir John^^^ Sir Christopher^S John^S Robert^^, Sir 
John'-*, Roger®, Sir John'', Sir Humphrey®, John*, Galfrid^, 
Roger^, Rogei-^, Roger^ ) . Wakerly, county of Northampton. 
Baptized March 27, 1552 ; married, 1589, Mary Halford, 
daughter of Halford, of Wistow, county of Leicester. 

* History of Leicestershire, VoL n., Second Part, 
t History and Antiq. of Northamptonshire. 
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Children : 

I. Edward^s, born Jan. 30, 1590. 
11. Mary^^, born 1590; married, 1611, Robert Stiles, of 
Helperton, county of Northampton. 

III. John^®, born 1593 ; died 8. p. 

IV. Moses^®, born 1594 ; died s. p. 

V. Lucy^®, born 1595 ; mamed Nicholas Bent, rector 

of Braybrooke, Northampton County. 

VI. Joshua^®, bom 1596 ; married Richards ; had : 

Williaml^ Johnl^ Samuel^'*, Christopher^^ 
VII. SamueP®, born, 1597. 
VIII. Noah^**, born 1599 ; died s. p. 

18. Edward^^ Conyers (Christopher^^, Richard^^, Regi- 
naldl^ Sir Johnl^ Sir Johni'^ Sir Christopher^S Johnl^ 
Robert^®, Sir John^, Roger®, Sir John', Sir Humphrey^, John^, 
Galfrid^, Rogei*^, Roger^, Roger^ de Coigncries), of Wakerly, 
county of Northampton. Born Jan. 30, 1590 ; married Jane 
Clarke, daughter of William Clarke, of Theckenham, county 
of Worcester, and by her may have had, and probably did 
have, son Edward, who was father of John and Edward, of 
Blaston. 

The table of pedigrees from which the foregoing was 
largely taken (from Reginald^^ down to Edward^®) gives to 
Edward^^ Conyers five children, the first being born when 
he, Edward^®, the reputed father, was ninety years old, as 
follows : — 

I. John^® Conyers, Esq., of Blaston, died May 17, 1735, 
aged 55 years, therefore born 1680. 

II. Edward^^ Conyers, of Blaston, "the second son," died 
Oct. 15, 1701. 

III. Samuel^*-' Conyers, born 1682. 

IV. Jane^'* Conyers, died 1701, aged 79. 

V. Elizabeth*'-' Conyers, died, unmarried, 1754, aged 72. 
It was of frequent occurrence in ancient times, in written 
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or printed pedigrees, to drop one generation, especially if 
the Christian names of father and son were the same. In 
this instance it is apparent that they certainly did. 

The writer has received certified copies of the church 
registers of both Wakerly and Blaston, and other informa- 
tion, which confirm him in the opinion and belief that 
Edward'^ Conyers, of Wakerly, born 1590, is no other than 
Deacon Edward Convers, of Wobiirn, Mass., born 1590. 



DEACON EDWARD CONVERS, 



07 



ENGLAKD, CHARLESTOWN, AND WOBURN, MASS., 



AND 



ONE LINE OF HIS DESCENDANTS. 



1590-1886. 



OKE LINE OF THE 



CONVERSE FAMILY OF ENGLAND AND AMERICA. 



Deacon Edwaiid* Convers, England, and Woburn 

Samuel' Convers, Wobum, Mass 

Samuel* Convers, Wobum, Mass., and Tliompson, Conn 
Edward* Convers, Thompson, Conn. 
Jonathan* Convers, Thompson, Conn. . 
Deacon Jonathan* Converse, Thompson, Conn. . 
Elisiia' Converse, Thompson, Conn., and Stoncham 

Mass 

Deacon James W.** Conversk. B(»ston. Ma^s. 
Hon. Eusiia Slade** Converse, Maiden, Mass. 
CosTELLO C* Converse, Boston and Maiden . 
Harry E.' Converse, Maiden, Mass. 



Born 


Died 


1590 


1663 


Bapt. 




1637 


1672 


Born 




1GC2 


1732 


1G9G 


1784 




1761 


17G0 


1845 


178G 


1854 


1808 




1820 




1848 




1863 





DEAC()> EDWARD CO^VEKS. 



ENGLAND, CHAULESTOWN, AND WOBURN, MASS. 



1. Deacon Edwaud* Coxveus, England, and Woburn, 
Mass.; born Jan. 30, 151)0; died Aug. 10, 1603, aged 
73 years. Probal)ly married, 1st, Jane Clarke, who died 

probably before 1017 ; 2d, Sarah , in England, died 

Jan. 14, 1002; 3d, Joanna Sprague, the widow of Ralph 
Sprague, of Charlestown, Mass., Sept. 9, 1602, died Feb. 
24, 1071). 

We now approach a most interesting point in the record 
of this family : the departure of Deacon Edward Convers, 
with his wife Sarah, and three children, Josiah, James, and 
Mary, from the comforts of their old home in England, for 
the privations of these then inhospital)le shores. Doubtless 
the motives which led to this exile were of a threefold 
character : the first and chief, greater freedom to worship 
God in th(!irown way ; second, greater political liberty; and 
third, greater opportunities of acquiring and holding prop- 
el! v. 

On leaving England, Gov. Winthrop, speakituj for his 
company of ai>out seven hundred people, among whom were 
Deacon Convers and family, "bade an atfectionate farewell 
to the church, and the land of their nativity." 

^^ Rit'frend Fathers and litethren [such was their address to all from 
whom they parted], howsoever your charitie may have met with dis- 
couragement through the misreport of our intentions, or the indiscre- 
tion of some amongst us, yet we desire you will be pleased to take 

7 
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notice, that the principals and the body of our company esteem it our 
honour to call the Church of England, from whence we rise, our deare 
mother, and cannot part from our native count rie, where she specially 
resideth, without much sadness of heart, and many tears in our eyes; 
blessing God for the parentage and education, as members of the 
same body, and while we have breath, we shall syncerely indeavour 
the continuance and abundance of her welfare. Be pleased, there- 
fore, Keverend Fathei's and lirethren, to helpe forward the worke 
now in hand: which, if it prosper, you shal) bee the more glorious. 
It is a usual exercise of vour charitv to recommend to the pravers of 
your congregations, the straights of your neighbors: do the like for a 
church springing out of your owne bowels; pray without ceasing for 
us, who are a weake colony from youi*seIves." 

After a stormy passage of about sixty-three days, they 
arrived outside Salem Harbor, about the 12th of June, 1()30. 
Early in July following, a landing and settlement were 
effected at Cliarlestown, *' where they lay up and down in 
tents and booths round the hill " ; several " crossed the river 
and settled in Boston, others planted on the Mystic, now 
Maiden." But Deacon Edward Convers and his familv and 
many others remained. On the 3<)th of July a church was 
organized. On the next Lord's day others were received, 
among whom were " Edward Convers and Sarah Conv(»rs, his 
wife." (Rec. First Church, Boston.) And the members of 
this church could alone partake of the Lord's Supper, or 
present their children for ])aptism. Some two years later, 
this church removed to Boston, and ever after became 
known as the First Church of Boston. Immediately after 
this removal, another church was orgjinized, and since has 
been known as the First (-hurch of Charleslown (viz., Nov. 
2, 1()82). There were nineteen male nnd sixteen female 
members, anionic: whom were " Kdward and Sarah Conv(*rs." 

The following covenant is written on the same page as the 
names of the founders of this church : — 
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THE FORMEE OF THE COVENANT. 

In the name of our Lord GVx/, and in tlw ohedicnrt to his holy Kill 

and divine ordinanres: 

Wee, whose names are lieer written, Beeing by his most wise and 
good providence brought together, and desirous to unite ourselues 
into one congregation or church un(hT our I^ord Jesus Christ, our 
Head: In such sort as becometh all those whom he hath redeemed 
and sanctified unto himselfe, Doe heer solemnly and religeously, as in 
bis most holy presence, Promice and bynde ourselues to walke in all 
ourwayes according to the rules of the CTOspell,and in all sinceer con- 
formity to his holy ordinances: and in nuituall Love and Kespecteach 
to other: so near as God shall give us grace. 

In fine weather, they worshipped under the branches of a 
widely spreadin*^ tree ; at other times, some one of the few 
dwellings served as a '^ Meeting plaee." They were located 
on the side of the hill, near where the Waverley House now 
stands. 

We cull two items fron) the record of the First Church of 
Charlestown of interest to us : — 

ir>30: 11: mo: S: Thomas Carter was admitted. Esther Carter, 
wife of Thomjis (-arter, bv letter of dismission from y^ Church of 
London, wluTeof ^Ir. Thomas Vincent is pastor. 

1(>37: 1"* mo : day : 12 : Samuel Convers, the son of Edward Con- 
vers, and Sarah, his wife, was Baptized. 

(It was customary to baptize infants as soon after birth as 
was prudent.) 

That Edward Convers was a man of some wealth and con- 
siderable inlhience, of great strength and energy, as well as 
a rigid Puritan, is evidenced on nearly every page of colo- 
nial and town history, and continued to be so for thirty- 
three years after his arrival in this country. The limits of 
this work admit of but brief allusion to his noble record. 

The curious are referred to the early history of this coun- 
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try, — the histories of Charlestown and Woburn, of which 
latter town Mr. Convers was indeed a father. 

From the colonial records we extract from the manv the 

ft 

few following early items : — 

Sep. 28, 1630. 

A. Jury was impannelled to inquire concerning the Death of Austen 
Bratcher. 

There were fifteen men on the jury, the tenth name being 

Edward Convers. 

Verdict. 

Wee find that the Strookea giuen by "Walter Palmer, were occation- 
ally the means of the death of Austen Bratcher & soe to be man- 
slaught^. He died at Cradock's plantacon. 

Oct. 19, 1H30, petitioned to be made freeman, Edward Convers. 

He was made freeman of the Colony, May 18, 1631. 

Before Coi'RT, Nov. t), 1630. 

It is further ordered that "Whoesoever shall first giue in his name to 
Mr Goun', that he will vndertakc to sett vpp a f ferry betwixte Boston 
and Charlton «& shall begin the same at such tymo as Mr Goun"" shall 
appoynt, shall haue for oury p son ... & 1*^ for euery 100 waight 
of goods hee shall soe transport. 

A CorRT IIOLDEN ATI BoSTON, JUUC 14, 1031. 

Edward Convers hath vndertakcn to sett vpj) a fferry betwixte 
Charlton & Boston for which hee is to have ij'^ for eury single p son 
& l** a piece if there be 2 or more. 

Several other allusions are made on the colonial records 

to Mr. Convers and his ferry, but the following must 

suffice : — 

0( T. 7, 1040. 

The; fferry between Boston and Charlestown is granted to the (Har- 
vard) Colledgc. 

Oct. 7, 1040. 

It is ordered that Mr Tynge, Mr Sam' Shc^opard A: (ioodman 
Edward Convers, are to set out the bounds betweeue Charlestown iV: 
Mr Cradock's fanne, on the other sidi* of Mystiek Hyver.* 

♦ Mr. Cradock's house, which i^ still jstandiug, is worth seeing. 
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10, 10 — 41 (Dec. 1641). 

It is ordered that Lieft Spra«^ue and Edward ('on vers should repair 
the bridge at Meadfoard over Mystick Ky ver & the same to bee p.iid 
for out of the treasury. 

Edward Convers was chosen selectman of Charlestown as 
early as 1634, and re-elected, auuuallys until 1640. 

In the year 1640, a "petition" was made to the General 
Court for two miles square of land to be added to the head 
line of Charlestown, which w^as granted, and afterwards was 
increased to four miles square. 

The following is an able and correct sketch of the life of 
Deacon Edward Convers, and was written by liev. Leander 
Thompson, of Woburn, in 1885, and published in October 
of that year in the Winchester Record. (This Winchester 
Record is attracting wide-spread attention to its valuable his- 
torical and genealogical articles.) 

" Among the first settlers of Woburn, Edward Converse has 
always been regarded as a pioneer and leader. Yet our 
knowledge of his history, as of nearly all his associates, 
must, at this late day, be fragmcntiiry and of course imper- 
fect. ... A man of more than usual enterprise, we find 
him, from the very outset, ever restlessly pushing forward 
some new work. In less than a year after settling in Charles- 
town, he established a ferry, the first between Charlestown 
and Boston. By order of the Court, June 14, ir)31, he was 
authorized, under certain rules and regulations, to manage 
this enterprise, and for several years it was a leading part of 
his business. In Winthrop's ' History of New England,' 
we find the following acuount, given also in substance in 
Frothingham's 'History of Charlestown': — 

'* ' The governor and treasurer, by order of the General Court, did 
demise to Edward Converse the ferrv between l^oston and Charles- 
town, to have the sole transporting of passengers and cattle from one 
side to the other, for three years from the first day of the next month, 
for the yearly rent of forty pounds, to be paid quarterly to the tre?WH 
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urcr: Provided that he see it be well attended and furnished with 
sufficient boats, and that so soon as may ])e in the next spring h<? set 
up a convenient house on Boston side, and keep a l)oat tln'ie, as need 
shall require, and he is allowed to take his wonted fees, namely, 2il. 
for a single person, and Id. apiece if there be more than one, as well 
on lecture days as at other times; and for every horse and cow with 
the man that goeth with them, Cul.^ and for a fijoat Ic?., and for a swine 
2(1.; and if any shall desire to pass before light in the morning, or if 
it is after dark in the evening, he may take recompense answerable to 
the season and his pains and hazard, so it be not excessive.' 

^'This lease was given in 1631, and Nov. 9, 1G37, it was 
renewed for three years, Mr. Converse agreeing to pay each 
year forty pounds into the colonial treasury. This ferry, 
which crossed the river where now the Charlestown bridge 
crosses it, was called the 'Great Ferry,' to distinguish it 
from another which Thomas Williams had ' set up,' a short 
time before- its establishment, between Charlestown and 
Winnisinmiet. 

"Meanwhile Edward Converse was made, during the first 
year of engagement with the ferry (1031), a freeman of the 
Colony, and subsequently served the town of Charlestown 
on the board of selectmen from 1035 until his removal to 
his new home in the wilderness, which afterward became 
Woburn. This removal ap{)ropriately introduces his con- 
nection with the enterprise of founding the new town. It 
is hardly too much to say that he was on every committee, 
and had a part in every movement that had this new settle- 
ment in view. He was one of the small company, who, in 
September, 1640, went from Charlestown to search the unex- 
plored land to the northward, and experienced an almost 
miraculous escape from death in a terrific night-storm by the 
fall of a large tree under which they had laid themselves 
down for the night. He was one of a committee of thirteen 
chosen by the town of Charlestown, Nov. 4, 1640, 'to sett 
the bounds betwixt Charlestown and the Villa<re, and to 
appoint the place for the village.' His name stands first in 
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a list of seven men chosen by the church in Charlestown, 
Nov. 5, lfi40, the day after the appointment of the town 
committee of thirteen, as commissioners for * erecting a 
church and town' and 'for carr[y]ing on the affaires of this 
new Town.' Six of these seven commissioners were on the 
town committee of thirteen, and to these six men, with 
Edward Converse at the head, was due the success of the 
enterprise they had in view. At their first meeting, held 
Dec. 18, 161:0, thirty-two men were found ready to affix their 
names to the Town Orders for Woburn, upon which they had 
agreed, the name of Edward Converse being second in the 
list. Meanwhile the fears of the church at Charlestown had 
been aroused by the zeal and energies of this handful of 
men, lest the town should be depopulated. But they went 
steadily forward, and the church at length yielded. Converse 
and his associates being accorded, Dec. 22, full power to go 
on with their work. As ever. Converse seems to have out- 
stripped all others in his zeal, and to have erected a house in 
the territory of the proposed town previous to Jan. 4, 1641, 
for, under this date, a meeting was held at his house, according 
to Johnson's Wonder- Working Providence^ in which many 
persons were admitted to 'set down their dwellings in this 
town, yet being shallow of brains, fell ofe [off] afterwards.' 
It is possible, as some writers have suggested, that the meet- 
ing was held at his house in Charlestown, and the words, 
'in this town,' refer simply to what was 'this town' when 
Johnson wrote. But earlv in the next month, Feb. 10, 
1641, the same writer tells us, as others also do, that the 
first bridge was laid over the 'Abersonce,' elsewhere and 
generally called the Abajona,* River, 'over against Edward 
Converse's house,' and called 'Coul I [or Cold] Bridge.' 
This record also seems to assume that the house was there 

♦This name is written Aborjonah, AI)arj(>na, and Abajona by differont 
writers, — the latter the most f reciuently in modern nsage. — Ed. 



104 FAMILY RECORD OF 

when the bridge was built, though, of course, the reference 
to it may possibly, but not naturally, be in anticipation of 
its actual erection. Mr. Champney, in his contribution to 
the 'History of Middlesex County,' Vol. II., p. r)26, after 
saying that the bridge was built in February, KUl, adds : 
' And the first dwelling-house was erected over against it,' 
that is, the bridge. This is doubtless correct, so far as the 
location of the house was concerned, but it exactly reverses 
the statements of the records and of the historian, which 
affiiTd that the bridge was built 'over against the house'; 
the statement of the former implying that the bridge was 
built first, and that of the latter that the house was built 
first. Whatever may have been the exact date of the erec- 
tion of the house, there seems to be no doubt that it was 
the first dwelling-house erected in Woburn ; that of John 
Mousall being built but a little later on 'Hilly Way.' In the 
words of the quaint old historian and poet, Johnson, refer- 
ring to these men : - - 

" *Too [two] nurses less undaunted then [than] the rest, 
ffirst howses rtinish.' 

......... 

" The historical facts of the first house and the first bridge, 
and probably also the first mill, in Woburn, so intimately 
associated with Edward Converse's enterprise, appropriately 
introduce us to the pail he acted in the organization and 
afiairs of the new town. 

" We have already noticed that his name is at the head of 
the seven commissioners appointed to superintend the gen- 
eral business of settling the town, which issued in securing 
the act of incorporation in 1642. His coiniection with the 
work of gathering the church previous to Oct. of that 
year (the date of the incorporation) wc pass for the present, 
in order to notice more consecutively his secular life and 
activities, To the persistent energy of Edward Converse, 
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more than to any other one man, the success of the seven 
commissioners seems to have been due. And when ' Charles- 
town Village' was finally called ' Woobourne/ by the act of 
the General Court, and recognized as the twentieth town in 
the Massachusetts Colony, we can easily imagine that the 
satisfaction and joy of no other man equalled those of this 
ever-restless worker. 

" Why the newly incorporated municipality did not imme- 
diately so far organize as to choose the appropriate officers 
for administering its affairs is at present wholly a matter of 
conjecture. The records mention a general meeting as early 
as Nov. 9, 1G43, in which some minor and comparatively 
unimportant matters of business were transacted, but there 
is no hint of a regular organization till April 13, 1644, about 
eighteen months after the incorporation. On that day the 
freemen of the town made choice of the first board of select- 
men, consisting of Edward Johnson, Edward Converse, John 
Mousall, William Learned, Ezekiel Richardson, Samuel 
Richardson, and James Thompson, — seven good and honest 
men. The name of Edward Converse stands second on this 
board, as given in the Woburn records. From this time 
onward until his death, he appeared, as ever before, to have 
been a foremost man in all public business. On March 3, 
1649, he was one of four of the selectmen appointed to 
negotiate with the town of Charlestown the matter of the 
disputed boundary between the two towns. He was also, 
year after year, one of a board of commissioners for the trial 
of 'small causes.' In 1660 he was deputy to the General 
Court. And for nineteen years, from 1644 till 1663, when 
he died, he was annually chosen a member of the board of 
selectmen. 

" We come now to a consideration of Edw^ard Converse, in 
his reliyious character and life. 

" In the very outset of his career as a citizen of Charles- 
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to^vn, we find his nuuio in the list of subscribers to the First 
Church covenant of that town (Aug. 27, 1(530), the first 
name ))eing that of Gov. Winthrop. When this original 
Fii'st Church was removed, three months afterward, to Bos- 
ton, though his relation to it for some time remained as 
before, he did not, like Winthrop and many others, remove 
his family across the river. Accordingly, when the present 
First Church of Charlestown was organized (Nov. 2, 1(532), 
he and others, having obtained letters of dismission from the 
church in Boston, united with those who had not been mem- 
bers of that church in the new organization. As a member 
of that church, he was ever prominent ; and was one of the 
seven members of it who were commissioned to effect, in the 
name of the mother church, as also in the presence and with 
the consent of the appointed representative of the Colony, 
the outward organization of the church in Woburn. This 
organization was effected Aug. 24, 1(542, and on the second 
day of the following December Thomas Carter was ordained 
and installed pastor. It is highly probable, though not defi- 
nitely ascertained, that, of the two men who laid their hands 
on the yomig candidate's head and formally ordained him to 
the work of the ministry, instead of delegating the power to 
the messengers of the churches, Edward Converse was one. 
It is certain that ho was one of the first two deacons of the 
church, and remained in oflSce till his death. 

" From all that has been ascertained respecting the religious 
character of Edward Converse, we readily infer that he was 
a man of strongly marked idiosyncrasies. Prompt, clear- 
headed, devout, conscientious, outspoken, and unflinching, 
and yet prudent, self-contained, and uniform, aie the adjec- 
tives that best describe his whole career. A single curious 
incident, mentioned by Johnson in his Wonder- Worktn[/ 
Pi'ovklfnice^ well illustrates a trait wiiich often seems to man- 
ifest itself. It occurred more than twenty years after his 
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removal from Charley town to Woburn, and only about three 
months before his death. 'In May, 1663, Isaac Cole, eon- 
stable, and Edward Converse, one of Capt. Johnson's asso- 
ciates in the board of selectmen at AVobiirn, were arraigned ; 
the former for refusing to take and publish the King's letter, 
and the latter for having spoken of it as Popery. The 
Court, after a hearing, discharged Converse, on the ground 
that his language did not reflect on his Majesty's letter.' 
This ac(;ount assumes that Converse did speak of the king's 
letter as popery, but in language so carefully guarded that 
even papal servants of the king could not easily make out a 
case against him. 

" But though the good old father of the town came forth 
from his arrest by the officers of ihe king unscathed and 
apparently untroubled, there was one passage in his l)usy 
life as a citizen which seems to have seriously disturbed him, 
and which resulted in an arbitration between him and one of 
his neighbors. The erection and operation of his mill on 
the Abajona River so overflowed the adjacent meadow of 
Robert Hale as to be an insuperable obstacle in the way of 
the latter's improvement of his own land. This naturally 
led to complaint and difficulty. But at length an honorable 
arbitration seems to have happily ended the controversy in a 
very fair and Christian way." 

The will of Edward Convers, dated August, 1659, is as 
follows : — 

In tlie name of God, Amen, I, Edward Convers, of Woburne, in 
the Coun. of Midd. Massachusetts Collony in Xew England, being in 
p-fect memory though weake of Body, do make tliis my last will and 
testamt, to dispose of my lands, goods an^ chatties, that the Lord 
hath lent unto mee, dureing my naturall life, which my Will is shall 
be disposed of in mannr as followeth. 

Imp. I give and bequeath unto my beloved wife Sarah Convers 
ten pounds pr. a year, to be payd unto Her from yeare to yeare during 
her naturall life, that is to say, five pounds a yeare out of my sonne 
Josias Convers his house, and y« other five pounds a year out of the 
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Mill. Also my will is that my wife shall have such roomes to live in 
dureiug her life in the house that 1 now live in, as She shall make 
choyce of for Her use, and one of the gardens before the house, 
which she shall make choyce of for her use, and ten of the apple 
trees in the old orchard dureing her life which she shall make choyce 
of. Also my will is that my wife shall have a fourth part of all my 
moveable goods and chattels when my debts and legacyes and my 
funall be discharged. Also I give unto my sonne, Josias Con vers, the 
House wherein He now liveth and the barnes and outhouses and the 
orchard before the house, with the yards and other appurtenances 
to the same belonging, and the land that lyeth in the great fleld, and 
all that meadow that Iveth in the west side of the brooke in bucke 
meadow. My Will is that my sonne Josias shall enjoy all these houses 
and lands, with other the appurtenances above specified, for Him and 
his hey res lawfully begotten of his body, and for want thereof, to my 
Sonne James Converse, his sonne Edward Convers, and to his Heyres 
lawfully begotten of his body, and for want thereof my Will is that 
it shall be divided between the rest of my sonne James his children 
equally, or to the next Heyre according to law, and for the field called 
the sheep-pasture, I give it to my sonnes Josiah and Samuel together 
with my mill and mill house and the appurtenances to them be- 
longing, to be possessed by the longest liver and his Heyres. Also I 
give to my sonne Samuel Convers my house wherein I now dwell and 
all the land lying behind the house to the brow of y« Hill northward, 
and all the land that is plowable lying on the north side of the blind 
bridge, together with all the meadow that lyeth adjoyning to the said 
land and all that p'cell of land that lyeth on the east side of the rode, 
next to the mill i)ond betweene the aforesaid blynd Bridge, and my 
dwelling house. Also I give to my sonne Samuel all y* meadow y^ 
lyeth on y* east side of the river in Bucke meadow, and my English 
pasture that is fenced in on the other side the mill river, and my will 
is that for all the rest of y* land that is not plowable lying on the 
north side of blind Bridge, together with all the rest of my pasture 
lands, shall be equally divided between my three sonnes, Josiah, 
James, and Samuel, only reserveing the timber that is upon the said 
pasture lands from my sonne James, who shall have no part therein, 
but it shall be inj()V(;d by mv other to sonnes Josiah and Samuel and 
their Heyres. Also my will is that if my sonne Samuel shall dy with- 
out Heyres lawfully begotten of his body, that the estate that 1 have 
given to Him shall be divided between y*' (children of my daughter 
Mary Thompson. Also I give to my sonne James Convei*s the sume 
of thirty pounds and I give to my daughter Mary Sheldon the sume 
of twenty marks. And 1 jriye to mv kinsman Allin Convers the sume 
of ten pounds, and 1 give to my kinswoman Sarah Smith the sume of 
five pounds. Also I give to my kinsman John Parker the sume of 
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forty shillings, and for these legacy es my will is that they shall be 
paid within three years after my decease as ray Executors shall see 
meete and are able to pay the same, and for all that land that lyeth 
comon between the houses my will is that it shall ly common for per- 
petuity, and for all my moveal)le goodes and chattels that remaineth 
of what is given to my wife, I give to thirds of the same to my sonne 
Josiah and the other third to my sonne Samuel, and for the legacyes 
that I have given my will is that they shall be payd in Corne and 
cattle, or either of them. Also my will is that my sonne Josiah and 
mv sonne Samuel shall be mv sole executors. Also mv will is that mv 
sonne James Convers and my kinsman Allin Convers, and my kins- 
man John Parker shall be the overseers of this mv Will. Mv will 
also is that all my moveable goods shall be apprised distinctly. 
Signed and subscribed the day of August, 1659. 



^.Avi*»« 



^ 



In the presence of us, 

Allix Conveks. 
Jno. Parker. 



-^VA^ 



My Will is that my sonne Josiah shall have the meadow that is 

fenced in on the other side of the mill brook, Iving next unto mv 

Sonne James his meadow for him and his Hey res, as the rest of the 

lands within expressed. 

Camhriikje, 7, 8*»», 1G63. 

At the Coun Court, then sitting at Cambridge, Allin Convers and 
John Parker appearing in Court, do on their oath given them say that 
Edward Convers deced being of a disposeing mind, they saw II im 
signe, scale, and publish this instrumet as his last Will and testa- 
ment, and that they know of no other. 

Entred and Recorded, 7, B*'^, lCi63. 

THOMAS I>A2sF0KTH, liecorder, 

AN INVENTORY. 

An Inventory of the Estate lately possessed by Edward Convars, 
of Woburne, in New England, who deceased y* W^ [6], 1663. 

Imprs. The dwelling house now possess by Samuel 

Convars 080 00 00 

In y« Ilall two tables «& a foarme 001 05 00 
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In ChajTea 0000500 

One Cupboard 000 10 00 

Oae payre of Cob Irons . . . 000 IC 00 

One fire shovel & tongs 000 04 00 

One bible 000 07 00 

In Quishiona 000 a5 00 

In the IlallCiiainbor a feather bed . . . . 0O4 00 00 

A fL-allier bolster Jim] two pillowcR . . . . 001 00 00 

One Kug & two blankets (X)2 00 00 

Aflockcbc'l asUaw bed & slmw bolster . . . 000 10 00 

A paj-re of curlayncs & viillons (X>1 l(i 00 

A bedstead (tOl 10 00 

A trundle bod witli feather Itcd & IjoUtor, straw bed, 

etrnw boNler & coverlPt 0():t 05 00 

In (:hayrc3 000 07 00 

In wearing oloathcH, a new serge ooate OOl 07 00 

A cloalh coalo Olll i;j 00 

A serjife coate (KK) 12 00 

Ascrgeeoate tnju itr, 00 

a Cloatli .Jacket & breeobcs 001 10 00 

Three Wast conts & pr. of drawers .... 001 (H) 00 

Tnrn Jackets & two |>ayre of stocking .... OOO 15 00 

A pceci- of Kersie 001 07 0(1 

A bat and a payre of miltingA (hni «") DO 

A payre of booli-s Oini U\ (HI 

In batts (KKI IK 0<> 

In shirt.i Oitl 12 00 

In cap:' 000 04 00 

In lianilerkcrdiicfos 000 07 00 

In banrls 000 00 00 

four payre of new sheets 004 08 00 

n dns.'ien of napkins 00(1 15 Oti 

four [Niyi-e of Mheets more with other small linncn . 002 V.i IIO 

Two Tabic Cloiithes (NHI \-2 00 

llv« pillow hi'ers, lOj., in Towels, 'i^., one yd Cotton, 

■2H 000 1-") 00 

In .-mall linm-n 000 07 (N> 

A p.-.ri-e of .><iiy 000 01 (¥1 

Two yanls i>{ lin^ii' w.ioUic 0(NI O.^ (Kl 

.\ bf.x aTiii yiov.'s (XKI o;t (M) 

En i-olioii. wonlim and linni-n yann; . . . , (Mil m (n) 

liK-hcsls (Nil (Hi (Kl 

111 chei'si' iKil m (Ml 

In (lie diamli. overyi- Kildien a tlockelird, slraH- bed, 

feather bolster & three pillowcs . . . 001 00 00 
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Ill 



£ f. d. 

A bed stead 000 16 00 

In the Garret over it, one beare skin, a flocke bed, 

straw bed, two bolsters, a blankett and Ruggs . 002 08 00 

OneHatchcll 000 10 00 

A musket, a carl)ine \' sword 001 00 OO 

In navies, 2s, G<Z., a pr of pinchers and other small 

things 000 04 00 

A scale Beame 0000600 

In y'^ leanto chamb., in Indian Corn .... 001 05 06 

A woolen and linnen wheele 000 06 00 

A sadle, pillion cloath, bridle and pannel . . . 001 05 00 



IN THE KITCHEN. 

In Earthen weare 

One dozen of trenchers, scales & W(ji<?ht8 . 
A great Kettle, 15.s., a midle Kettle, 155., y 

Kettlo, lis 

three skellitts iV: a scunier .... 

A warming pan 

an Iron pott & hookes, an Iron Kettle & Skellitt 

a mortar & pestle 

two tin pans, 3.s., a gridiron, 3s. . 

two sives, '2s. 6(7., & one lanthorne. Is. 6f?. . 

a frj'ing pan 

three trayes, 4s., two payles, 3s. 6(7. 
foure cheesefatts with their covers 
In wooden ware, 3.s., a pr. of bellowes, Is. . 
Two trammels and a spitt .... 
A payre of Cob Inms, is. In pewter, .€1, lis. 
In spoones, Is. ikJ., a smoothing Iron, Is. . 
In plate, a beerc bowle .... 
Four spoons 



Cast 



000 as 00 

000 a3 Of) 

002 05 00 

000 (K5 06 

000 10 (X) 

001 (H» CK) 
(KX) a3 06 
0(K) 06 00 
000 04 00 
000 03 06 
000 07 06 
000 04 06 
000 04 00 

000 10 00 

001 15 00 
(HK) 02 06 

002 10 00 
001 10 00 



IN YE LEANTO. 



In tooles 

In wedges iV: beetle rings, 12.<.,and a sithe, 4s. 
In old iron, 2.s., one spade, fro. & Ilamer, 4s. 
two mattocks & two Howes .... 
A Hay Knife «& a pitchfork .... 
The Barne possessed by Samuel Convars . 

In Corne & Hay 

In flax, 8s. In hemp, 14s 



001 10 00 

000 16 00 

000 04 00 

000 08 00 

000 04 00 
035 00 00 
020 00 00 

001 02 00 
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Buck 



appu 



r- 



In Indian Come in the feild 

In gardens, orchard, and arrable land joy[n]iug to the 

dwelling house and barne possessed by Samuel 

Convars 

All the arrable land on the north side of blind Bridge 

five accrs of meddow 

Eight ac'crs of meadow on y East side of 

meadow 

English pasture on y« East side of y** Mill river 
Pasture land on y* East side of Josias and Samuel 

their dwelling houses .... 

Land at y^ Indian Hill 

pasture lands on both sides Horn pond river 
the Mill & Mill pond & mill house with other y^' 

tenances 

the dwelling possessed by Josias Convars . 
the bami^s & out liouseing .... 

the great field 

A parcell of meadow neere y« house . 

Tlie Orchard with all the arrable land joyneing to his 

houseing 

Eight accrs of Buck meadow 

throe accrs of meadow at y* great meadow . 

The Shei'p pasture 

In carts, voakos & chavncs ... 

In a grind-stone 

In a mare, i*10, Colt, €0, & Swine 

In Sheepe & Lambs, £1, 10-, a boy, .£10 

foure cowes, €18, two steercs, €8 

one steore, 1*3, lO, two other, i*4, one calf, £1 

two oxen, .€1*2 & two oxen, 4*13 . 

the total sume is 
The Estate is debtor to* funall charges and other 

accounts 

The Estate is Vv 



£ s. d. 
004 00 00 



015 00 00 

000 00 00 

015 00 00 

026 00 00 

010 00 00 

013 00 00 

()20 00 00 

005 00 00 

130 00 00 

055 00 00 

015 00 00 

100 00 00 

003 00 00 

020 00 00 

024 00 00 
OOG fH) (M) 
010 (K) 00 
(K)5 (M) 00 
(KM) 12 00 

021 (H) 00 
Oil 10 (W) 
020 00 00 
008 10 00 

025 00 00 

827 05 (K) 

028 16 00 

003 00 00 



At a (■oun* Court licld at Cambridge 

OcTonTth 1003 

Josiah Convcrs, Executor to the last Will and tesaniet of his father, 
P^dward Convars, decod, beinu: sworn, do sav that is a true luventorv 
of all that p]state, whereof the said Edward Convars died seized, and 



* Funeral charges here meant, in all prol)ability. 



DEACONS JAMES W. AND ELISIIA S. CONVERSE. 113 

y* if any more do appcare, lice will timely and truly discover the 
same & cause it to he added hereunto. 

tho:nlvs daxforth, b. 

Entered & Recorded Octob 7th 1663. 

By Thomas Danfortit, Becorder, 

3 Dkckmb. 1679 

I, Joanna Converse give unto my daughter Edmands — The old 
Darnox Curtains & Vallains; A green Rugg & the Iron dripper pan 
& my Trunke & two hrass Kettles and a brass pott with a brass ladle; 
and my Cloake & w* things is in my son Phineas his house, being a 
Hedstead, a Table Sc a iToarme, with an Iron barr and Trammell in 
the chimney, a pr of Iron Andirons, a chest, should remaine to him 
as his owne. 

These prticulars with others in a paper of a former date to remayne 

to the. prtyes nominated, tis witness our hands the day and year above 

written. 

The mark of HAN X All EDMONDS ♦ 

RICHARD SPRAGUE, &c 

Sworn in Court 15(4)80 

J. R. C. 

Charlestown, Nov. 4, 1679. 

An Invoise of particulars given by Mother Converse to sister Mary 
Edmonds as followeth: "Impr. A Hood & Safe guard of Serge — 
her best black gowne — her best red cloath Petticoate — Her red 
turky mohaire petticoate — her best Ilatt & best green Apron. Her 
little chest — 2 pewter Dishes — Her red Searge petticoate — Several 
prcells of Linnen which she putt into sister Edmonds Boxes which 
she gave her, and are not to be called for, & sister Edmonds is to 
have her proportion of w^hat is left. Sister Edmonds daughter to 
have the scarf e she had att Eunice Sprague's buriall & y* hood & y* 
handkerchief was cut from it. Phineas Sprague's daughter Mary to 
have her next best Silke hood and lutestring handkerchief. One of 
Bro. John's Daughters to have cme of her Scarfes. One of Bro. 
Samuers Daughters to have another Scarfe. And Bro. Phineas othe ' 
dauirhter to have v- other Scarfe." 

Attested by Richard Spraguk. 
The mark of 

HANAH EDMONDS. 

15. 4. 80. 

Sworn in Court. 
J. R. C. 

♦Mary, daughter of Ralph Sprague and Joanna (afterwards wife of 
Deacon Edward Converse), married Daniel Edmands, of Charlestown. 

8 
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An Inventory of the estate of Joanna [Convers]* deed, taken 
April 2, 1680. 

£ 8. d. 

In books 001 00 IK) 

In houseing & land 180 (K) 00 

One feather bed and furniture 005 00 00 

It. 8 pair of Sheets 004 00 00 

It. 4 pair of Pillowbeers (KX) 08 00 

It. one Table Cloath & 17 Napkins & Towells . . (K)l 00 00 

It. Wearing Cloathes, Wollen, Linncn, Silk & Hatta, 025 00 00 
It. Two Chests, one Trunk, one Box & Spinning 

wheel 001 06 00 

It. Two Blankets 000 10 00 

It. OneEugg 000 05 00 

It. In Brass 003 10 01* 

It. In Pewter 001 01 00 

It. In wooden & Earthen ware 000 05 00 

It. In Iron ware 000 ir» 00 

It. One Cupboard 000 05 00 

It. A new peice of Cotton & linnen Cloath & other 

smalllinnen 001 10 00 

It. One Cow 002 10 00 

It. A Bedstead, Table & a Chest . . . . 001 00 00 

It. A Dripping Pan 000 03 00 

It. In Money 023 16 00 

253 05 01 

Apprised by 

JOHN CUTTLER. 

TIIO: LORD. 
15. 4. 80. Sworn to l>y Lft Sprague 

J. R. C. 

Children of Deacon Edward^ and Sarah Convers : 
I. Deacon Josiah-, born 1(517, in England; died Feb. 
3, 1G89, in Woburu, Miiss., aged 72 years; mar- 
ried, March 2(5, 1(551, Esther, daughter Richard 

♦Joanna Convers bore no children to Edward Convors. — Richard 
Frothingham, in his History of Charlestown, Mass., states that "she 
[Joanna (Converse)] may have heen Edward Convi'rsH^s'' third \\iU\ See 
Jane Converse {notr), tlie first wife, as presumed, of lOdward' Converse, 
and thus making '* Sarafi" a second wife, and "Joanna" a third wife, as 
surmised by Frothingham. See also Savage. 
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Champney, of Cjimhridge, Mass. ; intestate; inven- 
tory, £fi4() Hd, ()s. ; had one son, Capt. Josiah^, 
l)orn , married, Oct. 8, 1()85, Ruth Mar- 

shall, of Wobiirn, and died July 15, 1717. In- 
ventory, £1,444 i)(I. Ia He mentions in his will 
dauf^hters Ruth Symmes, Rel)ecca Pierce, Kesiah 
Convcrs, and Mary Con vers, and sons Josiah^, 
Timothy^ born July <>, l()i)3, died Sept. 14, 1<)93 ; 
Josiah'* was born April 25, 1704, died 1774, 

at Watcilown, Mass. No further traced, prol)abIy 
died s. p. 
II. Lieut. Janies'-^, born , 1020, in England; died 

May 10, 1715, at Woburn, Mass. ; married Anna, 
daughter of Robert Long, of Charlestown, Oct. 24, 
1643. He was a valuable and highly esteemed cit- 
izen ; was repeatedly honored by the town with the 
principal offices within its gift, and surviving his 
son, Major James, died, aged 95. Had : 
I. Hannah-*, born 1()44; died 1()44. 
II. Major James^, Jr., born Nov. 16, 1645; 
married Hannah Carter, Jan. 1, 1668-9; 
died July 8, 1706. He had : 
I. James^, born 1670. 

II. John^, born 1673 ; married Abigail Saw- 
yer, May 22, 1699 ; died Jan. 6, 1707 ; 
had John*^, !)orn Feb. 3, 1701, married 
Abigail Baldwin before 1728. John^ 
removed to Leicester, Mass., andsulv 
sequently to Brooktield, Mass., and 
has many descendants in that region. 

III. Del)orah^, !)orn 1647 ; married, 1663, John 

Pierce. 

IV. Sarah^, born 1649; married . 

V. Rebecca^, born 1651 ; married Enoch More. 
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VI. Lydia», born 1653 ; died 1655. 
VII. Edward^, born 1<»54 ; niarritHi Sarah Stone ; 

died July 26, 1692. 
vin Mary^, born 1656; died 1690; mamcd, 1675, 

Nath'l Davis. 
IX. AbigaiP, born 1658; married, 1676, Jona. 

Kettle ; died 1690. 
Major James^ Convers had a great many descend- 
ants, some of whom settled in various places in New 
Hampshire and in Massachusetts, while many others 
remained in AVoburn, where tliey have always been 
honored and respected as useful citizens, and are so 
honored at the present time, 
ni. Mary^, born, England, 1622 ; died ; married, 

1st, Simon^ Thompson (James^), Jan. 19, 1643; 
married, 2d, John Sheldon, Feb. 1, 1659, of Bil- 
lerica, Mass. Mary (Convers) and Simon Thomj)- 
son had six children : 
I. John^, born April 4, 1645 ; died April 12, 

1645. 
II. Sarah^ born Feb. 20, 1647. 

III. James^, born March 29, 1(549. 

IV. Mary^, born Jan. 25, 1651 ; died 1657. 
v. Ann^, !)orn July 30, 1655. 

VI. Kebecca^, born May, 1658. 

The Thompson family of Wobuini and Winches- 
ter, Mass., are of an ancient and a distinguished 
race, and have left and arc still leaving their '^foot- 
prints on (he f<anch of fimc." 
IV. SamueP, baptized March 12, 1637. 
2. Sekcst. Samukl'-^ Coweus (Deacon Edward^), Woburn, 
youngest son of Deacon Edward Convers, was baptized 
March 12, 1(>37, in the First Church, Charlcstown ; born 
probably but a few days or weeks before March 12, 1637 ; 
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died Feb. 20, UWJ ; married Judith, daughter of Bev. 
Thomas and Mary (Daltoii) Carter, June 8, 10(10. 

Rev. Thomas Carter was horn in En<jhuid about the year 
1()10 ; was educated at St. John's College, Cambridge, 
England; received his degrees, 1029, 1<)3(), and 1(333; em- 
barked from London for America, April 2, 1635, in the 
''Planter," Nicholas Trerice, master. 

The passengers brought with them certificates from the 
minister at Great St. Albans, in Hertfordshire, which may 
have been Kev. Mr. Carters earlv home. He was admitted 
to membership to the First Church of Charlestown, Mass., 
" 1<)3(), llnio., 8th day"; was settled over the church in 
Woburn, 1()42, where he continued as pastor until his death, 
Sept. 5, 1(184, aged 74 years. 

Judith, wife of Sanmel Convers, survived him, and mar- 
ried Giles Fifield, of Charlestown, May 2, 1672, and died 
1678. 

Samuel- Convers was admitted freeman, 166(), and came 
to an untimely death by an accident in the corn mill which 
he inherited jointly w ith his brothers from his father. Deacon 
Edward Convers. The records of his death, on tile at East 
Cam])ridge, are as follows : — 

Wc, Isiuic lirooks and James Thompson, being about the 21 of 
Feb. 00 in the Come mill belon<jjing to the Converses, at Wooburne, 
on of suddaiu we heard a voiite about the mill wheel saying stop the 
wheel, upon wh the said Thompson did run to the mill gate & looking 
towards the mill wheel he saw as he thought a man laid down and 
(tried out mv unkle is killed. Isaak in the mean time did run to the 
water wheel and found Samuel Converse witli his head fastened 
between the water wheel and wiiter wall. 

The said Thompson in the mean time did shut the gate and came 
ruiming to the sd Brooks. Now the water wheel being turned back- 
wards did raise upwards and wee seeing his head cleared went unto 
him and did take him up alive who bled excessively. We did carry 
him into his house and soon after we brought him in ]i\a bleeding 
stopt c^ and in about half an houres time as we conceive he was quite 
de])arted. 
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THE VERDICT OF THE JURY OF QUEST ON THE DEATH OF SAMUEL 

CONVERSE. 

We subscribed being by the Constable of Wooburn Summoned a 
jury of quest upon the suddain and untimely death of Seargt Samuel 
Con vara late of Wooburne, upon examination of the Witnesses that 
did take him up, going to the place from whence he was taken up & 
viewing of the Corps, doe conceive that the said Couvars was cutting 
some ice from off the water wheele of the come mill & so overreach- 
ing with his axe was caught by his coate with some parte of the 
wheele whereby his coate was rent to the Choller thereoff «& that not 
giving way his head was drawne dowue untill it wjis sucked in between 
the water wall & the water wheele. now as is said he did call to shutt 
down the wheel but in all probabillitie he received his mortall wound 
Boone after he spake to stop the wheele. We saw much blood in the 
place whereabouts he was judged to stand, also there was blood upon 
the snow from the place to his house, as is said he was carried to his 
house alive and being set in a chair his blood quickly settled within 
him wholly preventing him from speaking & in about half an hour 
was dead. We found the back side of his head greatly bruised his 
nose grizzle as wee think was broken so that the said Convars his 
head lying as before expressed we judge his death to be by the water 
wheele of the Corne Mill. 

22: 12: 69. 

Richard Gardner John Carter 

Maithew Johnson John Norris 

John Wright Increase Winn 

John Rissell John Mousall 

Edward Ivons John Brooks 

William Johnson Will Symes 

He died intestate. 

INVENTORY. 

An Inventory of th' estate presented to vs, subscribed, of Sergt. 
Samuel Convars of Woburne, lately duced. 

Imp\ In land at a place called Indian Hill about 30 

acces 030 00 00 

It. In arrable land vpon blind Bridgii playne about 

40 : acces 050 00 (M) 

It. In pasture land neere to his barne about 30 acces, 003 00 00 

It. In vpland at a place called Breakenecke Hill 6 

acces 005 00 00 
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£ «. d. 

It. Twelve acces & J in Woburne comon vpland . 002 10 00 
It. Interest in the said comon as to herbage and 

woodland 020 00 00 

It. In vpland at the easterniost side of Aberjona 

river about 24 acces 020 00 00 

It. In vpland & orchard about the dwelling house 

about 4 acres 010 00 00 

It. In meddow at a place called bucke meddow about 

nine acres 030 00 00 

It. In meddow upon Aberjona river about seven 

acres 035 00 00 

It. In make meddow at a place called great meddow 

about 2 acres 001 00 00 

It. In an 8*'» of a saw mill upon Aberjona river & 

pond thereof 020 00 00 

It. In vpland at a place called pine meadow Playne 

6 acres 003 00 00 

It. In a third of a corne mill vpon Aberjona river, 020 00 00 

with a third of the utensils belonging thereunto, 020 00 00 
It. In a third of a kill house & haire cloth . . (KX) 10 00 

It. in a barne and hen house 030 00 00 

It. in a dwelling house 080 00 00 

IN THE KITCHEN. 

Imprimis. In peariter 001 05 00 

It. In a warming pan, pestle & morter, skillets 

dishes & earthen ware 000 15 00 

It. In trammell handjrons, spit, slice and tongs . 000 10 00 
It. In a fowling piece, woolen wheell, a cradle 5 

chaires & table 001 07 00 

IN TIIK LKANTO. 

It. In a brass Kettle 2 Iron Kettles & an iron pott . 002 00 00 
It. In tubs, treyes iV cheeze press .... 000 10 00 
It. In a chearne, frying pan, scieves and other lum- 
ber . / 000 08 06 

It. In salt 000 01 06 

It. In the cellar, meat tubs, barrels w'** other lumber 002 00 00 

IN THE HALL. 

Imprimis: In a high bedstead, feather bed curtaines, 
vallents, rug blanket a paire of sheetes & pil- 
low as it now stands 007 00 00 



120 FAMILY RI<:CORD OP 

£ «. d. 

It. In money f)04 17 03 

It. A trundle bed, its coverlet, 2 blankets, flock & 

strawebed 002 10 00 

It. A cupboard & quisbion band jrons table & 

foarme 002 00 00 

IX THE HALL CHAMBER. 

Imprimis: In broade cloth about 4 yds & ^ . . 003 10 00 

It. 4 paire of sheeles, 2 pillow beeres, 21 napkins 

and a table cloth 003 12 00 

It. In cotten, wooll cottcn & linnen yarne . . 001 10 00 

It. In apparell woolen and linnen .... 007 02 00 

It. Three chestes, a bed sted & table .... 001 15 00 

IN THE KITCHEN CHAMBER. 

Imprimis. A chaf bed, bed stead, a pillow 2 blankets 

a sheet & coverlet 001 10 00 

It. A sadle pillion & cloth, bridle girts, crupper & 

pannell 001 10 00 

It. A muskett, bandeleers, 2 bellts, sword, rest & 

pike 001 10 00 

It. 16 bushels of rye, 11 bush, of wheat, 20 bush. 

Indian 3 bush barley 009 00 00 

It. 2 bush of oates, two hogsheads & a fewe hops . 000 10 00 

IN THE GARRET. 

It. In nailes hemp & old jron & feathers . . . 001 07 00 

It. Intooles 000 14 00 

It. In rye vpon the ground 002 00 00 

It. In chaines yoakes jrons, a plow w*'' share & boult, 001 00 00 

It. In about one hundred & half of l)oarde . . 000 07 0<) 

It. In a long carte & dung carte w*^ the wheeles . (X)2 00 00 

It. In a third of grind stone, haiTow teeth & timber 

chaine IXK) 3 4 

It. In a third of a frame neere mislick bridge laid . 005 00 00 



IN STOCK IN THE YARD. 

Imprimis. Three working cattoll 

It. In a horse 

It. Ill two cowes 

It. Ill two hi'ift'rs . . . # 
It. In a vounj' bull . . . , 



438 10 03 

012 (K) 00 

003 00 (X) 

im 00 00 

005 00 00 

001 00 00 
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It. In three yearlings 002 05 00 

It. In Dine nheep & 2 lambs (X)3 10 00 

It. In eight awinc 004 00 00 

37 05 00 

It. ]n a man servant about a year . . Q!) Oo 00 

The totall sum of this Inventory is . 475 00 03 
The dubls A trcdiU of this esliitc being compared, the 

elere estate :it present is 446 12 03 

Krrors excepted. 

WILL: 8TMOND8. 

JOHN CARTER. 

WILL: JOHNSON. 

ESTATE OF SAMUEL CONVEKS, DEBTOUB. 

Imprimis. To Josiea ConverM Olfi 03 06 

It. To M" Norton 000 17 4 

It. To Hennery Balurum OOO 16 7 

It. To Juhii Wilson sen' 000 15 6 

It. To M' Cuitler 002 18 8 

It. To John Herbeen 000 7 10 

It. To Allen Convers for rates 000 9 4 

It. To John Murisall of Woburne .... 000 2 6 

It. To William Butter 000 2 3 

It. To Johriiilban Thompson 000 4 00 

It. To goodmnn puirson 000 3 00 

It. To Caplaine Jolinson 000 4 00 

It. To M' Carter 001 7 00 

It. To M' Thomas Line 000 S 00 

It. To .h,lm Whiltiniorc 000 12 « 

It. To Daniel Champney 001 6 00 

It. To good wife Oiiuvars 002 4 

It. To an annual paimcnt to be made to his mother 

Cimvers during her naterndl life . . . 001 13 4 

It. To goodman Jakcwith 000 2 6 

It. To goodnian Clarke 000 1 6 

It. To Ihe estate of Tho: \Vliittimore . 000 8 00 

It. To John Smith 000 18 00 

It. To John Lowdeu 000 6 6 

It. To John Smith 000 16 D8 

It. To John Ted 000 4 S 
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£ «. (I. 

It. To Moses Cleaveland sen'' 000 4 00 

It. To Clothes for Nalh» Hellin 005 00 00 

88 09 06 

ESTATE CREDITOR. 

By John Russell (KX) 3 00 

By James ffowle 000 8 00 

ByGershamflag 000 14 00 

By John Craggin 000 8 00 

By Jonathan Cary 000 9 00 

By Theophilus Richardson (KK) 2 00 

By Edward Win 000 5 00 

By Samuel Bernard 000 18 04 

By proctor 000 5 00 

By Isaack Brooks 003 1 10 

By Mr. Ballard 000 16 00 

By Samuel Carter 001 9 00 

ByNathrlleUin 000 5 00 

Of) 04 08 

By James Convers Jun' 00 10 11 

10 11 07 



Children of Sergt. SamiicF and Judith (Carter) Convers : 
I. SanuicF, born at AVoburn, April 4, 1662. 

II. Abigail^, born at Woburn. 

As before stated, Judith, widow, married, 2d, Giles 
Fificld, May 2, 1672. His will was proved Oct. 28, 167(5, 
in which he gives to his wife Judith "all she brought him." 
It also states, " I further give and bequeath unto Samuel 
Convers, and Abigail, his sister, as a Legaci of my love, to 
each of them, ten shillings in silver, to be payed unto them 
by my excutor." Judith Fitield's estate was appraised Oct. 
3, 1678. We have no further record of Abigail. 

3. Samukl^ Convers (Sergt. Samuel^, Deacon Edward^), 
Woburn and Thompson, (.'oim. Born at Woburn, Mass., 
April 4, 1GG2 ; died in Thompson Parish, Killingly, Conn., 
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about 1732; married Dorcas , prior to 1694. July 2, 

1705, Samuel and Dorcas Convers gave deed of five acres 
land on Ahijona River, Woburn, to John Convers for £14. 
In February, 1709, they gave deed of seven acres land in 
AVolmrn, to Thos. Belknap, for £21 . On April 8, 1710, they 
conveyed to James Kichardson, for £205, eighty acres land in 
Woburn. (See Middlesex Deeds.) In 1710, SamueF Con- 
vers and his family removed to and occupied a farm and 
dwelling-house in Thompson Parish, Killingly, Conn., which 
farm he had previously bought of Richard Evans, the first 
settler in Killin«:lv. Mr. Convers w^as the first settler of 
Th()mi)son. The farm was located in that part of the town 
which, in later years, was set ofl' as Putnam. That region 
was at that time very rude, rough, and wild, and uuinhab- 
ited except by Indians, otherwise then properly called sav- 
ages. The place where Mr. Convers settled was about sixty 
miles nearly due west of Boston ; the family finding their 
way, most of the distance, chiefly by means of blazed trees 
through the forest. In 171G he sold the Evans farm and 
purchased part of the "Quinatisset* Farm," laid out to John 
Gore, Koxbury, Mass., surveyor, in 1686. This farm is 
about a mile southwest of Thompson Hill, and in 1882 was 
occupied by Stephen Ballard and Benj. Bugbee. Here Mr. 
Convers removed his residence, conveying portions of his 
farm to his sons as they settled in life. They attended wor- 
ship in Killingly, and were connected with its church till the 
erection of Th(mipson Parish in 1728. Mr. Convers and his 
sons were active in building Thompson meeting-house, and 
providing for religious worship, and his name heads the list 
of church members at its organization, Jan. 28, 1730, a dis- 
tinction denoting seniority in age or acknowledged leadership 
in position. 

But little is known of the early life of SamueP Convers. 
* Quinatisset was the Indian name for that region. 
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He was left fatherless at the age of seven, and an orphan at 
the age of sixteen, by the death of his mother, Mrs. Fitield, 
of Charlestown ; and living, as he did, remote from other set- 
tlements, in a wild country, but little has been gleaned con- 
cerning him in Thompson. We are unable to discover the 
precise date of his death, or any record of the distribution 
of his property thereafter. 

Children of SamueF and Dorcas Conveis : 
I. Samuel"*, born Woburn, May 2(3, 1694; married, 1st, 
Dec. 11, 1716, Hannah Bartlett, of Newtown, who 
died Nov. 2, 1728 ; married, 2d, Sarah Atwell, who 
joined the church in Thompson Parish, by letter 
from the First Church of Lynn, Mass., Jan. 7, 
1738. He received from his father, in 1718, a deed 
of fifty acres upland and meadow, part of the Quin- 
atisset homestead, which he sold in a few years and 
removed to Porter's Plains, in the north part of the 
society. He did not join the church, and was less 
in town than his brothers. He had four children : 
I. RuthS born May 28, 1718. 
II. AmwelP, born June 20, 1722, who was re- 
ceived into the church Jan. 1, 1744. She 
married, June 14, 1743, Josiah Davis, of 
Sturbridge ; and had Josiah^ Davis, baptized 
Aug. 3, 1746. 

III. Hannah'*, !)orn April 12, 1724. 

IV. Dorcas^, born April 12, 1724; died Nov. 21, 

1734. 

II. Edward**, born in Wo])urn, Sept. 25, 1696. (Being of 
our line, will be taken up later.) 

III. Thomas^, born in AVoburn, Oct. 28, 1699 ; married, 
1st, AiH'il 11, 1723, Martha Clough (sister, prol)- 
ably, of Jonathan Clough, who settled in Thomp- 
son in 1722, and daughter of Thos. Clough, Sen., 
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of Salisbury) ; she died June 18, 1735. Married, 
2d, Nov. 3, 1737, Abigail Fay. Thomas Convers 
was a constituent member of the church in Thomp- 
son Parish, and active in public aflairs. In 1742 
he was elected to serve as deacon, but declined the 
office. He occupied for a time the farm left by his 
brother Samuel, and then purchased part of the 
Sanii)S(>n home farm and built a house on the site 
now occupied by Jerome Nichols, near the Nor^vich 
and Worcester Railroad station. No record of his 
death \s found, and it is possible that he removed 
from Thompson. He had nine children, three by 
his first wife and six by the h\st, as follows : 
I. Martha^, baptized 1727; married, Feb. 15, 
175(), Diah Johnson ; she died early, leaving : 

I. Martha^, w^ho married, 1st, Archelaus 

Town ; 2d, Isniel Tourtelotte. 

II. SyriP, who married Jesse Bixby. 
III. Solomon^, who died in the war. 

II. Ebenezer^, born July 27, 1730; died May 8, 
1741. 

III. Tabitha\ born June 4, 1732 ; died March, 1745. 

IV. Thomas^, born Nov. 5, 1738 ; married. May 

27, 17(52, Mary Morse. He probably re- 
moved early from Thompson. They had 
Molly's baptized Jan. 7, 1708 ; andTheron«, 
l)orn Dec. fi, 1775, who married Nancy Case. 
V. SamueP, born Aug. 7, 1740; married, Oct. 

27, 17()7, Mereba Burrill, of Thompson. 
VI. AbigaiP, born Nov. 18, 1744; maiTied, Feb. 
14, 17G4, Joseph Green, of \Vestl)orough, 
Mass. 
VII. David^, l)orn July 2, 1746 ; married, July 29, 
1770, Rachel, daughter Capt. Joseph and 
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Jcrusha Elliott. They had Willard® and 
David«, both baptized March 13, 1774. 
VIII. Tabitha^, born March 5, 1749. 
IX. JoeP, born Sept. 2, 1750; married, 1st, Sept. 

10, 1778, Daniaris "Wilson ; married, 2d, 
Jan. 20, 1785, Elizabeth Bixby. He had 
four children : 

I. Lyman^. 

11. Otis«. 

III. Damaris®. 

IV. Joel®. 

No further trace of this family can be found in 
Thompson, and jt is probable that the descendants 
of Thomas'* Cunvers shared in the great emigra- 
tion south or westward. 

IV. Dorcas^, born in Woburn, Feb. 1, 1702; married, 
April 28, 1723, Daniel Whitmore. 

V. Pain^, born in AVoburn, Nov. 25, 1700; died Sept. 

10, 1781 ; married Mary , died April 5, 1790. 

Both united with church in Thompson, he July 5, 
1730, she in 1735. In 1728 he received from his 
father, SamueP Con vers, a deed of the homestead 
farm, which he occupied through life ; which farm 
was sold by his son Pain'^, in 1793, to Thomas Day, 
of Killingly, Conn. lie was more employed in 
society and town atiairs than either of his brothers. 
In 17G0 he wns chairman of the selectmen, an<l 
served upon many important committees. He 
assisted in laying out new school districts in 1702, 
and examined the accounts after the renovation of 
the meetinir-housc. For manv vears he was usu- 
ally chosen to bo moderator at society meetings. 
They had two children : 

I. Mary*% born Aug. 1, 1734; married, May 28, 
1752, Nicholas Parker, of Thompson. 
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II. Pain*, born Oct. 28, 1739; married. Dee. 11, 
1760, Mary Lee. He was an active business 
man, much employed in public affairs ; ap- 
pointed captain Company 7, Eleventh Regi- 
ment, in 1701 ; one of the first selectmen 
chosen after Thompson became a town ; 
served on a committee to settle with Kil- 
lingly. He removed with his large family 
about the year 1790 to Bridpoit, Vt., near 
Lake Champlain, in Addison County. 
Children of Pain^ and Mary (Lee) Convers : 
I. Jeremiah^, born Aug. 4, 1761; married 
Rhoda Converse. Children : San ford' ; 
married Alice Surls. Parley' ; married, 
Ist, Oct. 31, 1805, Arpa Hemenway, 
died Nov. 30, 1823 ; married, 2d, Mrs. 
Sarah Ketch (Beach). Their children 
were Sophia**, born Aug. 24, 1806 ; 
died Jan. 18, 1809. Orson®, born July 
24, 1808 ; married Belinda Gorham, 
April 30, 1829, and had Daniel H.», 
born 1832 ; had two children, both 
died young. Caleb H.**, born Dec. 4, 
1810 ; married Louisa L. Ketch, Jan. 
13, 1830, and had eleven children, most 
of whom settled in Ohio. Mr. John 
Q.® Converse, the sixth child, was born 
Nov. 8, 1844, and now, 1886, resides 
in Plain City, Ohio. He is the histo- 
rian of the Western branch of the Con- 
verse family, and any one interested in 
the descendants of Pain^ and Mary 
(Lee) Convers will do well to confer 
with him (J. Q. C). We will here 
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simplv add the names of the children 
of Pain^ Con vers and Mary (Lee) . 
II. Barnard*, bom Jan. 15, 1764. 
III. Elias*, bom ; married Sarah 

Barrows ; had four children. 
IT. Hamlin*^, bom October, 1767 ; had 

Hamlin* Jr. 
V. Lev ina*, bom Aug. 8, 1769; mamed 

Fav : had one child, a dau*j:hter. 

VI. Alfred*,* bom May 25, 1772 ; died 

1806; married Sarah Burton; had 
four children: Hiram", Matilda^, 
Madison", and Jefferson". 
VII. Orinda^, bom Nov. 27, 1774. 
VIII. Pain^, bom June 4, 1777 ; married 
Sarah Gale. Children : Heman*^, 
Payne', Mehitable', Sarah", Loviua", 
and Alda". 
IX. Erastus®, born Oct. 5, 1780. 
X. Gardner^, born April 7, 1782 ; married 
Polly Sibley, and had Scndal", Jacen", 
Henry", and Bush rod W." Converse. 
VI. Josiah^, the youngest child of SaniueP and Dorcas 
Convers, was baptized in Killingly, Nov. 20, 1714. 
(It will be remembered that his parents and brothers 
and sister arrived in Thompson, from AVoliurn, 
only four years l)eforo his baptism, viz., 1710.) 
lie married, Dec. 7, 1737, Mary Sabin. lie pur- 
chased and occu[)ied a farm, described as "a corner 
between Walcott & Thompson," which, in 1882, 
was the residence of Deacon Valentine Ballard. 
lie and his wife "owned the covenant" in 1739, 

* Hon. Goo. L. C»)iivcrso, of Coliiinbas, Oliio, was dosci'iidod from 
Alfred**. 
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and two years later both were received into full 
communion. They had eight children, as follows : 
I. E«ther% born July 15, 1739 ; died Sept. 2, 
1742. 

II. Mary^, born Nov. 24, 1741; died Sept. 13, 

1742. 

III. elosiah^, born July 15, 1742; died June 6, 

1750. 

IV. E8ther% ])orn Aug. 24, 1744; died Nov. 7, 

1750. 
V. Johir*, born Jan. 9, 174(5; married, Jan. 20, 

1774, Kczia Nichols.* 
VI. Dorcas^, born March 10, 1749; died Nov. 5, 

1750. 
VII. Mary^, born Aug. 27, 1751. 
viii. Benjamin'*, born Aug. 28, 1751. 
We w411 now take up our line with 

4. ExsKJX Edwaiii)^ Conveks (SamueF, Sergt. Samuel^, 
Deacon Edward^), ThomiKson, Conn., born in Woburn, 
Ma.ss., Sept. 25, lOlM). At the age of fourteen removed 
with his parents to Thompson, C^onn. ; married, Aug. 6, 
1717, Elizabeth, daughter John and Elizabeth Cooper. She 
died Feb. 19, 177(), m her seventy-sixth year, while he died 
July 9, 1784. Edward Con vers received from his father, 
Feb. (), 1718, a deed of tifty acres of land north of the 
home farm, and soon after built the house thereon occupied 
by him and his sons, well known as the " Convers Tavern." 
He was a man of energy and sound judgment, nmch em- 
ployed in public affairs, was one of the constituent meml>er8 
of th(j church, and served as committee in building the 

* And removed to Cliarlestowii, N. 11., whore he died 1830, and had: 1. 

Josiah, born 1775; married Parker; and removed to Crown Point, 

N. Y. ; liad four sons and eight daughters. 2. Roby, born 1777 ; married 
Capt. John Metcalf . 

9 
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meeting-house. He was chosen to repair bridges, help 
survey doubtful bounds, collect, receive, and distribute 
school money, and ** settle with distrained Baptists on as 
easy tei^ns as he cotdd.'* He was active in military affairs, 
serving as ensign for many years. His tavern received a 
good share of travel and patronage, and '' Landlord C'onvers' 
District" heads the list of school districts laid out in 17r)2. 
He died intestate ; and an inventory only of some of his 
personal estate has been found. His real property, no 
doubt, was made over to his sons, during his lifetime. 

INVENTORY. 

We the • subscribers being desired to appraise the Estate of Mr. 
Edward Convers late of Eillingly Dec & being made under oath for 
that purpose have appraised as followeth, viz. 

Coat & Jacket 35/ great Coat 3/ K. Buckles 8@ . 

lHat3/ 

1 Bed 2 Blankets, 1 coverlid Bolster, Pillow & curtain . 
1 pr Sheets & other clothes 

1 Shirt — 1 drawers H*" & one warming pan frying 4/0 . 
Shovel & Tongs & other old Iron 3/(5 Iron Kettle & 

And Irons 0/ 

Long table & Bench 0/ saddle 4/ J$and 1/ Under bed 5/ 
Great Round table 14/ Square table 1/ Desk 27/ . 
Bread trough 1/G two trays lib 3 # G(7— 3 tubs 2/(3 . 

2 Bedsteads 4/ — 1 Box 1/ two Iron wedges & Bar 11/2 
4 chaira 7/ — cupboard 0/— crane 5/— 2 chairs 11/ 

1 wooden wheel clock & caj) 54/ 

Old Pewter 10/ tea pot 3/ Bowl l/lJ 2 canisters 1/C 

Candlestick ikl steelyards 1/ 1 Looking Glass 1/ . 

A note aj'ainst Jacob Convers cV: v liit .... 

A noteaiijainst Josiah Convers & v^' Int . 

A note against Asa Convers ct y*^ Int .... 

A note against. Jonathan jiixby cNc y^' Int. 
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Sigmtl, STEl'IIEN KEITH } , 

SIMOX DAVIS, '5^W>'-«'««- 

KiLLi\(iLY, Dec. 27**», 1784. 
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At a Court of Probate holden at Ponifret in the District of Pom- 
fret on the 4*^ day of July 1785 the foregoing Inventory was pre- 
sented by Jacob Convers Adni"^ under oath & the same is accepted 
by this Court & ordered to be kept on file. 

Test, lemup:l GROSVEXOR, 

CUrk of Probate. 
Statk of COXNECTICT'T, ? T>, ^ . rk^,„ T- 

,^ ' > ss. Probate Office. 

District of Pomfrkt, ^ 

I hereby certify that the al)ove are true copies of Records as appears 

in this Otlice. 

(Signed) Attest: E. P. HAYWARD, 

Judge, 

]\)MFRET, June 27, 1881. 

Ensign, in those times, whs the same as second lieutenant 
now. 

Children of Ensign Edward'* and Elizabeth (Cooper) Con- 
vers : 

I. Jarnes\ baptized Sept. 27, 1719; married Mary 
Leavens, of Thompson, Feb. 18, 1740. She died 
Jan. 1(), 1778. lie died Dec. 13, 1753, in his 
thirty-sixth year. He was a young man of supe- 
rior ability, active in school and military affairs ; 
was chosen ensign 17r)0. A handsome stone was 
erected to their memory after the decease of Mary, 
in 1778, in her fifty-ninth year. 
Children of Jnmes^ and Mary (Leavens) Converse : 
I. Benjamin*^, baptized Nov. 1, 1741 ; died Nov. 

11), 1745. 
II. James*', baptized July 8, 1744 ; died young. 
III. Benjamin^, baptized Sept. 14, 1746; married 
July 29, 1770, Hannah, daughter of Samuel 
Porter, of Thompson. He was a very active 
and enterprising man, much respected in 
town ; received permission from the Ecc. 
Society in 1777 "to open the graves at the 
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Burying-place on his land," believed to have 
been the old Quaddic Burying Ground. He 
was sergeant in Capt. Elliott's company, 
Putnam's regiment, and was at (Cambridge, 
1775. In 1778, Benjamin^ Convers removed 
to Marietta, Ohio, assisting in the first set- 
tlement of that State, where he manifested 
such generous public spirit and enterprise 
that his early death was mourned as a seri- 
ous loss to the whole community ; had five 
children : 

I. James"'. 

II. Nabby Ilosmer"', baptized Jan. 1, 1774. 

III. DanieF, born April 9, 1775 ; had Eliza- 
beth** ; man'ied Goddard, Zanes- 

ville, Ohio. 

IV. EoyaF, born Oct. 27, 1776. 

V. Simeon", born Jan. 31, 1779. 

IV. Alpheus^, baptized Aug. 23, 1752; married 
March 17, 1771, Jerusha, daughter of Capt. 
Joseph Elliott ; lived at the homestead i)re- 
viously occupied by Thomas'* Convers. They 
had eight children as follows : 
I. Alpheus^ born Feb. 27, 1773. 

II. Rosanna", born May 30, 1775. 

III. Joseph", born Jan. 21, 1777. 

IV. Benjamin', born Oct. 13, 1779. 
V. Cllarles^ born Feb. 21, 1781. 

VI. Alpheus^, born April 6, 17«S3. 
VII. Marcjuis", born Sept. 25, 1785. 
VIII. Adeli)hi', l)orn April 28, 1788. 
II. Edward^, baptized Nov. ><, 1720, at Killingly ; mar- 
ried Marv, dauirliter of Samuel Davis. (Mr. Davis 
bought a large tract of land on French River, in 
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1715, and died 1727.) Mr. Convers occupied a 
tine farm on tiie river, received, as he stated, from 
''our fatlier Davis' Estate." He united with the 
church in 1741, and was often engaged in promot- 
ing the affairs of the society. In 1761 he was 
appointed captain of Company 7, Eleventh Regi- 
ment Militia. No record of his decease. 
Children : 
I. Samuel DS\ baptized Feb. 17, 1742 ; had 

three children, viz., Willard'; Elizabeth", 

baptized Aug. 24, 17G() ; Walter', born July 

li), 1767. 
II. Edward^, baptized June 10, 1745 ; died 

1745. 

III. Edward^, born June 6, 1747. 

IV. Amasa*'*, born June 8, 1750. 
v. Mary*^, born March 1, 1753. 
VI. Abigail'', born Aug. 23, 1756. 

III. Jonathan'', baptized April 28, 1723. (Being in our 

line, will be taken up presently.) 

IV. Jacob^, born Feb. 26, 1727, at Killingly, Thompson 

Parish; married, June 6, 1754, Anna White, of 
Pomfret. He succeeded to the family homestead 
and tjivern, and maintiiined its previous high repu- 
tation. He was one of the first highway surveyors 
appointed in Thompson, after its incorporation as a 
town in 1785, and served the town in several other 
capacities ; was lieutenant in militia for many years, 
and one of the choristers in the old meeting-house, 
having charge of '' tuning the Psalm." In 1793, he 
gave a deed of the home farm to his son Chester, 
and probably accompanied him to Monson, Mass., 
no record being found of the death of himself or 
his wife in or about Thompson. 
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Children of Jacob^ and Anna (White) Convers : 
I- Chester*, baptized Dec. 7, 1755; married 
Esther Green, and had : 
I. Hezekiah", bom Sept. 9, 1 784 ; married, 
Feb. 27, 1805, Abigail Town, of 
Thompson ; he died in Thompson, 
Sept 30, 1830. She died March 6, 
1864. Hezekiah removed with his 
father to Monson, Mass., but after a 
time went to Pomfret Factory, Conn., 
now Putnam. They had Esther 
Green^, born March 6, 1806 ; mar- 
ried Jan. 1, 1829, Myla Seaman, of 
Fort Edward, X. Y. ; Abigail Town^ 
born Nov. 8, 1807 ; married May 1, 
1834, Sherman Town ; Chester®, bom 
Dec. 25, 1810 ; married Caroline 
Freeman; hadMyla^; Esther^, mar- 
ried Wni. Talbut; AhigaiP, married 

Simpson ; Freeman^, married 

Eva Ryan ; Jesse F.^, born April 20, 
1815; married, 1st, May 20, 1837, 
Mercy Prince, who died May 25, 

1872 ; married, 2d, Mrs. Joslin. 

Children : George F.^, born Feb. 27, 
1839, died Feb. 13, 1843; JoeF, 
born Aug. 5, 1842, — a soldier in 
the War of the Rebellion, died at 
Andersonvillc Prison, July, 1864 ; 
George-^ born April 15, 1844, died 
May 2(j, 1844; Joseph"\ l»orn June 
15, 1846, died July 26, 1846; Mary 
E.'*^, born July 1, 1854, married 
Hezekiah, son of Ira Bates, has two 
children. 
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Although past the age required for military 
service, Mr. Jesse F.** Converse enlisted in 
Windham County's favorite regiment, the 
gallant Eighteenth, and had the misfortune 
to lose one eye by an imfortunate accident. 
His son JoeP, a very Herious-minded and 
exemplary young man, was led by patriotic 
devotion to enlist in the same regiment, and 
was taken prisoner at New Market, May 18, 
and gave his life for his country. 

II. Anna^, the second child of Jacob*^, baptized 

March 12, 1758; married, Oct. 17, 1793, 

Richard Dresser, of Charlton, Mass. 
HI. Jacob^, baptized May 11, 1766; graduated 

Brown University, 1790 ; studied medicine ; 

married , and had Mirriam"', bom Jan. 

29, 1797. 
IV. Becca^, baptized May, 17G9. 

V. Chloe'*, baptized Sept. 29, 1776; married, 

Sept. 4, 1800, John Hamilton, of Palmer, 
iNIass. She was remarkable for bodily 
strength* and energy. 
V. Asa^ the fifth son of Edward^ born Sept. 30, 1730 ; 
had a farm in the north part of the town of Thomp- 
son. Nothing further can be learned of this family, 
which probably left the region in some early emi- 
gnition. 
Children : 
I. James^, ^ 
II. Asa^, > all three baptized Aug. 16, 1761. 

III. Susannah^S ) 

IV. Salwin^, baptized Sept. 13, 1762. 
V. Darius*'', baptized June 17, 1764. 

VI. Zilpah^, baptized May 4, 1766. 
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VII. ililler^, baptized Jan. 17, 1768. 
VI. Jesvse^, bom Xov. 30, 1732 ; married Widow Damaris 

Chandler, Nov. 23, 1758. 
VII. Elizabeth^ born April 4, 1736 ; died March 18, 1737. 
VIII. Zacharias^, lx)m April 4, 1736; died young, prob- 
ablv. 
IX. Elizal)eth^ lx)rn March 29, 1738; married. May 20, 

1757, Timothy Attwood. 
X. Susanna^, lx)m Oct. 2S, 1741; died August, 1833; 
maiTied, 1st, Diah Johnson, April 11, 1764, and 
had : 

I. Jotham*^ Johnson, who married Hannah, daugh- 
ter Capt. Stephen and Hannah (Carroll) 
Crosby. (Capt. Crosby was a very excel- 
lent man, a soldier of the Revolution ; fell 
dead from drinking cold water during the 
retreat from New York, Sept. 15, 1776.) 
II. Susannah*^ Johnson, man-ied Deacon Stephen 
Crosby (son of Ca[)t. Stephen), who had: 
I. Hon. Talcott" Crosby, who was a very 
influential and much-respected man, 
I)resident Thompson Bank, judge of 
probate ; died Dec. 8, 1870. 
II. Stephen''' Crosby, also highly esteemed 
in Thcmipson. 
Mrs. Susanna^ (Convcrs) Johnson married, 2d, 
Dr. Samuel liugglcs, of Hardwick, Mass., April 23, 
178(), settling in Thompson. 
This closes the (IcscendMuts of Ensign Edward'* Converse, 
with the cx(^eption of Jonathan'', the third son, who, being 
of our lin(s we will now resume. 

5. Jonathan'' (JoxvKus (Ensign Edward^, SaniucF, Sergt. 
Samuer-*, Deacon Edward^), Tlionipson, Conn. Born in 
Thompson Parish ; baptized April 28, 1723; died 1761 ; mar- 
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ried, June 19, 1743, Keziah (daughter of Jonathan Hughes, 
an early resident of Killingly, Conn.) . He occupied after his 
marriage a faim on a by-road running nortliwest from Brandy 
Hill, and near to the old Hale and John Jacobs places, till 
about 1752, when he removed to the homestead afterwards 
occui)ied by Elijah and Kiel Converse, near the present Wil- 
sonville. Living in such remote neighborhoods, he had little 
to do with public aHairt?, neither does his name appear on the 
society records ; but he evidently managed to attend church 
on the Lord's day and secure the baptism of his large family 
of children. 

I. Elijah^, born June 20, 1745; died June 14, 1820; 
married, 1st, Jan. 25, 1770, Experience Hibbard, 
daughter of Jonathan and Experience Hibbard, 
occupants of an old house near the river, in the 
present Wilson ville ; she was born Sept. 5, 1746. 

Married, 2d, . He lived out for a time when 

a boy, but returned to cultivate the land left by his 
father. He built, in 17 IK), the house, east side the 
road, occupied until lately by Mr. Albert Converse, 
which house stood on the site of a very old house, 
the home, probably, of his father, Jonathan* and 
his widow. Elijah Converse was a hard-working, 
sturdy farmer, and served three years in the Revo- 
lutionary War. 
Children : 

I. Sarah'', born April 16, 1772 ; married Daniel 
Barrett ; had Wheeler Barrett. 

II. Lois^, born March 4, 1775 ; married Pike, 

of Poquonnock, Conn. 

III. Elijah^ born April 10, 1777 ; died April 22, 

1846. 

IV. RieF, born Feb. 24, 1782 ; married, 1st, Ada, 

daughter of Moses Barnes, of Dudley, Mass. ; 



138 FAMILY RECORD OF 

married, 2d, Alice, daughter of Jacob and 
Eunice (Leavens) Bixby ; married, 3d, 
Sarah Pierce. He died Oct. 26, 1874. 
Children of Kiel" and Alice (Bixby) Converse : 
I. AbieP Converse, bom Dec. 13, 1815 ; 
has been for many yeare a distin- 
guished lawyer in Connecticut, and 
is well known at the bar of that State 
as a orentleman of learnin«^ and abil- 
ity, and is highly esteemed by his 
professional brethren and by his for- 
mer clients and the public at large. 
He is now (1886) enjoying a well- 
earned retirement on his farm in 
Thompson, Conn. 
II. Albert®, born Feb. 15, 1818 ; married 

Rebecca Kelly. 
III. Henry Hudson®, Iwrn 1825 ; died young. 
II. Alice^, l)om Feb. 11, 1747. 

III. Rhoda^, bom March 12, 1748 ; died young. 

IV. Elisha^, born April 4, 1750 ; died young. 
V. Lois^, born May 29, 1751. 

VI. Esther^ born Oct. 29, 1752. 

VII. Jonathan^ born Nov. 25, 1754; died May 9, 1761. 

VIII. Khoda^, born Aug. 23, 1756 ; married, Nov. 26, 1778, 
Jeremiah*'' Converse (Pain'*, Pain"*, SamueP, Sergt. 
SamueF, Deacon Edward*). 

IX. Elisha^, born March 18, 1758; married, 1st, ; 

married, 2d, Mary Wells, of Woodstock, ('onn. 
He lived, wlien a l)oy, with Janios Lamed, of Kil- 
linirly, Conn. : was enlisted into Putnam's re^i^i- 
niont, C'Oni|)any H, May, 1775, though only seven- 
teen years of ago, and was with the army at Cam- 
bridge through that memorable campaign, sharing 
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in the closing scenes of the battle of Bunker Hill. 
He was a man of great energy, much engaged in 
running mills and manufacturing experiments ; re- 
moved after a time to Wadsbury, Vt., where he 
ac<iuire(l a considerable estate. Had nine children, 
viz. : 

I. KoswelF. 
II. Jonathan'. 

III. Polly^ 

IV. Lucy"''. 

V. Adclphi'. 
VI. Lovisa'. 
VII. Esther''^. 
VIII. Elisha''^. 
IX.. John Mason*^. 
X. Jonathan^, born Jan. 27, 1760. 

t). Dkacon Jonathan*^ Converse (Jonathan*, Ensign 
Edward"*, Samuel-*, Sergt. Samuer-^, Deacon Edward^), 
Thomi)Son. Born in Thompson, Conn., Jan. 27, 1760; died 
Oct. 25, 184i), in Thompson; married, 1st, Esther Whipple, 
Nov. 20, 1783, born Oct. 30, 1762, died March 24, 1832; 
married, 2d, Mrs. Sarah Wilber, April 7, 1833, died May 
1, 1837 ; married, 3d, Zeruah Spnigue, Sept. 24, 1837. 

An infant at the death of his father, he was probably 
brought up by hiy mother, but early went out into the world. 
In July, 1776, he was mustered into the regiment com- 
manded by Col. Comfort Sage, Company »5, Stei)hen Crosby, 
captjiin, and probably shared the perils of that disastrous 
campaign of New York, and those successive retreats which 
cost the life of his captain and many other Thompson sol- 
diers. He afterwards passed a few years in Gloucester, R. I., 
whore his ohler children were born ; was admitted inhab- 
itant of Thompson in 1788. Ho purchased land in several 
parts of the town, occupying for a numlier of years the farm 
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sold by him to the Baptist society in 1801. In 1795 he was 
chosen deacon of the Baptist church, and was also very 
active in its secular aflairs, serving as a committee in building 
the meeting-house of 1803, and securing the ministerial farm. 
He was also very active as a politician, assisting in the first 
organization of the old Republican or Democratic party, and 
in getting up the first public Fourth of July celebration on 
Thompson Hill in 180G. Through life an active brother of 
the Masonic fraternity,* he joined in later years with his 
former political opponents in the tremendous fight against 
Anti-Masonry. Deacon Converse, like most men of his day, 
was jovial and convivial, enjoying good living and fellowship. 
Among many other avocations, he followed for a time that of 
landlord, keeping tavern for a period at Brandy Hill, and 
also at "Brass Ball," in the extreme northeast part of the 
town. He was also interested in various mills, and was one 
of the prime movers in the upbuilding of Quaddick Factory 
and Village. Selling out his interest to the Quaddick Man- 
ufacturing Company in 1812, Deacon Converse then removed 
to a farm in the south part of the town, which he occupied 
till his decease, Oct. 25, 1845. His first wife, Esther 
Whipple, the mother of all his children, was much esteemed 
as a quiet, self-sacrificing, earnest Christian woman, rearing 
her large family in the fear of the Lord. 

The following is a copy of a very old manuscript, in the 
handwriting of Mrs. Esther (Whipple) Converse : — 

father Whipple Departed this life March 17, 1810. 

Otsi^o March 18^'^, 1813, mother Whipple Departed this life in the 
84^** year of her age. 

The iiiscriptiou on the grave stones sat for father and mother, 
verses composed By Barneth Whipple his son. 

*' Sleep on kind porrents in the Dust 
till the rcsurection of tlie just 
there may you rise to realms of bliss 
and dwell in light wlu?re Jesus is." 

♦ He was a member of the Warren Chapter and the Montgomery Council. 
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Ezak Whipple was born 3 day of June 1760. 

Esther Whipple was born 30 of October 1762. 

Abigail Whipple was born 9 of March 1704. 

Barnard Whipple was born 19 of March 1766. 

Hcnijah Whipple was born 3 of Nov 1768; died Feb 27, 1813, in 
the 44*** year of his age. 

Tabatha Whipple was born 3 of Nov 1768. 

Rheben Whipple was born 1 of May 1770. 

James Whipple was born 30 of June 1772; died in 1814 in the 42'^'* 
year of his age. 

WILL OF DEACON JONATHAN* CONVERSE. 

In the uame of God, Amen. I Jonathan Converse, of Thompson, 
in the County of Windham, and State of Connecticut, being of a 
sound disposing mind and Memory, Do make and ordain this my Last 
Will and testament, in manner and form as follows: Yiz. Eirst, I 
give and bequeath unto my beloved wife (Zeruah) Converse, my 
horse and Chaise and one Cow, with all the furniture and property 
she brought with her into my family, and I hereby Order my Executors 
hereinafter named, to pay her out of my Estate in one year from my 
decease, the sum of one hundred dollars in Lieu of dower, and to be 
at her sole use and benefit forever. I give and bequeath unto my son 
Thaddeus Converse and to his heirs, the sum of One hundred dollars. 
I give and bequeath unto my son Elisha Converse, and to his heirs, the 
sum of One hundri^d dollars. I give and bequeath unto my daughter 
Parmelia Clough, the sum of Twenty dollars. I give and bequeath 
unto Jonathan Clough my Grandson, the sum of Thirty dollars. I 
give and bequeath unto my Daughter Nancy Laura Barrett, the sum 
of Eighty dollars. 

I give and bequeath unto my sons Joseph, and Benjamin, the sum 
of four hundred dollars each. I give and bequeath unto my Daughter 
Lu<!ien Whitmore, the sum of one hundred dollars. I give and be- 
queath unto my son Adolphus Converse, so much as with a note, and 
the Interest I hold against him, will make a sum of four hundred 
dollars. I give Jind bequeath unto the heirs of my daughter Esther, 
in Ecjual shares the sum of Eighty dollars. I give and bequeath unto 
the heirs of My son Augustus Converse, a note of hand, and the 
interest due thereon which I hold against the said Augustus in equal 
shares, as their portion of my Estate, having already given him 
Augustus, more than my other children, being more than One 
thousand dollars. 

And my will further is, that all notes and book accounts which I 
hold against any of My Children, shall be offset, and make a part of 
the several Legacies heretofore named, And the Residue and Re- 



142 FAMILY RECORD OP 

mainder of my Estate, if any should be left after payinsf all my just 
debts, and funeral Expenses, and the Legacies as aforesaid, my Will 
is, shall be equally divided among all my children, and those who 
legally Represent them, And I do hereby constitute and appoint my 
sons Joseph, and Benjamin Converse, Executors, to this my last Will 
and Testament, hereby lievoking all former Wills by me at any time 
heretofore made, daclaring this only to be my last will and testament. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 14*** 
day of June A. D. 1844. 

In presence of 

Hezekiaii Olney. 
Hartly Goodell. 
Jonathan Nichols. 

Proved, Thompson, Oct. 31, 1845. 

Children of Deacon Jonathan^ and Esther (Whipple) Con- 
verse : 

I. Thaddeus"' Converse (Deacon Jonathan^, Jonathan^, 
Ensign Edward**, SainneP, Sergt. Samuel*^, Deacon 
Edward^), Thompson ; horn Aug. 28, 1784; died 
April 30, 1869 ; married, 1st, Matilda Hosmer, 
died Oct. 3, 1811 ; 2d, Oct. 18, 1812, Elizabeth 
Covell, died Dec. 23, 1852. 
Children : 

I. Elizabeth^ born July 23, 1808. 
II. Jonathan^, born June 1), 1810; died April 18, 
1811. 
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Clough, of Thompson, Sept. 11, 1815, died Feb. 
22, 1821, aged 33 years. (He was sou of Obadiah 
and grandson of Deacon Jonathan Ch)iigh, who was 
an early settler of Thompson, and who died June 2, 
1782, in his ninety-fifth year. Mary, his wife, 
died March 18, 1787, at the same age.) Parraela"' 
lived to a great age, faithfully caring for her 
children, grandchildren, and other relatives. An 
excellent Christian woman, very highly esteemed 
in the church and community. 
Children : 
I. Matilda Hosmer^ Clough, born Nov. 19, 1816 ; 

died May 24, 1858 ; man-ied April 28, 1839, 

Rufus T. Town, of Thompson. 
II. Jonathan C.® Clough, bom Sept. 10, 1818 ; 

died 1886; married, Sept. 5, 1841, Susan 

A. Sumner, bom Sept. 14, 1820. She is a 

lineal descendant of Rev. Marston Cabot, the 

first minister in Thompson. 

Children : 

I. Hendrick®, bom : now in Denver, 

Colorado. 

II. Caroline^, bom 
III. Marston C.^, bom 
III. Ashei-*^ Clough, bom Dec. 16, 1819 ; died 

April 11, 1820, aged 4 months. 
IV. Augustus" Converse (Deacon Jonathan^, Jonathan^, 
Edward^, SamueP, SamueP, Deacon Edward^), 
Thompson, Conn., and Cambridge, 111. ; born Nov. 
24, 1790 ; died Oct. 28, 1843, at Cambridge, 111. ; 
maiTied Sybil Smithe, Dec. 12, 1812, born March 
27, 1791, died Oct. 5, 1843. 
Children : 
I. Davis G.®, born Nov. 22, 1813 ; resides at 
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Cambridge, III., 1886; married, Feb. 2, 
1840, Harriet Miller, and have three isous : 
E. Augustus^, Davis G.^, Jr., aud George^. 

II. Parmelia^, born Nov. 8, 1815 ; married James 

Howe, March 8, 1838 ; now living in Nich- 
oldson, Pa. 

III. Mary Ann®; married, 1st, Oct. 1, 1844, G. A. 

Rhodes ; 2d, Geer. She was born Jan. 

25, 1818, and now dwells in Brooklyn, Pa. 

IV. Augustus®, born April 16, 1820 ; died Oct. 18, 

1843. 
V. Sophronia S.**, born March 22, 1822 ; married 

Joseph Keach, Aug. 13, 1843, and settled 

at Thompson, Conn. 

Children : 

I, Geo. A.^ Keach, born Aug. 9, 1845; 
and have George L.^", born July 18, 
1868; Eveluie A.^", born April 12, 
1872; Emily A.»», born April 12, 
1872 ; all of Thompson, Conn. 

II. Sophia A.-' Keach, born March 22, 1847 ; 
married Wiiifred Place, and reside at 
Olneyvillc, R. I., and have Marion 
A.'\ born Nov. 23, 1868 ; Winfred 
A.l^ born April 14, 1872. 

III. Joseph 11.^ Keach, born Fel). 14, 1850; 

now living in Maiden, jNIass. ; has one 
child, Wayland D.^*\ born Jan. 2, 
1878. 

IV. Iscah C." Keach, born Oct. 18, 1853; 

settled at Putnam, Conn. Children: 
Herbert X.^\ born July 14, l^;73 
Freddie ^^^^ born Oct. 25, 1874, died 
Jan. 13, 1881 ; Ora M.l^ born Aug 
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3, 1876; Leon I.l^ born Jan. 21, 
1882; Sybil S.'\ born Dec. 13, 
1884. 

VI. Esther Jane*^, born Jan. 22, 1824 ; died April 7, 

1847 ; married March, 1844, Ten*y ; 

had one daughter, Mary Bailey®, now living, 
Brooklyn, Pa. 

VII. Iscah W.«, born Dec. 22, 1828; died Feb. 17, 

1833. 

VIII. Enistus B.^ born Feb. 12, 1831 ; died Oct. 12, 

1843. 
IX. Iscah C.«, born Sept. 29, 1833; died 1883. 
X, James A.^, the last child of Augustus"', born 
Aug. 14, 1836; and now, in 1886, lives in 
Nebraska. 
V. Lucyna'' Converse (Deacon Jonathan**, Jonathan^, 
Edward^, SamueF, SamueV-^, Deacon Edward^), 
born in Thompson, Feb. 26, 1793; died May 31, 
1855; married, Dec. 2, 1816, Davis L. Whitmore, 
born Jan. 31, 1783, died Dec. 21, 1845. 
Children : 

I. Hannah L.** Whitmore, born Nov. 19, 1817 ; 
died ; maiTied Albert J. Mulford, 

born , died 

II. Frances M.® Whitmore, born April 30, 1819 ; 
died Oct. 1, 1849; married, Oct. 29, 1843, 
John N. Sawyer. 
III. Deacon Joseph Benjamin^ Whitmore, bom 
April 4, 1825; married, 1st, Sarah Jane 
Ambrose, Jan. 11, 1849, born Feb. 2, 1824, 
died March 24, 1883 ; married, 2d, Annie 
Frances, daughter Nathan C. and Martha M, 
Goddard, of Maiden, Mass., May 28, 1884, 
born July 15, 1851, at East Rupert, Vt. 

10 
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Deacon Joseph B. Whitmore was the third 
child of Davis L. and Lucyna or Lucinia 
(Converse) Whitmore ; has led a useful and 
an upright Christian life, and commands the 
respect and regard of his fellow-citizens ; is 
retired from active business, and resides in 
West Newton, Mass. 
Children : 

I. George P.^ Whitmore, born Nov. 21, 
1849; married, 1st, June 22, 1871, 
Lavinia Gilbert Cook, daughter of 
Capron C. and Elizabeth Houghton 
Cook, born Dec. 4, 1851, at West 
Newton, Mass., died March 5, 1872, 
in her twcntj'^-first year; married, 
2d, April 30, 1877, Alice Adelia 
Eaton, daughter of W. F. Eaton, at 
Chicago, born June 11, 1856, at 
Carlisle, Ontario. He resides in 
West Newton, Mass., and holds a 
responsi])le position in the business 
of the Boston Belting Company, in 
their office in Boston, with which 
corporation he has been for some 
years. Children : Arthur Eaton^^, 
born in London, England, June 25, 
1878; Koswcll C.^^, born Nov. U, 
1879 ; Grace Ambrose^^^ born Jan. 1, 
1881. 
II. Brewer Goddard'*^ Whitmore, born Feb. 
27, 188(). 
IV. Emma Jano'' Whitmore, born April 12, 1830; 

died July 18, ls:V>, 
v. William Duvis^ Whitmore, born May 2, 1833 ; 
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(lied ; married Amelia Pcrcells, 

born , died 

VI. Deacon Joseph^ Converse (Deacon Jonathan^, Jona- 
than^, Edward^, SamiieP, Sergt. Saniuer-^, Deacon 
Edward^), Boston and Worcester, Mass. ; born in 
Thompson, Conn., Feb. 2, ni)i) ; died in Worces- 
ter, Mass., April 6, 1849; married Betsey Day, 
1820, l)orn May 1, 1796, died March 12, 1880. 
Mr. Joseph Converse early removed from Thom[)- 
son. Conn., to Boston, where he was engaged for 
many years with his brother Benjamin in business. 
The records of the Charles Street (Boston) Baptist 
Church show that Betsey Day was admitted to that 
church by baptism. May 14, 1820 ; that Joseph Con- 
verse was admitted from Thompson, Conn., June 7, 
1821 ; that both were dismissed July 7, 1827, to 
Federal Street Baptist Church, Boston. Later in 
life he removed to Worcester, Mass., where he 
bought a farm, and there lived and died, much 
lamented by a wide circle of friends and relatives. 
Children : 

I. Mary A.'* Converse, born 1821 ; died 1823. 
II. Joseph Henry ^ Converse, born March 20, 
182;i; married, July 10, 1849, Sophia G. 
Prentiss, born April 8, 1825. He was ad- 
mitted to Federal Street Baptist Church, Jan- 
uary, 184!>, from Worcester, Mass. Has 
been well known and useful in the Baptist 
denomination for many years ; has resided 
in Cambridge for a long time, where he 
was piesident of the Common Council in 
1870-1 ; has been in active business in 
Boston for the past thirty-five years, where 
his ofiice as president of the Little Rock 
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and Fort Smith Railroad (of Arkansas) is 

now located. 

Have had four children : 

I. Charles H.*** Converse, born Dec. 28, 

1850; married, July 14, 1874, Mar- 
tha E. Dean, of Cambridge. For 
some years was engaged in the leather 
business in Boston, where he was 
quite popular. Children : Ethel D.^", 
born May 2, 1875 ; Bertha E.^% bom 
June 1, 187G; Joseph IU\ born 
Sept. 15, 1878; Allan D^\ born 
Sept. 23, 1880. 
II. Boberta W.^, the second child of Joseph 
Henry® and Sophia, born Sept. 30, 
1855; died Jan. 11, 1870. 
ni. George li:\ born Sept. 21, 1857. 
IV. Florence E.», born Aug. 28, 18G0. 
III. Charles E.® Converse, son of Joseph" and 
Betsey Day Converse, l)orn in Boston, May 
26, 1826 ; died :May 1, 1882, at his residence 
in Chicago; married, 1st, September, 1849, 
Julia Smith, died September, 1850 ; mar- 
ried, 2d, Martha J. Newcomb, October, 
1853, born 
Child, by first wife : 
I. Charles E.-', born September, 1850 ; 

died October, 1850. 
Children, by second wife : 

II. Mary E.'', Ijorn March 8, 1855; mar- 

ried, December, 1876, Mr. Jacob 
Lowe White, ])orn . Chil- 

dren : Charles C.^" White, born Sep- 
tember, 18711; MabcU^ White, born 
September, 1881. 
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III. William E.«, born Aug. 4, 1857. 
IV. Helen M.'', youngest child of Joseph'' and 
Betsey (Day) Converse, born 1832 ; 

died 1839. 

VII. Deacon Benjamin" Converse (Deacon Jonathan^, Jon- 
athan^, Edward**, SamueP, Sergt. Samuel-, Deacon 
Edward^), Boston and Cambridge ; born in Thomp- 
son, Conn., Feb. 2, 1795; died May 15, 1874; 
married, July 30, 1821, Adaline Battelle, bom 
Sept. 14, 1801. He was admitted to member- 
ship of the Charles Street Baptist Church, from 
Thompson, Conn., Jan. G, 1825; Adaline B., his 
wife, was admitted to same church, by baptism. 
May 20, 1827 ; and both were dismissed to Cam- 
bridge, Feb. 27, 1856. He was associated wnth 
his brother Joseph in business in the Boylston 
Market building for a long period, and resided in 
that vicinity until late in life, w^hen he removed to 
Cambridge, Mass., where he became a deacon of 
the First Baptist Church, in Cambridgeport, where 
he was highly esteemed for his Christian character 
and virtues. 
Children : 

I. Benjamin B.^ Converse, born April 28, 1824; 
married Nov. 11, 1847, H. E. Brooks, born 
Jan. 19, 1825 ; was admitted to Charles Street 
Baptist Church, by baptism, Sept. G, 1840, 
and dismissed to Roxbury, June 28, 1854. 
Ho resides in that part of Boston formerly 
known as Dorchester. Mr. B. B. Converse 
is widely known as an honorable, successful, 
and conservative merchant in the hide and 
leather business in Boston, in which he has 
been firmly established for some thirty years ; 
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is highly regarded by his associates and 
neighbors in the trade ; has served as di- 
rector in one of our Boston banks fi'oni time 
out of mind. He is still a very active and 
a very energetic business man ; in his 
church has ever been prominent, taking an 
especial interest in the singing, on commit- 
tee of which he has long sei-ved. 
Children : 
I. In'ing^,l>ornFeb. 11, 1849 ; died March 

11, 1850. 
II. Herbert B.^ born Dec. 29, 1852 ; mar- 
ried Dec. 2, 1880, Virginia L., daugh- 
ter of James L. Lewis, Esq., of Eliz- 
abeth, N. J., born Sept. 19, 1852. 
Mr. Herbert B.^ Converse is engaged 
in the leather business in Boston, 
with a Mr. Perry, under the firm 
name and style of Perry, Converse 
& Co. He resides in the Dorches- 
ter district of Boston, and has one 
child, L. Herbert*", born Sept. 15, 
1882. 
III. Frank B.^, the youngest son of B. B.^ 
Converse, born March 5, 1857, is asso- 
ciated with his father's firm of Con- 
verse, Stanwood& Co., in the leather 
business in Boston. 
11. A. Eudora^ Converse, the second child of 
Deacon Benijunin" and Adaline (BattcUe) 
Converse, born May 30, 1828 ; admitted to 
membership, Charles Street Bai)tist Church, 
])y ])aptism, Sept. (J, 1810 ; dismissed there- 
from to Newton Church, May 31, 1853; 
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maiTied, Fob. 3, 1853, Rev. Amos Webster, 
D. 1)., born June 23, 1817, in Rumney, 
N. H. (The parents of Mr. Webster were 
Amos Webster, born May 10, 1773, and 
Mary Hall, IwrnFeb. 15, 1775, and mamed 
Feb. 1J>, 1797.) Rev. Dr. Webster was 
editor and proprietor of the ChrMan Era, 
of Boston, for about eighteen years. This 
was a Baptist weekly paper of great influence 
in the denomination. For many years they 
have resided at Hyde Park, Mass. 
Children : 

I. Ella Eudora^ Webster, born at Newton, 
Nov. 17, 1853; married, Nov. 3, 
1875, Samuel S. Knowles, and have 
Gertrude F.l^ born Aug. 13, 1876. 

II. Irving C.*' Webster, born at Cambridge, 

Nov. 3, 1857 ; married, Nov. 20, 1879, 
Mary E., daughter John and Jennie 
(Gilchrist) Allen, of Chipman, N. B., 
born April 13, 1858 ; both are mem- 
bers of Baptist church at Hyde Park. 
Mr. Webster is engaged in the leather 
business in Boston. Have had two 
children : Edith Lillian'®, born Aug. 
13, 1884 ; Chester C.'^ born Feb. 15, 

i88r). 

III. Mary Adaline^ Webster, born Sept. 8, 

185i), at Hyde Park; died Oct. 4, 
185J>. 

IV. Eddie Battelle^ Webster, born Jan. 3, 

18()4; died Aug. 1, 1864. 
v. Florence Adelaide^ Webster, born Oct. 
21, 1867, in Hyde Park. 
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III. Granville S.®, youngest child of Deacon Benja- 
min" Convei-se, born Feb. 15, 1833 ; mar- 
ried, April 27, 1865, E. A. Mansfield; died 
May 7, 1873; he now (1886) resides in 
Maiden, Mass. 
VIII. Nancy Lorrey" Converse (Deacon Jonathan^, Jona- 
than^, Edward'*, SamueP, Sergt. SamueP, Deacon 
Edward^), born in Thompson, Feb. 11, 1797 ; died 
May ^20, 1878; married June 11, 1820, Joseph 
Phelps Barrett, born Nov. 9, 1789, died Oct. 23, 
1836. Her name was generally spelled "Laura." 
Children : 

I. James Uervey** Barrett, born June 20, 1821 ; 
died September, 1885 ; married March 30, 
1845, Lydia C. Foster; born ; died 

; had Cony A.^ born Feb. 8, 1860. 
II. Adeline Battelle*^ Barrett, bom Feb. 25, 1823 ; 
died Sept. 17, 1878 ; married, April 22, 1845, 
Charles W. Fisk ; had four children, — three 
dying in infancy: Effie E.-^ born Oct. 18, 
1861 ; living (1886) in Peculia, Mo. 

III. Alphonso^ Barrett, born Jan. 7, 1826; died 

July 15, 1833. 

IV. Henry Martyn*^ Barrett, born Jan. 4, 1828 ; 

died Sept. 11, 1832. 

V. ThomavS Erskine^ Barrett, born March 28, 1830 ; 

died on the field of battle at Fredericksburg, 
Va., Dec. 13, 1862; married, Oct. 9, 1854, 
Jennie S. Burwell, and had Carrie A.*' 
Barrett. 

VI. Henry Martyn*^ Barrett, l)oru June 2<), 1832 ; 

died July 20, 1861 ; married Oct. 21, 1860, 
Elizabeth G. Smith. 
VII. Origen Ambrose^ Barrett, born April 8, 1835 ; 
died Aug. 29, 1854. 
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IX. Adolphus B."' Converse (Deacon Jonathan^, Jonathan^, 
Edward'*, SamueP, Sergt. SamueP, Deacon Ed- 
ward^), Thompson, Conn., and Boston, Mass.; 
born in Thompson, Jan. 21, 1799 ; died in Boston, 
April 12, 1871 ; mamed Parmela Day, born in 
Dover, Mass., Feb. 8, 1800, died in Boston, Nov. 

I, 18r)2. But little is known to the writer of this 
gentleman, excepting that he was a man of talent, 
of fine address and good education, and a man of 
Christian principles. 

Children : 

I. Costellow D.», born 1822 ; died 1826, at An- 
dover, Mass. 

II. Osrhophoria M.®, born 1826 ; married Rev. 

J. W. Ilolman, a Baptist clergyman, well 
known in his denomination ; was settled at 
Worcester, Mass. They had Alfarata E.^, 
born 1852. 
III. Philomcdia H.«, born 1827; died 1869, at 
Cambridge, Mass. ; married Rev. Josiah 
Merrill, a Congregationalist minister. 
Children : 
I. Henrietta A.® Memll, born 1849 ; died 

1854, at Hartford, Vt. 
II. C. Adelaide^ Merrill, born 1851 ; mar- 
ried Rev. Frederick Allen, Congre- 
gationalist clergyman, at Walpole, 
N. H., and had Arthur MerrilP®, born 
1880. 

III. Henry Ferdinand^ Merrill, born 1853 ; 

was in China, in a custom house, 
1882. 

IV. James C.® Merrill, born 1856 ; married 

Fannie Buss, of Boston. 
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V. Frederick Josiah^ Merrill, bom 1860, 
Boston. 

^^. Helen Isador^ Merrill, bom 1861. 
VII. Ida Augusta^ Merrill, bom 1865, Wal- 
pole, N. H. 
IV. Helvina Adelaides lK)m 1834; died 1866, 

at Cambridge, Mass. ; married E. K. 

Gar^'en. 

Children : 

I. Frank Oscar^ Garven, born 1854 ; mar- 
ried Augusta . 



II. Charles H.^ Garven, born 1856 ; married 

Nellie Clark ; resided at Holliston, 
Mass., 1882 ; and had Paul Herbert^S 
bom 1879. 

III. Henrietta Isador^ Grarven, bom 1862 ; 

resided at Westiord, 1882. 
V. Ferdinand A. W.«, bora 1837; died 1880, 
Washington, D. C. ; married Eleanor M., 
daughter George G. Gove, Esq., of Cam- 
bridge, Mass, For some years Ferdinand 
A. W,^ Convei'se, voun<rest child of Adol- 
phus B.^ Converse, was associated with his 
father-in-law, Mr. Gove, in the leather busi- 
ness in Boston, but, later in life, became a 
clerk in the United States Life Saving Ser- 
vice, with headquarters at Washington, D. C. 
They had one child : 

I. George G. Gove'', born 186() ; died 
18()7. 
X. Esther" Converse (Deacon J()n{ilhtii/% Jonathan'*, 
Edward'*, Samuel'^ Sorgt. Samuer-, Deacon Ed- 
ward^), born in Thompson, Fol). I>, 1802 ; died Sept. 
7, 1838; married, Nov. 2, 1823, Erastus Buck, of 
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Killingly, (^onn., l)orn April 28, 1800, died Oct. 

22, 1878. Esther Converse was the youngest child 

of Deacon Jonathan" Converse. 

Children : 

I. Edmund*^ Huck, born Dec. 25, 1825 ; died 
188() ; removed to Cambridge, 111., where he 
l)ecame distinguished in church and temper- 
ance work, and was especially active in the 
Sunday schools. 

II. Costellow D.^ Huck, born March 2, 1827 ; died 
July 17, 1880. 

III. Aaron E.** Huck, born June 4, 1828 ; died 

Juno 5>, 1830. 

IV. George 11/ Buck, born Oct. G, 1829. 

V. Esther A. C.^ Buck, born May 23, 1832 ; died 
March 30, 1848. 
7. Elisiia" Convekse (Deacon Jonathan*^, Jonathan^, 
Edward**, Samuel**, Sergt. Samuer*^, Deacon Edward^), 
Thompson and Woodstock, Conn., and Stoneham, Mass. 
He, the second son of Deacon Jonathan and Esther (Whipple) 
C^onverse, was born in (iloucester, U. I., June 19, 1786, 
and died in Stoneham, Mass., Jan. 26, 1854; married, 
March 20, 1807, Betsey, daughter Deacon James^ and Sarah 
(Shule) Wheaton, of Thompson, Conn. She was born Jan. 
30, 1783, and died at Melrose, Mass., Feb. 20, 1873, in 
the ninety-first year of her age (see "Wheaton Record," 
this book). In his infancy Elisha Converse accompanied 
his parents from Gloucester, R. I., to Thompson, Conn. 
After his marriage for a time was hmdlord over the taverns 
at Brandy Hill, in Thompson, and also one at the extreme 
eastern part of the same town, and was likewise the keeper 
of the turnpike gates at those points. In the business 
depression following the declaration of peace in 1814 and 
1815, and the decline of the manufacturing interests in 
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Thompson and elsewhere, he with his family removed to 
Dover, Mass., thence to the adjoining town of Needham. 
In 1824 he returned to Connecticut and settled in Woodstock, 
just over the Thompson line, and near the residence of 
Deacon James Wheaton, before mentioned. Here they 
remained until 1848, when they removed to Stoneham, 
Mass. At this place they were near most of their children, 
who had previously settled in Boston or its vicinity. Mr. 
Converse and his wife became members of the Baptist Church 
early in life. He was a man slow of speech, of high charac- 
ter, strict integrity, and firm in his principles, and withal 
very kind and tender-hearted, and to the writer's recollection 
young children were very fond of him. He was greatly 
devoted to his family, and his death was much lamented 
by his wife, children, and relatives, and by many others. 
Soon after this event the beloved wife Betsey removed to 
Melrose, where she lived a tranquil life to a green old age. 
She was a devoted Christian woman, much esteemed and 
loved by all who knew her. She was a blessing to her 
children and grandchildren; and as she often said, "Her 
children were a great comfort to her." Her declining years 
were full of health, hope, and pleasure. She was buried 
by the side of her husband in Mount Auburn, Mass, 
Children of Elisha*^ and Betsey (Wheaton) Converse : 
I. James Wheaton'^ Converse, born Jan. 11, 1808. 
II. Maria^ Converse (Elisha^, Deacon Jonathan^', Jona- 
than'', Edward^, SamueP, vSergt. Samuel'-, Deacon 
Edward^), born in Thompson, Nov. 17, 180i) ; 
(lied in Woodstock, (-onn., Sept. 26, 1843, in 
her thirty-third year, and was buried at Mount 
Aul)urn, Mass. ; married, March 28, 1833 (at the 
house of her uncle Jos(*[)h" Converse in Boston), 
]Mr. Aaron Butler, l)orn in Townsend, Mass., July 
4, 1803. They resided on the corner of Broadway 
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and Dorchester Avenue, South Boston, for some 
years. After the death of his wife, in 1843, Mr. 
Butler with his two children removed to St. Louis, 
Mo., thence to Alton, 111., where he settled upon 
a farm ; was also for some sixteen years postmaster 
there; now (188(5) is in the enjoyment of good 
health. 
Children : 

I. Aaron Gilbert*^ Butler, Upper Alton, 111. ; born 
in Boston, Jan. 30, 1834 ; married, Sept. 12, 
18()7, Mrs. rhcube B. Fair, atBethalto, 111., 
born Sept. 3, 1836, in St. Clair County, 
111. Mr. Aaron G. Butler in the summer of 
1880 visited his relatives and many friends in 
Massachusetts, and was in excellent health. 
Children : Charles Aaron^® Butler, born June 
11, 1868; died Nov. 11, 1868. Eve^^ But- 
ler, born Nov. 4, 1869. James E.^® Butler, 
born Sept. 2, 1871 ; died July 16, 1872. 
William^" Butler, born April 9, 1875 ; died 
April 26, 1875. 
II. Emma Maria^ Butler, Upper Alton, 111., and 
Melrose, Mass. ; born in Boston, Oct. 13, 
1841 ; married John D. Hodge, M. D., Oct. 
20, 1867, at Upper Alton, III., born Aug. 
16, 1840, at Bunker Hill, 111. ; is a man of 
character, religious principles, and educa- 
tion. They now (1886) reside at Melrose, 
Mass. Children: Richard^®, born Nov. 1, 
1868 ; died Nov. 1, 1868. Nelson Butleri% 
born Sept. 30, 1869. Frederick Humbert^^ 
born Dec. 10, 1870. John G.^^ born Jan. 
26, 1872 ; died July 3, 1872. Maria 0.^% 
bom March 24, 1873; died Nov. 3, 1877. 
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Jane T.i«, born May 27, 1875. Charles A.^^ 
born Dec. 17, 1876 ; died Nov. 22, 1878. 
Margaret J.^^ born May 16, 1879; Mary 
l.'\ born Oct. 10, 1880. William E.i«, 
born April 14, 1882. 
ni. Sarah® Converse (Elisha^, Deacon Jonathan*^, Jona- 
than^, Edward'*, SamueF, Sergt. Samiier^, Deacon 
Edward^), Thompson, Conn. ; born in Thompson, 
June 22, 1811 ; died in Thompson, June 24, 1850 ; 
manned, Nov. 15, 1835, James Hill, born Dec. 14, 
1795, died Jan. 29, 1875. She was a member of 
the Baptist Church, and was earnest and sincere 
in her religious views. She died in her fortieth 
year, while her children were still quite young. Her 
husband, James® Hill (Ebenezer'', James^, Capt. 
Caleb'*, of Douglas, Mass., Ephraim"*, SamueP, 
John^, JohnS of Plymouth, Mass., prior to 1630), 
was also a member of the Baptist church in Thomp- 
son, and lived to be nearly eighty years old. 
Children : 
I. James^ Hill, Jr., born Nov. 6, 1836 ; died Aug. 

26, 1838. 
II. Rev. James F.^ Hill, Michigan, born in Thomp- 
son, Conn., Aug. 12, 1839; married, Aug. 
9, 1866, Lucy Smith Burge, of South Jack- 
son, Mich. ; united with Second Baptist 
Church, Cambridge, Mass., 185') ; graduated 
Kalamazoo College (Michigan), June, 1863, 
receiving therefrom titles A. B. and later 
A. M. ; <^raduated Thcolo<>ical Seminary, 
Rochester, N. Y., 1866; ordained pastor 
over Baptist chur<*h, Norwalk, Ohio, Sept. 
4, LS66, remaining there some four years. 
lie then settled over the church at Muske- 
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gon, Mich., and remained until 1885, and 
now presides over the church at Big Bapids, 
Mich. His labors have been signally blessed 
and his work prospered ; is called a good 
scholar by his professional brethren. Child : 
Frank Burge^®, born at Norwalk, Ohio, Jan. 
18, 1870. 

in. William G.^ Hill, Maiden, Mass., born in 
Thompson, Conn., Oct. 15, 1840; married 
Kate C, daughter Charles G. and Elizabeth 
Thompson, Richmond, Va., Nov. 20, 1867, 
by Rev. Geo. H. Woodbridge, at Monu- 
mental Church, that city. Most of the time 
since 1853 he has been connected with the 
leather business in Boston. Children : 
Beatrice C.^^ Hill, born at Richmond, Va., 
Sept. 28, 1868 ; died March 1, 1869. Wil- 
liam G.^« Hill, Jr., born July 10, 1871, at 
East Cambridge, Mass. Clarence Edward^® 
Hill, born June 8, 1876, at Maiden, Mass. 

IV. Rowland^ Hill, born Feb. 1, 1843 ; died March 
29, 1844. 

V. Betsey Maria» Hill, born June 20, 1847 ; died 

July 29, 1870. Bereft of a mother at the 
tender age of three years, she was received 
l)y her gnindmother, Mrs. Elisha Converse, 
and by iicr kindly and carefully reared and 
educated, l)ecoming inseparable companions 
through life. She very properly adopted the 
name of Converse, became a member of the 
Baptist Church, and died in her twenty- 
fourth year at her home in Melrose, Mass., 
where her remains were buried. 

VI. Nelson B.^ Hill, bom June 13, 1850; died 

Aug. 22, 1850. 
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IV. Elisha® Converse, Jr., born March 27, 1813 ; died 
Dec. 28, 1813. 

V. Esther*^ Converse, born Nov. 27, 1814; died June 

28, 1830. She was a meml)er of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and an active, earnest worker in 
the cause of the Master. 

VI. Caroline*^ Converse (Elisha^, Deacon Jonathan^, Jona- 

than'*, Edward'*, SamueP, Serj2^. SamueP, Deacon 
Edward^), Mch-ose, Mass.; born in Needham, 
Mass., Oct. 25, 1817; died in Melrose, March 11, 
187(», in her tifty-ninth year, buried at Wyoming 
Cemetery, Melrose ; married, Sept. 7, 1840, Nelson 
W. Bickford, at Woodstock, Conn. She was a 
member of the Baptist church at Melrose, and for 
a long period of time a teacher in its Sunday school. 
She loved the church and its meetings very dearly, 
and was seldom absent from **her place" therein. 
She enjoyed her religion to a large degree, for to 
her it was a reality. She tirmly believed that God 
"answered i)rayer." For many years she was a 
groat suHcror from ill-health, the last few of which 
she passed in darkness, having become blind. Of 
her it can be truly said, she trusted and rested in 
the Lord. 
VII. Emeliiie^ Converse (Elisha", Deacon Jonathan^, Jona- 
than''', Edward^, Sanuu^P, Sergt. Samuel-, Deacon 
Edward^), Maiden, Mass.; born in Needham, 
Mass., Oct. 25, l^il7; married, Nov. 26, 1840, 
Jeremiah L. Williams, at Woodstock, Conn. ; 
resides in Maiden, Mass., and now (1S8(>) is in the 
enjoyment of good health ; member ]ia[)tist Church, 
and re<rularlv attends divine worsliip. Her husband 
was a gentleman ot" unblemished character, a con- 
sistent member of the Baptist Church, and was 
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highly respected by his brethren of the church, his 
fellow-citizens, Jind relatives. During the later 
years of life his health was poor. lie i)assed away 
Nov. 20, 1872, in the tifty-fourth year of his age. 
Ilis remains were deposited in Wyoming Cemetery 
at Melrose. 
Children : 

I. Andrew-' Williams, lH)rn Oct. 19, 1847; died 
May 25, lSi)li. 

II. John N.-' Williams, Maiden, Mass. ; born in 

Woodstock, Conn., March 31, 1849; mar- 
ried, Dec. 22, 1870, Caroline J., daughter of 
Joseph and Pha^l)e C. Bickford, of Thomp- 
son, Conn. ; resides in Maiden, Mass., where 
he is a respected citizen, and is and has been 
for many years connected with the Boston 
liubber Shoe Company. Children : Lena*", 
born Oct. (>, 1871. Elisha S.^\ born June 
18, 1873. Frank B.*", born Aug. 28, 1876. 
John X.»", Jr., born Aug. 10, 1880; died 
Sei)t. 10, 1880. Florence Alice*", Iwrn 
Sept. 18, 1884. 

III. Almira" Williams, born April 23, 1851 ; died 

Sept. 2, 1852. 

IV. Judson^ Williams, born April 14, 1853, in 

Ashland, Mass. For many years has been 
connected with the lion. K. S. Converse in 
his extensive rubber boot and shoe business 
in Boston. lie occupies a prominent posi- 
tion in the management of the said business, 
with credit to himself and advantage to the 
business. 
VIII. Elisha Slade"* Converse, l)orn July 28, 1820. 

8. Deacon James W.** Conveuse (Elisha^, Deacon Jona- 

n 
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than^, Jonathan^, Edward^, SaniucF, Sainuer-^, Deacon Ed- 
ward^), Boston; born in Thonn)son, Conn., Jan. 11, 1808 ; 
married, in Boston, Sept. 5, 1833, Emeline^'*, daughter 
of Nathan^^ and Nabby (Shepard) Coolidge, of Boston, 
l)orn Sept. 5, 1810. (Sec "Coolidge Itecord" in this book.) 
When he was six years old his parents removed from 
Thompson to Woodstock, Conn., and two years later to 
Dover, Mass., and thence to Needham. In 1821, while 
yet but a mere lad of thirteen years, he left his home and 
went to Boston, a poor ])oy, and then and there began an 
eventful, useful, and a very successful life, a career which 
affords as good a guide for the coming generations to follow 
as they will be likely to tind. He obtained employment with 
his uncles, Joseph and Benjamin Converse. In 1828 his 
uncles assisted him to commence ])usiness in the Boylston 
Market. On Jan. 1, 1832, he formed a copartnership with 
William Ilardwick, under name and style of Ilardwick & 
Converse, for the purpose of carrying on the boot, shoe, and 
leather business, at the corner of Milk and Broad Streets, 
Boston. One year later, namely, Jan. 1, 1833, he joined 
Mr. Isaac Field, under firm name of Field & Converse, at 
store nuini)ered 43 and 45 Broad Street, Boston, to conduct 
a hide and leather business. In 183>^, Mr. Isaac Field retired 
from this firm, and his brother, John Field, took his place. 
Thus was organized the house of Field & Converse, which 
in later years became one of the leading concerns in this line 
of trade, becoming noted in this and foreign lands as one of 
the most reliable and honorable. This tirm enjoyed good 
credit during all the panics which occurred throughout the 
long period of thirty-seven years. On Jan. 1, 1870, he 
retired from this tirm and from the business also. Since that 
time he has been very imsy looking after his milroad, bank- 
ing, real-estate, and other interests ; and, although he has 
been active in business for fifty-eigiit years, is still strong, 
cheerful, and vigorous. 
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On Mtiy 10, 183(), the old Mechanics Bank, of Boston, 
was orjranized, and Mr. Converse was then eU^cted one of its 
directors, and has continued in that position to the i)resent 
(hiy. At the same time, Mr. Alvan Simonds was appointed 
cashier of the hank, and therefore for fifty yeai*s they con- 
tinued together successfully in the hanking husiness. In 
1847, Mr. (\)nverse was elected president of the hank, and 
has contimied in the same office of president to the present 
time. In Oct()])er, 1821, Mr. Converse joined the Charles 
Street Baptist Church, Dr. Daniel Sharpe being pastor. He 
was one of the original mem])ers of the Federal Street Bap- 
tist Church, Boston, which was organized in 1827. In May, 
1833, Miss Emeline Coolidge, afterwards his wife, united 
with this church. 

In 1845, Mr. Converse removed his place of residence to 
Jamaica Plain, Mass., and his church membership also, and 
yet no one church could claim him solely, for he was rather 
a member of the d(?nomin{\ti()n at large. The Tremont Tem- 
ple enterprise owes much of its success to his untiring 
eflbrts ; many feeble churches in the West, now become 
strong, remember him with gratitude ; and many a poor mis- 
sionary in various parts of the world, and ministers nearer at 
home, have blessed his name. For some years Deacon Con- 
verse was a member of the Tremont Temple Baptist Church, 
later uniting with the Shawmut Avenue Baptist Church, 
which is now known as the First Baptist Church of Boston, 
and which is his present church home. 

For nearly tifty years Mr. Converse has served in various 
churches as deacon, being tirst elected July 5, 1837, by the 
Fedenil Street Church, under the ministry of Rev. George 
B. Ide ; was dismissed from there in December, 1845, to the 
church at Jamtiica Plain. Dr. Hague had then been his 
pastor for about five years ; twice after this he served Dr. 
Hague in a similar capacity in other churches. 
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On June 27, 1833, as appears by deed, Deacon Convei-se 
bought a dwelling-house on McLean Court, Boston. Oct. 8, 
1834, he ])ought house and land on Pearl Street, between High 
and Purchase, where he lived for about ten years. In 1845 
he removed to Jamaica Plain, and in 1849 erected an elegant 
house there, which was surrounded by beautiful grounds. 
In 1865 he returned to Boston and lived on West New^ton 
Street for about twenty years, in 1885 erecting his present 
palatial abode on Beacon Street, wdiere he now dwells. 

The following article, written by Rev. Hcman Lincoln, 
1). D., appeared in the Examiner^ Sept. 13, 1883: — 

'* One of our modest and retiring laymen, the number and amount 
of whose benefactions will never be known till the Last judgment. 
Deacon James AV. Converse, celebrated his golden wedding on the 
oth instant. His summer home at Swampscott was crowded for sev- 
eral hours by scores of friends, who gathered fnmi all quarters to 
give him cordial greetings; and it was a matter of surprise to all that 
a couple, who seem yet in the prime of lifc^ and good for another 
fjuarter-century, could have passed lifty years in wedlock. Among 
the earliest recollections of Hillside's childhood are the slender form 
and earnest face of Deacon Converse, then an honored leader in the 
young Fed(Tal Street Church; and for more than a half-century since 
he has been an untiring worker in various churches, and was never 
more active in personal labors and liberal in charities than to-day. 
Tlu; example of such leaders has been a perpetual inspiration to our 
younger members.''- 

While we claim Deacon Converse here in the East, yet he 
is \\{}\\ know^n in the West, especially in Michigan, in the 
citv of Grand Rapids and that reirion, wiiere ho has for many 
years held a large pr()i)erty. A clergyman of that State 
writes to us that "It would be a grand thing if the life of 
Deacon Converse could be written ; that it would take some 
months of solid work to i)repare the Western portion of his 
life alone: that he is worthy of it," etc., etc. We admit all 
of this, but it is beyond tlu^ scope of this hook, and would 
require a separate volume. 
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We can only add the following, which is from Rev. 
William Howe, D. D., who for the past half-century has 
been too well and favorably known in Boston and the East 
to require any introduction from the editor : — 

William G. Hill, Esq.: 

Dear Sir, — I loam with pleasure that you are preparing a record 
of th(» ('on verse family for.rehitives and friends. You say that many 
of the most intimate anpiaintances of Mr. J. W. C'ouverse have 
ah-eady passed away, and that you wish to gather some recollections 
of liim from those now living. You address me as one of the number 
whose ac<]uaintanee has been of long duration, and desire a contribu- 
tion from me. I wish memory's record was mon* complete, and I had 
the ability to use it as my heart prompt.**. Even the brief deUiils of 
an ac(|uaintance of more than fifty years, — a friendship unbroken, — 
of Christian intercourse and service, private and public, would tran- 
scend the limits of a private record; yet I am unwilling to withhold 
my humble, grateful tribute from the ciusket into which you seek to 
gather jewels of precious memor}'. 

Tiife, i)ublic and private, has its lights and shadows, but in none is 
the order of harmonious ))lending so conspicuous and i»erfect as when 
there is a recognition of the Divine Law (iiver, and submission to his 
will and guidance. This, in the humble walks of life, often gives 
worth and nobility to character not otherwise seen. The beginning 
of a young man's life is generally the forecast of his future. He may 
be so guided by wisdom from above as not only to make sure his own 
success, but to so skilfully touch the 8i)rings of life in others as to in- 
spire noble aims and purposes of well-doing. My brief record would 
be shorn of the little interest it may have were not this principle kept 
in view. 

My acMpiaintance with Mr. J. W. Converse began when a student at 
Newton Theological Seminary in lH.-i:i. At this time he, with others, 
was deeply interested in a mission Sunday school in Broad Street, 
Boston, establishe<l for the benefit of the Irish Catholics, from whom 
tli(^ Bible and its instructions were withheld. The enterprise was a 
success, and large numbers became deeply interested in the study of 
the Scriptures, which to them was a new book. This work, to the 
faint-hearted, would have been discouraging, ]»ut such had not en- 
gaged in it. Being anxious for more aggressive work, he invited me 
to take charge of it. I mention this to remind him of what, perhaps, 
he is not conscious, that it led to my subsequent (-hristian ministry in 
Boston. 

Having accepted his invitation, his home (then in Pearl Street), 
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through his kind hospitality, became my home from Saturday evening 
until Monday morningof each week during my three years at Newton. 
It is worthy of note that this homo, where God was daily acknowledged 
and worshipped, and his aid and direction sought, became the inspi- 
ration of his life. lie was fond of home; in its quiet and retirement 
he found rest and enjoyment truly satisfying, and hence was exempt 
from the temptations and allurements of sin in circles where others 
have f.allen and lost all moral worth. Hero he gained moral courage 
and strength to meet the contiicts of daily life which every man of 
business must encounter. A Christian home, with its hallowed influ- 
ence, is the grand regulator of jill within its sacred enclosure. I saw, 
in the early beginning of his family life, elements of character which 
have since developed, and given lustre to Christian manhood. To one 
who sows by all waters, whose heart prompts him to do good as he 
has opportunity, the results, immediate and remote, are not known to 
himself or to others; a long life of well-doing may well suggest the 
inquiry, " What shall the harvest be? '' 

While active in sustaining his church and other Christian organiza- 
tions, he has not overlooked the ways of righteousness in which faith 
only leads. The mission school referred to, in which were gathered 
those for whom no man cared, the most unpromising to human view, 
yet having imperative claims upon every Christian, enlisted his deepest 
sympathy. lie not only gave his own service, but engaged that of 
others in its behalf. He invited a ditlident young man, who had just 
united with the church, to take a class in the school; he reluctantly 
accepted, greatly doubting his qualification for the work. In this 
humble work his inicrest deepened, and here was awakened a mis- 
sionary spirit, and the in([uiry, '' Lord, what wilt thou have nie do? '■ 
Mr. Converse saw in the young man what others did not see, and 
encouraged him to enter upon a course of study, that he might be 
fitted for greater usefulness, with the assurance of all needed aid. 
Lest he had erred in judgment, Mr. Converse made inquiry of the 
young man's teacher, Dr. Bailey, then principal of Worcester Acad- 
emy, who tesiified that he was one of the brightest of scholars, espe- 
cially in the languages. His studies completed, in college and 
theological seminary, the mission spirit, awakened in the mission 
school, became the ruling and guiding s])irit which bore him to the 
field of labor that (Jod had opened for him among the ])enigbte(l 
heathen. Thus our brother invited, ])ut God called, Lyman Jewett 
to a great work whose success is well known, — (he results of which 
eternity alone can reveal. How wonderfully (Jod employs human 
agiMicies to ac(roni])li«^h his ])urposes of love and nicrcv to fallen 
huuianityl How gralifyinLr to this servant of (Jod, after the lapse of 
years, to welcome to his home the honored and successful laborer in 
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foreign fields, whom he first invited to enter upon his Lord's service, 
and with him to review the results which were unforeseen to both! 

I recall another fact: a poor widow, with "hvo sons, was dropped, 
as emigrants were in that day, among the squalid abodes of poverty 
and wretchedness. Mr. Converse found them iu great destitution and 
suffering, administered to their relief, and invited the boys to his 
Sundav-school class, to be fed with the bread of lift*, of which thev 
had never yet tasted. Becoming strongly attached to their teacher, 
they remained in the school a long time, deeply interested iu the simple 
teaching of God's word. The* school continued its goo<l work, but not 
without violent opposition, for the bishop an<l priests sc»nt spies to ascer- 
tain what was l)eing done. Very soon these boys, with others, were 
threatened with the usual i)unishments, and finally summoned to the 
cathedral on Franklin Street, and rattanned because thi\v persisted in 
attending a Protestant Sunday school. They |)atiently endured this 
persecution for a time, but finally were compt'lled to leave the school. 
Some time passed, when on(^ day, in my place of worship, two well- 
dressed voung men stood b(?fore me, whom 1 did not at first reco*rnize. 
They asked, *" Do you remember the two boys in Mr. ('onverse's class, 
who wi»re rattanne<l and compelled to leave him? We have been * rat- 
tanned ' out of the lioman C'atholic Church, and mother, too, has left 
it.'' So, through the apj)lication of the gospel by that faithful teacher, 
this family wjis rescued from poverty and wretchedness, and raised 
to circumstances of c(mifort and respectability, and became attendants 
of an evangelical church. I simply refer to these incidents, among 
r/KOjJ/, to show the kind of work in which Mr. Converse engaged, and 
his wisdom in heeding the injunction, *' In the morning sow tliy seed, 
and in the evening withhold not thine hand; for thou knowest not 
whether shall prosper, either this or that, or whether they both shall 
be alike good." 

The work here begun was but the introduction to more extended 
missionary opc^rations among the destitute throughout the city. Mr. 
(•onverse, with others, saw what needed to be done, and what could 
be done, by proper Christian elTort. lie was among the first to sug- 
gest measures for the grandest city mission work in which the Baptist 
churches of Boston have ever engaged. 

A brief statement will sufiice to remind him of the work, and how 
it was elTectcd. I had labored with him on the Sabbath, jvs desired, 
during my three years at Xewton. About the time of my graduation, 
a prominent deacon of Park Street Church, knowing what I had been 
doing whib' pursuing my studies, sent me a note, asking me to con- 
tinu<' my work in Boston, generously proffering my support. This 
note was .shown to Mr. Converse. In a short time I received a request 
from him to engage in mission work in the city, assuring me that he 
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had secured my salary. When asked for instruction as to the work 
expected, he replied, "The city, with all its destitution, Is before 
you; we trust you to lay out the work, and do it according to your 
best judgment." I accepted the service for one year, thinking the 
practical experience would better fit me for the pastorate to which I 
looked forward, never dreaming that pastorate would be the outcome 
of this preliminary work. The enterprise, vigorously prosecuted, 
soon culminated in the establishment of eight mission schools encom- 
passing the city, sustained with Christian zeal, by the voluntary, i)er- 
sonat efforts of members of the churches. 

One of the above-named schools increased so rapidly that preaching 
services were demanded, resulting in the formation of the Union 
(now Union Temple) Church, and the erection of a large and com- 
modious house of worship on Merrimac Street. Thus, by God's direc- 
tion and blessing, I was led to the pastorate of a vigorous church, not 
only self-sustaining, but contributing largely to missions and other 
benevolent objects. In this enlarged work, Mr. Converse was deeply 
interested, and contributed generously to its support while aid was 
needed. 

1 withhold no meed of praise from others, but do simple justice to 
the modest, unassuming man, who, from the beginning to the close of 
my ministry in Boston, stood by me with advice, encouragement, and 
substantial support. I feel to say that this brother invited me to a 
field of labor where results have been witnessed which neither he 
nor 1 dreamed of; more, 1 feel that God moved his generous heart to 
aid in doing what lie crowned with abundant success. AVe both 
would ascribe all to that unseen Hand which leads those willing to be 
guided. 

The reflex influence of this work upon the spirituality and activity 
of those called into the service was acknowledged by the pastors of 
that (Lay; and while most of them have passed away, yet many, im- 
bued with the spirit of that work, remain among the most benevolent^ 
active Christian workers in the churches of the present time. An- 
other result, springing directly or indirectly from this mission work, 
was the organization of three other liaptist churches and the erection 
of as many church edifices. 

The Christian character, early formed and sup])lenionto(l by correct 
business principles and enterprise, has led to a pr()si)er()us life and 
ultimate? aflluiince. Ho has been content to j>atiently work his way 
to the goal. AV^itliout aspirations for civil, political, or religious dis- 
tinction, he has frecpK^ntly heen called to oceu[)y ])()silions of honor, 
trust, and irreat resi)onsil)ilitv, whicli he has ever filled to the satis- 
faction of his friends and ixreat credit t<» himself. His influence, like 
the silent, unseen forces of nature, has heen wide-spread, henelicent. 
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and rich in results; like an unseen hand, lifting the weak and faint- 
ing and helping the perplexed in business crises over the dark chasm 
which seemed ready to engulf them. United with this private sym- 
pathy and aid are his charities known only to himself and his Lord, 
and his public gifts, widely known and appreciated. lie has been 
connected with several churches, and all have largely shared in his 
generous aid and support. Several church edifices have arisen 
wholly or in part by his munificence. 

A worthy object of Christian benevolence, at home or abroad, 
never fails to claim his attention and enlist his sympathy and aid, in 
larger or smaller sums. It is worthy of honorable mention that he 
never treats an applicant for aid coldly or rudely, but with Christian 
courtesy, wh(»n undecided as to the merits of the case, often saying, 
" I have nothing at present for the object, but may have; call again." 
In all this appears the guiding principle of a faithful steward, saying, 
** Lord, what wilt thou have me do ? " His love for his home, his 
church, the Sabbath, and the Lord's service has strengthened with 
the passing years. He hfis been " diligent in business, fer^'ent in 
spirit, serving the Lord" cheerfully, as he found opportimity. A 
fixed i)urpose in life and steady adherence to it have raised him above 
his most sanguine expectations. 

While living in the city, subject to ordinary excitement, there have 
been seasons of great political, moral, and religious agitations. Amid 
all these, whatever have been the claims of justice and righteousness, 
he has mjiintained with decision and firmness. Although not versed 
in the theological theories and speculations of the schools, however 
phiusible to mislead the unwary, — with an eye upon the clear, bright 
page of revelation, and an ear quick to hear its voice, " This is the 
way, walk ye in it," — he has remained steadfast in the truth, no 
"new theology" having power to charm him. Such reliable men 
give peace and stibility to our churches, promote true moral reform, 
and constitute the safeguards of city or country. 

During nearly threescore years of commercial life, with all its 
pressing cares, perplexing responsibilities, and unforeseen disa.ster8, 1 
have not heard even a whisper of suspicion Jigainst his honor or 
integrity. In a life so long and useful, it is obvious that the service 
of (iod gives keen enjoyment and value to living. 

1 rejoice with the family that his life is prolonged, and that they 
have an example within their circle so worthy of imitation. I deem 
the secret of his prosperous life to be his obedience to the command, 
**Se(^k first the kiuijdom of God and His riyrhteousness." 

I am fully conscious, my dear sir, that I have not met your expec- 
tations in what you desire for the family record; but these brief, 
imperfect statements and hints may serve to recall to our worthy 
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brother some of the past, which, I am sure, will be reviewed by hira 

wilh interest and pleasure in his declining; years. This testimony 

may also serve to awaken thoughts which may be profitable to those 

who come after him, and desire to attain life's great end. 

1 gladly submit what I have written in recognition of a friendship 

of long duration, without a ripple to disturb its smooth and placid 

current. It is a great thing for a man to go through a long life with 

an unblemii*hed character, and, I may say, impossible, without the 

gnice of God, to whom Mr. Converse has ever looked for support and 

guidance. May his last days be of jus calm peace as is found resting 

in Christ, and as full of good works as the love of Christ shall 

l)rompt. 

Very respectfully vours, 

WM. HOWE. 

Children : 
I. James W.*' Converse, Jr., born Jan. 9, 1844. 

II. Costello (\)()lid<re-' Converse, horn Sept. 22, 1S48. 
III. Emma Maria-' Converse, born March 28, 1851. 

James W.-' Converse, Jr. (above), Boston and Gmnd 
Rapids, Mich.; horn in Boston, Jan. 9, 1S44 ; died May 
1, IHK), at (rrand Uapids, Mich. ; married June 20, 1871, 
Harriet Crick may. lie attended the public schools of 
Jamaica IMain (hiring his youth, and comjdeted his educa- 
tion at the Chauncy Iltill School, in Boston. In 1858 was 
achuitted by baptism to th(» Bai)tist church at Jamaica 
Plain, lie was a close student and a good scholar, and 
being full to overHowing with physical strength and life, 
entered with great zcvst and enjoyment upon the sports which 
diverted most vouths of his (biv. 

When the War of the lie!)el]ion broke out in ISHI, he 
was amonir the firs! to voluntccM'. His colonel, Lucius B. 
Marsh, who wns connuandcr of the dc^tences of New Orleans 
(lurinLT th(^ sicirc of Port Hudson, writes of Mr. Converse as 
follows : — 

.billies W. Converse, Jr., ;it the iv^r of seventeen, enlisted Oct. :2. 
isr.l. in Company 11, 'rwenly-fonrtli Kcixiinenl, Massaelniselts In- 
fantrv.and wa*^ appnintccl scrLT^'ant. and srrv<Ml witli irreat credit. lie 
particnlarlv di<tini;ui>hed hiinseit' at thr l)altl(' of Xe\v]»ern, bir< 
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fearless g«ize and steady step keeping his men well in hand as they 
swept forward to the charge, which wsis met by determined resistance 
under the cover of their defences; but [were] overcome and routed 
by the gallant Twenty-fourth. 

The conduct of young Converse was noted by his oflicers, and as 
a token of their approbation he was sent home in the autumn of 
1802, for promotion, lie was introduced to me by his fath(?r. (At 
this time, Col. Marsh was at home recruiting the Forty-seventh Regi- 
ment, over which he later became colonel.) The regiment was then 
nearly full, — ten companies constituted a regiment; this company, 
then being enlisted, was my thirteenth comi)any. The last three, 
before this, went to fill up other regiments. In this company young 
(converse, then eighteen years old, enlisted, Oct. 30, 1802. He was 
elected second lieutenant, Company K, Forty-seventh Regiment 
Infantry, Massachusetts Volunteers, Nov. 30, 1802. The regiment 
left Mjissa<*husetts for New York, Dec. 22, leaving the latter place 
for the Department of the (iulf in the steamer " Mississippi," 

The reginuiut served their time in New Orleans and its vicinity 
The colonel soon became commander of independent positions in the 
defences, and in Man^h, 18r»;i,he was in full command; and during the 
siege of Port Hudson, from May until late in July, he conmianded 
the upper defences of the city, which extended over a distance of 
nearly thirty miles, to be scouted and guarded. As the lieutenant- 
colonel and major were on special service, the cohmel selected young 
Converse as his active man, and in command of Texius cavalry, on 
several oc(;asions of extreme necessity (for we ourselves were then 
under siege) penetrated some ten or twelve miles beyond our lines, in 
and through a partially constructed road through the swamps. lie 
rendered valuable service, much greater than he was aware of him- 
self. I have not the time to give you an account in detail of his 
services. 1 will only say, that the commander was successful in hold- 
ing in check, and keeping New Odeans from being tiiken, by a force 
now known to have been over thirteen thousand; and we only had 
twenty-three hundred men to meet them, had they made the attack- 
Gen. Mngruder soon after telegraphed to Richmond, that "we had 
lied him out of New. Orleans.'''' Young Converse was, as his photo- 
graph shows, small in stature, but closely put together; a fearlciss eye 
and a calm, quiet, but determined countenan(;e. He never indicjited 
fear, but was always ready for dangerous work. With such men as 
young Converse the commander held the defences of New Orleans in 
the hour of its great peril. 

(Signed) LUCIUS R. MARSH, 
Colonel and (Jomniinder of the Defences of New Orleans 

during the Siege of Port Hudson, 
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Upon the expimtion of the term of service of the fore- 
going mentioned regiment, Lieut. Converse returned to 
Boston, and helped to recruit another regiment, using por- 
tions of the Trcmont Temple building for the purpose. 
He was elected captain of one of the companies ; but 
before the regiment started, the war closed, and all were 
relieved. 

After these stirring events, Lieut. Converse made an ex- 
tended tour of Europe and portions of Asia, including the 
Holy Land. After his return home, he remained for several 
years in Boston, and was employed in the leather business 
by Messrs. Field, Converse & Co. Later on he married, 
and settled in the city of Grand Rapids, Mich., and there 
successfully carried forward some of his father's extensive 
business enterprises. He was a young man of good busi- 
ness ability, was highly regarded by his business associates, 
and by the pe()})le with whom he became acquainted. The 
house ill which he dwelt was one of the most beautiful in the 
city. Here his children were born, and many happy months 
were passed ; and here he died after a very brief illness, May 
1, 1M7(). lie was much beloved by his comrades and asso- 
ciates, and i)y them, as well as i)y a host of friends and rela- 
tives, his untimely death is mourned to this day. His 
remains lie buried in Mount Auburn, Mass. 

Peace to his ashes. 

Children : 
I. Emma Frances''\ born Aug. 12, 1872. 

ir. Eva \Vlieatoii''\ l)orn Sci)t. 4, 1874. 

Both of whom reside with their niotliei* in Massachu- 
setts. 

\K CosTKLLO C.-' CoNVKUSK ( Dciicon Juuies W."", Elisha", 
Deacon Jonathan*', rJonathair', Knsio:n Edward', SamueP, 
Soriz:t. Sainu(4'^\ Deacon Kdward'), lioston and Maiden ; born 
at Jamaica Plain, Sei)t. 22, 1848 ; married, at Maiden, Jan. 
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4, 1882, Mary Ida, daughter Hon. Elisha S.' and Mary D. 
(Edmands) Converse, of Maiden, with whom they reside. 
Mr. Converse received a liberal education, and is already dis- 
tinguished for business and financial abilities, and is asso- 
ciated with his father and other gentlemen in enterprises of 
far-reaching importance. He has held, and still holds, many 
positions of trust in large coiporations, as trustee, director, 
and treasurer, including that of director of one of our largest 
Boston banks. 

Children : 

I. Costello Idel^ born April 3, 1883; died April 5, 
1883. 

Emma M.'-* Converse (Deacon James W.**, Jilisha^, Deacon 
Jonathan^*, Jonathan^, Ensign Edward**, SamueP, Sergt. Sam- 
uel'^, Deacon P^dward^), born at Jamaica Plain, March 28, 
1851; married, Oct. 31, 1877, Isaac W. Chick, Esq., of 
Boston, the wedding taking place at the residence of the 
bride's parents in Boston, with whom tliey reside. Mr. 
Chick is a member of the house of John II. Pray, Sons & 
Co., is well known to the carpet trade in this country and 
in Europe, and enjoys an enviable repuUition therein. He 
was born in Peterboro, N. II., June 25, 1851. 

Children : 

I. Emma Louise^" Chick, born Feb. 26, 1881; died 
Sept. 27, 1881. 

II. MabeP^ Chick, born Dec. 7, 1882. 

III. William C.^" Chick, born March 2, 1884. 

8. Hox. Elisiia Slade*^ Converse ( Elisha', Deacon Jona- 
than'', Jonathan*'^, Ensign P^dward**, SamueF, Sergt. Sanmel'"^, 
Deacon Edward^), Maiden, Mass., born July 28, 1820, at 
Needham, Mass. ; married, Sept. 4, 1843, Mary D. Edmands, 
at Thompson, born March 3, 1825, daughter Hosea and 
Ursula (Burgess) Edmands, of Thompson, Conn. (See 
Edmands liccord, this book.) Elisha Slade Converse, the 
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youngest child of Elisha unci Betsey (VVhcaton) Converse 
(see Wlu^aton liecord, this hook), was born in Needhaui, 
Mass. ; suhse(iiiently removed with his parents to Woodstock, 
Conn., in 1824, where he remained until he was twelve 
years of age, when his . parents removed to the village of 
Mechanicsville in Thompson, Conn., where he worked in a 
cotton factory for one year, less three months, during which 
he attended school. During this year (1832) he united 
with the First Baptist Church of Thompson, located at 
Brandy Hill. 

In April, 1833, when nearly thirteen years of age, he 
removed to Boston, where he lived with his brother. Deacon 
James W. Converse, for a short time, and attended the 
McLean School. During this period he was admitted as 
a meml)er to the Federal Street Baptist Church, by letter 
from the Brandy Hill Baptist Church, of Thompson, Conn. 
He subsequently went to live w-ith his sister, Mrs. Maria 
((/on verse) Butler, then living on the corner of Broadway 
and Dorchester Avenue, South Boston, being employed by 
her husband, Mr. Aaron Butler, who was carrying on a 
general si ore business in dry goods, and boots and shoes, 
att(MKling school at the same time. He remained with Mr. 
Butler until the departure of the latter for Troy, N. Y., 
1831), wMien he returned to his parents in AVoodstock, Conn., 
where he attended school, and worked on a farm until he 
was seventeen. At this age he went to Thompson, where 
he engaged for two years with Albert G. Whipple to learn 
the clothiers trade. Before serving his full time, he became 
a partner with Mr. \Vhii)i)le, in the same business, where 
he remained until he was twentv-two vears of age, when 
Mr. (\)nv(»rse l)()ught him out, and continued the business 
on his own account. 

Sept. 4, 1<S4»), he was united in marriage with Mary 
Diana Edmands ; and September, 1(S44, removed with his 
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wife to Boston, Mass., and engaged in the wholesale shoe 
and leather business with Benjamin Poland, under the firm 
name and style of Poland & Converse, 3H North Market 
Street, and lived with his brother. Deacon James W. 
(\)nverse, on Pearl Street, afterwards removing with him 
to Jamaica Plain. 

In 1847 he removed his place of residence to Stoneham, 
Mass., at a point then known as the *'Rcd Mills" (near 
Melrose), where Poland & Converse had a branch business 
of grinding and pre{)aring drugs, spices, dye-stuffs, etc. 
In 1849, Poland & Converse dissolved partnership. Mr. 
Converse then formed a copartnership with John Robson, 
under the firm name and style of Converse & Robson, con- 
tinuing the same business at the mill, with their office at 34 
North Market Street, Boston. 

In 1850 he removed his place of residence to Linden 
Court, Maiden, Mass. The following year the Maiden Bank 
was organized, when he became one of its directors. In 
185G, he was elected president of this bank, to which 
office he has annually been re-elected to the present time 

(188(5). 

During the year 1853, he dissolved partnership with Mr. 
Robson, and was elected treasurer of the Boston Rubber 
Shoe Company, with his office at 40 Centnil Street, Boston, 
and factory at Maiden ; and with this corporation, as its 
treasurer and general manager, he has been most actively 
and successfully engaged ever since. 

He became a member of the Baptist church in Maiden, 
in 1847 ; was chosen deacon in January, 1854, and re- 
signed March 17, 1805. In 1859 he commenced building 
his present residence on Main Street, and removed thereto 
in 18r>0. 

Four children have been l)orn to them, two l)oys and two 
girls, as follows : — 
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I. Frank Eugene'*^, horn Oct. 1, 1846; aied Dec. 15, 

18G3. 
II. Mary Ida^, born Jan. 7, 1853; married, Jan. 4, 
1882, Mr. Costcllo C.'^ Converse, of Boston. The 
marriage and wedding reception took place at 
the residence of her parents, and was of gi'eat 
brilliancy ; many hundreds of friends coming from 
from near and far to do ber honor on this happy 
occasion. 

III. Harry Elisha^, born May 7, 1863. After receiving 

a liberal education, accepted an important position 
in his father's business, where he is a valuable 
assistant, developing talents and ability of much 
promise. Like his forefathers (and he is a worthy 
descendant of those ancient and honorable lines), 
he has a taste for military affairs, and is on the 
staff of Gen. Peach, of the Second Brigade, Massa- 
chusetts Militia, and when on duty in the field 
rides his horse with dignity and grace. 

IV. Frances Kugenia*', born May 19, 1865. 

During the year 1863, Mr. and Mrs. Converse met with a 
great affliction l)y the sad death of their eldest son, Frank 
Eugene, lie was, at the time, assistant cashier of the 
Maiden Bank, and was murdered at noonday, by E. W. 
Green, postmaster of Maiden, Green's motive being rob- 
bery of the bank. 

In 187H and 1871), Mr. C.\)nverse represented Maiden and 
Everett in the lower brancth of the Legislature ; and in 1880 
and IH^^l he was elected as their representative in the Senate. 
In 1S(S2, when Maiden had been ineori)orated as a city, Mr. 
Converse was elected, by an almost unanimous vote, as the 
first niavor, in which otlice he served for one vear. 

Mr. and Mrs. Converse had, for a period of years, contem- 
plated the construction of a nieniurial of some description. 
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to perpetuate the memory of their son Frank Eugene, and 
Dec. 28, 1883, contracts were effected for the erection of a 
building to be devoted to uses of a Free Public Library, 
and works of art. 

This building was commenced the following April, com- 
pleted in September, 1'885, and dedicated Oct. 1, same year, 

as the 

Converse Memorial Building. 
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[A clipping from the Maiden ''City Press'' of Dec. 10, 1881.] 
MAYOR HON. ELISHA S. CONVERSE. 

We congratulate ourselves on tlie fact that the Maiden City 
Press was the first to bring forward the claims of our wortliy sen- 
ator for the suffrages of tlie citizens of Maiden, and to suggest 
the propriety of nominating him, by acclamation, to the highest 
honors in tlieir power to bestow. Having given the liistory of that 
honoralJe gentleman's connection with the city, and the numerous 
responsible positions he lias filled, in previous issues of our journal, 
it is unnecessary for us to do more at this time than to give the 
following brief summary of his antecedents, and his claims on our 
homage. All honor, then, to the new city and its first mayor. 
The mayor is honored by the unanimous choice of his fellow-citi- 
zens, and the city is lionored by his acceptance of the office, with 
its responsibilities. Wliat he is and what he has been to Maiden 
are known and felt by every member of the community, from the 
public sch<H>l scholar to the '* oldest inhabitant." He has served 
the city well as member of numberless committees, as originator, 
president, treasurer, or officer in the leading religious, social, and 
benevolent associaticms of Maiden, and as president or director 
of the principal commercial and financial underhikings in Maiden 
and Boston. With whatever project he is associated, he is felt as 
a ixnrer,^ and his influence is always on the side of progress and 
prosperity. His past career as a legislator and his present brill- 
iant record as the senator for the district shed additional lustre, 
and afford still brighter promise for the satisfactory execution of 
the important duties devolving on his high office as first magistrate 
of the city of Maiden. One thing is certain, that, when his year 
of office has expired, he will bequeath to his successor a glorious 
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•and unsullied record, which shall substantially elevate the office 
itself in the estimation of Ihe community, and give the new city 
an enviable reputation in the State and Union. 



lExtractfrom the •' Boot and Shoe Becorder.'*] 

THE BOSTON RUBBER SHOE COMPANY. 
Rise and Pkogrkss of a Great Industry. — A Few Points 

CONCERNING THE LARGEST RuBBER BoOT AND SlIOE MANU- 
FACTURING Establishment in tub World. 

In looking at the character and extent of the rubber boot and 
shoe trade at present, it hardly seems possible that this great in- 
dustry is of such comparatively recent origin. But little more 
thau forty years ago the rubber overshoe was regarded as some- 
thing of a curiosity. Samples of the rubber gum had been shown, 
and some ungainly looking attempts were made at forming it into 
shoes, but no one supposed that this material, which became sticky 
and pasty in warm weather and brittle in cold, would ever come to 
])e an article of prime necessity throughout the civilized world. 
The history of the labors and trials of Charles Goodyear in his 
cmleiivor to fmd something that would combine with the rubber 
gum to overcome this dillicnlty, and of his final discovery of tlie 
vulcanizing process in iH.'Ji), is too well known to need repetition at 
this time. This discovery created a new industry, wliich we find 
in all the manifold uses to which rub]>er has been put. 

The possi])ilities of the new compound were quickly recognized 
in the boot and shoe business, and New P^ngland capitalists were 
among the first to engage in the manufacture of the rubber boots 
and shoes. In lHr>;5 the Boston Rubber Shoe Company was organ- 
ized, and in the wonderful development of this industry since that 
time this conii)any has always maintained its leading position. 

Starting with ample capittil in the first place, and having all the 
advantages of experience, the company have been quick to adopt 
any inq)rovcinent that skill could suggest in the mechanical ap- 
pliances and methods of working. 

In 1875, the factorv at .Maiden was destroyed bv fire. The fol- 
lowinjx vear, however, the factory was relniilt larger and better 
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tlian before. The four-story buildings are arranged in quadrangu- 
lar form, giving good light in all tlie depai*tnients. 

At the northerly end of the main buildings are the engine and 
boiler buildings, containing three Corliss engines of six hundred, 
four hundred, and three hundred horse-power respectively, and 
twenty-one large boilers consuming thirty tons of coal daily. The 
whole establishment is fitted up with the best appliances known for 
the rapid and economical prosecution of the work in every depart- 
ment. At this factory fifteen hundred operatives are employed, 
many of whom are expert mechanics, earning high wages, and the 
daily capacity is twenty thousand pairs of boots and shoes. 

The development of the business has been so great, however, 
that even this immense establishment was found inadetiuate, and 
in 1881 building was commenced at Melrose for the second factory. 
All the improvements that experience could suggest were adopted 
for this factorv, which is considered as one of the finest and most 
complete in all its details in the country. It contains about five 
acres of flooring, with the departments systematically arranged as 
in the Maiden factory. About one thousand operatives are em- 
ployed, and the production is al)Out twelve thousand pairs per day. 
The building is artistic in design, well lighted and ventilated, and 
is in all respects a model factory. 

The Boston otllce and warehouse of the company are located at 
No. 245 Causeway Street This building is five stories high, and 
has a total area of flooring of nearly one hundred thousand square 
feet. 

The olllcers of the company are Mr. J. W. Converse, President, 
and Mr. E. S. Converse, Treasurer and General Manager. Both 
these gentlemen are well and favorably known as public-spirited 
citizens and enterprising business men. Mr. E. S. Converse has 
been identified with the management of the company since its 
establishment, and it is to his uncjuestioned integrity and superior 
business qualifications that the success of the business is largely 
due. 



DEDICATION' 



OF THE 



CONVERSE MEMOllIAL BUILDING. 



EXERCISES AT THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 



MALDEN, THUKSDAY, OCT. 1, 1885. 



piielimi:nauy. 



To HIS IIONOK TIIK MAYOK, AND THE CiTY CoirNCIL OF MALDEN: 

Gtntlejncii^ — For some years wo h.ive had in mind the erection in 
Maldoii of a memorial to our son, Frank E. Converse. 

The establishment of a public library through the bequest of Mr. 
John Gardner, its rapid growth, and consequent inconvenient location, 
pointed to a way in which the memorial could take shape, and also be 
of utility to the public. 

We therefore desire, through you, to present to the city of Maiden, 
to be held in trust forever by it, or by a corporation duly authorized, 
the lot of land next to the Baptist Church on Salem Street, and the 
edilUe thereon now in process of eonslruction and soon to be com- 
pleted, to be known as the Converse Memorial Building, for the free 
use of the city as a phue of deposit for ihe library and works of art.- 

Wv shall be oblij'ed if vou will at vour convenience take such action 
jis you deem proper on this notice. 

Y'ours respectfully, 

E. S. CONVERSE. 
MARY' 1). CONVERSE, 

Maldkn, Mass., April 2U, 18^5. 





From Memorial Paintins \>S \. V\. ^KsXt^iW- 



DEDICATORY EXERCISES. 



ORGAN PRELUDK Battiste. 



ODADIAII \\, IJHOWX, ORGANIST, OF MALDEX. 



INVOCATION. 



REV. JOSEPH II. MANSFIELD, OF MALDEN. 



O God, our Father, we romo to thee for thy guidance and bless- 
ing in the services of this important hour. Thou art the source 
of all our help, and we acknowledge our dependence upon thee. 
Wilt thou give ns strength in all our weakness, and wisdom in all 
our ignorance, and help in all our re8i>onsibilities ? 

We would thank thee for thy remembrance of us in the past ; 
for all the good things that have come to us from thy bountiful 
hand. Thou art the (iiver of all our good, the Giver of every 
good and perfect gift. 

We invoke thy special benediction upon our brother and his 
wife, whose munificent gift has brought us together at this hour. 
Give tliem (jomfort ip all their sorrows, and help and reward them 
in all their good works. May Heaven's richest favors crown their 
lives. Let thy blessing rest upon our fair city. Bless our schools 
and churches and everv institution dear to us. Reraeml>er our 
citizens assembled here at this hour, and the greater number not 
here save in spirit. May temperance and virtue prevail among us, 
and every good work be carried forward to completest success. 
May we love righteousness, and hate evil. 
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(■rant tliy lili'ssin^s upon our Mayor, and upon our entire city 
<;()verninoiit. Ri'meinlier our governor and the Commonwealth, 
:ui(l <rive diri'(*ti()ii to all our national affairs. Again we ask thy 
liU'ssinic upon the exercises of this hour. AVe would honor thee 
in all our doings and t1iou«;ht8. AVilt tliou guide us by thy 
(Hiunsi'ls whiU' w*' live, and afterwards receive us to glory, through 
.Fesus Christ, our Ix^rd and Saviour? Amen. 



S( RIlTrKE SELECTIONS. 

Ki:V. .loMH A W. WELL3IAN, 1). I>., OF MALDEN. 

Wise men lay up knowledge. 

divi' instnirtion to a wise man, and he will be yet wiser. Teach 

a rijiliteous man, and he will increase in learning. 

Kvery prudent man worketh with knowledge, but a fool spread- 

eth out follv. 

Take fast li(»ld of instnietion, let her not go; keep her, for she 
is tliy life. 

Happy is the man tiiat findetii wisdom, and the man that getteth 
niiderstaiidiiiir. 

F(»r the lin'nliaiidisr of it i> better than the merchandise of 
silv«'r ; and tlu* ^aiii theieof than line u:old. 

She is iiion' piccious tiiaii lubirs. And none of the things thou 
canst d«'sii'e arc to l»e comjjared unto hn*. 

Lrniith of (lavs is in iirr liiihl lunul. In her left are riehes and 
iionor. 

Ilcr ways an* way> of plea'-antut-s-^. And all her patiis are 
pcnrr. 

She i> a tire of life to th«'in that lay Imld upon her; and happy 
is <'Vfrv oiir that n'taim'tli her. 

The l.ord l»v wisdom fniindr«l tin* I'ailli. 

ft 

l>v ninlerstan<liiiLr llr cstaMi^lu'd tin- hcavi-iis. 
l>y his kiiowUMlirc the depths were broken upland tin- skies drop 
down <lew. 



Il 

I. 
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Get wisdom, get understanding. Forget her not, neither decline 
from the words of my mouth. 

Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee. Love her, and 
she shall keep thee. 

Wisdom is the principal thing, therefore get wisdom. 

Yea, with all that thou hast gotten, get understanding. 

Exalt her, and she shall promote thee. 

AVisdom hath builded her house. She hath hewn out her seven 
pillars. Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither. 

As for him tliat is void of understanding, she said to him : 

Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine which I have 
mingled. 

Leave off, ye simple ones, and live ; and walk in the way of 
understanding. 

Through wisdom is our house builded. And by understanding is 
it established. 

And by knowledge are the chambers filled, with all precious and 
pleasant rielies. 

TIIESK STONES SHALL BE FOR A MEMORIAL. 

And Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, 
and he entered, as his custom was, into the synagogue on the 
Sabbath day, and stood up to read. And there was delivered unto 
him the book of the prophet Isaiah. And he opened the book, 
and found the place where it was written : 

The Spirit of tlie Ix)rd is upon me. 

Ikcause he hath anointed me to preach good tidings to the 
poor. 

He hath sent me to proclaim release to the captives. 

And recovering of siglit to the l)lind. 

To set at liberty them that are bruised. 

To prochiim the acceptable year of the Tx)rd. 

And he closed the l)ook, and gave it to the attendant, and sat 
down. 

Till I come, give heed to reading. If any man thinketh that he 
knoweth anything, he knoweth not yet as he ought to know. 
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Who is wise and understanding among jou ? Let him show by 
his good life, his works in meekness of wisdom. The wisdom that 
is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, easy to be 
entreated, full of mercy and good fruit. As it is written : 

He hath scattered abroad, he hath given to the poor ; His right- 
eousness abide th forever. 

And He that supplieth seed to the sower and bread for food, 
shall supply and multiply your seed for sowing, and increase the 
fruits of your righteousness : ye being enriched in everything unto 
all lil)erality, which worketh through us thanksgiving to God. 

And the elders of the Jews, when they came to Jesus, besought 
him earnestly, saying, He is worthy that thou shouldst do this for 
him, for he loveth our nation, and he hath built us a synagogue. 

God loveth a cheerful giver. 

Give, and it shall be given unto you ; good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together, running over, shall they give into your 
bosom. 



-PRAISE THE LORD'* Marsh 



RUGGLES STREET CHURCn QUARTETTE. 



ITerbert O. Johnson, Ist Ttnor. 

William T. Meek, '2iJ Tenor. 

Georoe 11. Remele, \8t BnftH. 

George R. Clark, 2d Batrn. 



APPENDIX. lal 



PRESENTATION. 

BY HON. ELISIIA S. CONVERSE. 

Mr. Chairman^ your Excellency^ Friemh: 

Miiy I be allowed a few words in explanation of the object 
sought in erecting the Htructure which we are now assembled to 
dedicate. 

In presenting this Imilding, it is intended that it shall not only 
be u memorial of a young man summoned early from earth to 
heaven, })ut also in some sense a perpetuation of the work whidi 
lie might have done as a citizen in this community had it pleased 
God to prolong his earthly life. 

Jt was the liope and belief of his parents that he would have 
taivcn an ac^tivc pait in the affairs of the town, and have joined 
heartily in the efforts of public-spirited men to promoter the pros- 
perity antl welfare of Maiden. 

Al)sent from our sight, we would have him present in his influ- 
ence for goml. 

Other means of usefulness were considered, but relinquished in 
favor of a project wliich seemed more suitable as a memorial, 
and which it is hoped will benefit a larger number of our citizens. 
It was at length decided to erect an edifice worthy of the city for 
a Public Li))rarv. 

The Library, founded by the gift of the late respected John 
Gardner, having such scanty accommo<lations as to hinder both its 
usefulness and growth, it was believed that the greatest benefit to 
tlie largest number of persons would in this way })e secured. 

To fin'nish nnd adorn the building to l)ecome a depository for 
b<K)ks, works of art, nnd other objects of interest, was another 
source of pleasunt to us, and we have placed upon its walls the 
following paintings : — 

*' Lincoln at Gettyslmrg," by A. H. Bicknell. 

" Sunrise Memories of Italy," by George L. Hrown. 

Portrait, after Titian, l)y Frank II. Collins. 
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I worid aot Mit to ■! ■liiw wilfc yrtilwlii a» aifc work of Oe 

OICnMK JdRML t W uK gOOQ WO0C IIOBB B^ wB Hlim 

DcMuwr; mad oCiMn cnplojoi. Cor flw fatanrt ttefhne 
; — aMif^tlhti, Ihej have laiiflMj ad tte wk Mwnidl^ to 
tlie original dfrijgn m m salHtaiitial ■■■■«. 

In mcM otj of one^ on Ihii, flw innln iniiy of 
f OMi fw I wiiiun w flaked to naaw ttaodilBa tta **' 
rial BoildiBg.'' 

And now, Mr. Ihjor. to TOO, aa fltt rapnaeitetive of tka oiliaHM 
of Maiden, I have tke pleaame of ^**-*w^ Ikeaa k^ja, and of 
pt wwnting , in the naoKof Mn. Coorene andsyaalf, tte tifledeed 
of a parcel of land and the edifice Ihoeon, wUflk wfA tke ftirai> 
tore and pictures preTioafllv described, conslitate tte '* CoDTerse 
Memorial," to be held by the Maiden PdUie libraiy for the free 
nse of the people of Maiden ; with the hope and pimjcr that oar 
Heavenlv Father will so goide tiiose intrastod with iUi manage- 
ment, that it shall minister to the happiness and profit of onr fellow- 
citizens, not only for the present bat for futnre genmatkma. 
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AC;C'EFrA>X'E. 



nv MAVOK LOKIN L. FULLKK. 



Mr. nud Mrs. Converse^ — As the rcprcHentative of the citizens 
of the eity of MnUlen, I gratefully recognize tliis noble and gen- 
iM'ous gift, and most heartily thank you for your generosity. 

It is a gift lUMgnilicent and beautiful, of which we may well be 
proud. The structure so massive and solid, of such architectural 
beauty and finish ; the grounds so graded, paved, curlKjd, and 
ornamented — attract the attention and admiration of all. 

Fitted and fuiished, it is, in nil its ])arts and appointments, fit- 
ting and appropriate — as you have suggested — to answer the 
dou))le purpose of a memorial to the dear dei)arted, the anniver- 
sary of whose birth is to-day, and a lasting educator and blessing 
to our citv. 

Arranged and furnished not only for the reception of l>ooks, 
pamphlets, and papers, but a gallery of nrt, and that gallery now 
furnished with paintings both rare and l)eautiful, one of which, 
'* Lincoln at (it^ttysburg," for size and beauty is hardly surpassed, 
if eciualled, by any painting far or near. The portraits in this 
marvellous creation are not only life size but lifelike, so natural, 
so perfect that one can almost read the very life and character and 
individualitv of each. 

Other paintings and statuary adorn the rooms, so rich and artistic 
that I will not attempt to describe them. 

One, however, I must notice, where the artist must have exceeded 
your most sanguine expectations in producing the picture of one, 
who, though '' absent from sight, is present for good." 

Two other [)ortraits hang upon the south wall of the gallery, 
and, although they are not your gifts, yet it was through the kind 
assistancre of vourself and Mrs. Converse that we were enabled 
to procure them ; not as costly, though, as others, yet more to l)e 
prized, and the artists and donors may well (congratulate themselves 
on their success. The citizens look ui>on them with pride and 

admiration, knowing that the originals ar^ of us and with US| 

la 
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and DOW l»efi)re us ; aud, though not bone of our boue, or flesh of 
our flesh, vet vou have so entwined vourselves around and about 
us by your generosity and kindness, that we feel a deep interest in 
all that pertains to you and yours. 

It is for nie now simply to add that we, the people of Maiden, 
grati'fully and Uiankfully accept your generous, unsellish, and 
unsolicited gift ; and trust you and Mre. Convei'se may long be 
spared to enjoy the fruits of your generosity, and receive the con- 
<>:ratulations of vour friends and fellow-citizens. 

Mr, President of the Board of Trustees: 

I shall soon place in your han<ls, as the representative of the 
Trustees of the Maiden Public Library, this Ik)x, containing the 
deed of trust of the Converse Memorial Building, the conveyance 
of all books, papers, etc., of the IMalden Public Library to the 
new corporatiim, and the letters which have been read. 

1 shall ask vou to see that this box and contents are carefuUv 
placed in the archives of the Library, where they will l>e protected 
and preserved for all time to come. 

You and your associates, who have accepted the position of 
Trustiics, have assumed a duty, and taken upon yourselves a re- 
sponsibility, which will re(|uire careful consideration and earnest 
attention. 

Knowing, as I do, that yourself and associates are gentlemen of 
large experience and unquestioned integrity, it gives me much 
pleasure to place in your hands this box and these keys, which 
give you the entire charge and control of all that pertains to the 
Maldciu Public Librarv. 



i 

lil 

I 

I 
I 
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AC'CEl^ANCE BY TlIK TRUSTEES. 

Air. Deloraine P. Corey, Prcf^idcnt of the Bojird of Trus- 
tees, accepted the gift in these words : — 

3fr. Mat/or, — In belialf of the Trustees I accept the trusts 
wliosc symbols von have phiced in mv hands, to hold and admin- 
ister for the benefit of the people of ^^lalden. None can better 
realize the responsibilities wliich attend these trusts than my asso- 
ciates, and I feel that in their hands nothing that earnestness and 
watchfulness can supply will be wanting. Great as are these 
trusts in a material sense, and greater still as are their possibili- 
ties, I hold them as a feather's weight against their moral and 
aesthetic [)ower. They stand apart as a great conservative and 
educational force, throwing out its gathered energies and influ- 
ences into every part of the community. What the public library 
is we know : we know its work, but who can forecast its results? 
The labor lengthens out far down the vista of human progress. 1 
cannot lift the veil which hides futuritv, but I know that the influ- 
ence of the public library will ever be on the side of private virtue 
and public honor, and that where it exists, a living, active force, 
ignorance and crime will be held as reproachful things. 

Eloquently speaks the presence of this audience of the gift which 
comes to us to-day, and of its givers. More elofpieut is the speech 
of yonder Memorial, testifying in its beauty of itself. More elo- 
quent still is that feeling which pervades this people, testifying to 
the respect and love which these friends, our brother and sister 
indeed, have won by their kindly, helpful lives in our midst, — 
lives that have been filled by gentle and unpretending acts of 
benevolence and by neighborly kindnesses. Happy for us that this 
comes from those who are worthy of doing good deeds, whose 
characters give grace and dignity to the gooil they do. We know 
that to them this gift is sacred. To us it is the love of a father 
and mother for their lirst-born, which has taken form in a great 
public benefaction. It stands for all that is pure and holy in 
human life and its intentions. 
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Gentlemen of the Tnurtees, fliii Memoriil is luUowed by tlw 
prayers and tears of parental lore, and it is plaoed In yoar hands 
as a trust to be preserved inyiolate. It is joor hl^ oflioe to direct 
its mission of love and good-wilL It is yoois to see that noOdog 
impure shall enter its doors, that the inflneneea wbkh sduU go out 
therefrom into the homes of onrpecqde — into tibe hearto of oar 
children — shall be healthful* and dean, fldi^pi wortliy of the fair 
fame of the youthful life in whose memory its walls are raised. 

Citizens of Maiden, we accept this tnwt for yoa ; yet, not 
alone >^ you does it exist It is of yon, and demands that inters 
est and care which yon shoold extend to yoor own. Wltfaoat year 
sympathy and support it will become a lifeless tiling. Bemember 
that it is a minister of intellectnal growth and pr o gi e ss , and so is a 
maker of character and a giver of moral and mental strength, and 
not a means of mere recreation. Let yoar demands upon it be. 
such as spring from intelligent and sincere porpoaes. Strengflien 
its strength by calling forth the exerdae of its best powers in your 
service. Then will its fair promises ripen into a golden fniitagB 
for you and yours ; and may Heaven grant that when fliose pio- 
tared forms, mellowed and darkened by the flight of time, shall 
look down from yonder walls upon a far-off day and generation, 
they may behold a time-honored and beneficent institation, filled 
with the vigor of perpetual youth, ministering to and founded 
upou an intelligent, God-fearing, virtuous, and man-loving people. 
So may the good intentions, the kindly provision, and the wisdom 
of these givers be justified. 



'^DO GOOD TO-DAY" Kreutzer. 



QUAKTETTE, 
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DEDICATORY PRAYER. 

BY REV. DANIKL W. FAIINCE, D. D., OF WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Almighty and ever-living Lord our God, we come to-day to 
crave thy blessing. We acknowledge thee to be our Creator, our 
Father, our Sovereign, and we own that thou wilt be our Final 
Judge. 

For our life, l)oth mortal and immortal, we devoutly thank 
thee Tiiou hast surrounded us with objects that awake our atten- 
tion, demand our study, and minister to our delight. Thou hast 
made us capa))le of knowing something of the world about us, the 
worhl within us, of our fellow-meu and of thyself. That our birth 
and training have been in happy free America, amid these institu- 
tions of liberty, of religion, and of learning, we give thee our most 
hearty thanks. For churches and schools and lil)raries, for all the 
oppf)rtunitics of education and culture, we devoutly bless thy 
name. Thine eye is ever on us ; thy care enfolds us, thy high and 
solemn and unslumbering providence controls all our mortal life. 
And, if sometimes thy way seems dark and strange, thou dost, in 
the end, indicate thy right to rule over the children of men. 

For a young life, dawning in especial promise, years ago in a 
liousehold in this community, we thank thee ; and that thy young 
servant, whose memory is so fragrant to-day, was a lover of God 
and all jjood thinj's. And thouujh thou didst earlv resume the life 
thou didst lend us, and the flower that blossomed here was taken 
to bloom in lieaven, tiiou didst give us in the hour of bereavement 
to say the I^jrd gave and the Lord liath taken away, blessed be the 
nain(» of the Lord. Thou hast by the sharpness of that sorrow 
l)rought forth these peaceable fruits of righteousness ; and thy 
young servant, being dead, yet speaketh. 

On thy servant and liis companion in life, the father and mother 
of the departed, who have enriched themselves in their gift to this 
community, let the choicest l)lessings rest. May their lives and 
that of their households be in thine especial care. 
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Kimiu'IiiIkt also olluTs wiio hnvc lu'onjzlit thoir irifls* in works of 
:irK for this sliriiic of li>arnii><r uiid culture. Wilt thou so move 
upon tiio iiu'U to whom thou iiast irivi'ii hirge propeity that they 
nmy acknowk'dirr tiu' dcbl whit-li wealth owes to Icaruing, and 
spiH'dily (ill these shelves with the choicest literature of all the wide 
world. 

AVe pray also for those who havi- received this sacred trust; for 
thv servant the Mavor. and tlujse associated with him in the man- 
a«i:eiiient of this institution. 

Antl now. our lleavenlv Father, we do here, hv these acts under 
thine eve, consecrate this huildinir to he knowu aa the Converse 
Memorial Ihiildin^, and as a temple of literature and art. Let it 
he kept from the flood and the llame, from the holt of heaven and 
the vandal hand of man. Let it remain the joy and the pride, as 
well as tlu^ profit, of the citizens of tiiis comnninity. Ix't it send 
forth streams of heartfelt intluence, thus helpinjj; to make this city 
the city of iu.n\ Let it he tnu' that youth seeking knowledge; 
manhood, wis(h>m ; and aire, S(»lace; may all find these blessings 
in the stores of learning and religion hi*re gathered. 

And on thv servant, tht* orator of tin- dav, let there rest the 
hh'ssing of wist', and happy, and persua^ivi' speech. l>lcss also 
the L!:<»vernor of thi> State, and mav he l»e a)»le in the fear of the 
Loi'd to pieside ovei' tlu* (oiiimonwealth with its growing cities and 
towns. On all here asseml»lcd h't thv l»lessing alunulantlv rest 
f<.»r this lifi' and that whirh is to come. 

An«l thi'se things we a'^k in IIh' naim* of our Lord and Saviour 
♦lesus Cinist. ^Im'-n. 




900 AFPBNBIX. 



ORATION. 



BT HON. JOHN D. LONG. 




This is one of thoee occasions which illustrate the poverty and 
inexpressiyeness of words and things, and the Inezhanstible 
riches of the ideal. We cheat ourselves with the delusion that to- 
day we dedicate the magnificent walls and graceful proportions of 
a Public Library Building wrought out of wood and stone. Not 
so. Its appointments are but symbols, noble and exquisite in 
themselves, but faint and fleeting in comparison with that deeper 
reality, — that reality of ideality, inexpressible in human language 
or architectural material, — the reality of the love of the human 
heart, of the charity of human brotherhood, of the eternal prpgreas 
of the human mind, of the mastery of human industry ; of all which 
they are only the suggestion. If you would, therefore, trace the 
true sources of this splendid edifice, you will go not to any plan of 
architect, but into the saci^ed recesses of a man and woman's heart, 
where no skill of the painter's or rhetorician's art can reproduce the 
delicate utterances of the spirit, and where the lights and shadows 
of tender memories and affections picture the face of the boy they 
loved. If you would seek its purpose you will find it in no monu- 
mental impression upon the public eye, or against the background 
of the blue heaven, but in the generous, unrestricted treasures of 
instruction and soulful delight, which from this time henceforth it 
will pour out upon this community. If you would learn its lesson, 
it is tliatx)f the march of a civilization of all the people, which 
stops short at no milestone of progress, and in which it is itself 
only a step. If you would follow its construction, you will tiiink 
not alone of the generosity that gave or the brain that planned it, 
but of the varied and busy bauds, representing every branch of 
mechanical art and honest labor, which have contributed to its rise, 
from the first blow of the pickaxe to the nicest touch of the carv- 
er's artistic chisel. You, with ii citizen's pride, have often gazed 
at its impressive architecture, an<l read the poem of its beautiful 
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interior finish. I, witli a stranger's curiosity and pleasure, have 
visited it. I looked upon its massive walls, its heavy blocks of 
brown sandstone, its carved ornamentation. I entered its door, 
and stood alone under its arches. I saw the interminable series of 
vacant shelves, soon to l)end beneath their precious weight of 
literature ; the panellings of quartered oak ; tiie great generous 
fireplace, suggestive of the old-time New P^ngland hospitality ; the 
tables yet here ; the art gallery waiting for its decoration of sculp- 
ture and painting. Yet not alone. For, looking back through the 
vista of the past year, I saw those spaces alive with the workman- 
ship of American industry, ringing with the sound of the hammer, 
the trowel and the saw, and I realized the noblest feature of our 
American system in this : that the very labor and toil, even the 
crudest and humblest, which wrought and built and went into this 
library building, are themselves the beneficiaries which are to 
profit by it, and henceforth to enjoy its inestimable blessings ; 
l)uilding indeed better than tiiey knew. Happy and fortunate the 
benefactors, who, touching in the chamber of their hearts an elec- 
tric knob, thus set in motion the industrial activities which bear 
such fruit, such mercy a thousand times blessed for giver and 
recipient alike, liut I do them only justice, I am sure, and express 
only their thougiit, when 1 say that their happiest satisfaction is 
that this gift of theirs represents not their contribution alone, but 
the contribution also of manv of those in whose belialf thev erect 
and dedicate it. 

But, looking forward through the vista of the years to come, 1 
was conscious still more of another realization. The mellow after- 
noon sun threw its glory on carved columns and groaning shelves. 
The evening lights fiashed down tlieir splendor. The alcoves 
swarmed. The tables were laden. The walls were hung with 
works of art. The sculptured marble seemed instinct with the 
breath of life. Best of all, the aisles and niches were alive 
with humanity. Men and women, little children, school boys and 
girls, rich and poor, the man of leisure, and the workman coming 
from his toil, came in and out and drank freely of the waters of 
life. For, as 1 said on another similar occasion, the value of this 
edifice is not in its architectural proportions, and its cunning work- 



202 APPENDIX. 

iiianshi)) of frame and finish ; it is id the magnificent use, the 
ireneruiis and ennolilinjx service to wliioh it is consecrated. Liter- 
ally a Ireasuro-houso of knowled<i;i', an inexhaustible mine of edu- 
cation, — the monopoly of no man or body of men, — it is thrown 
wide open for generations to come to tlie free common resort and 
possession of tlie people. Two of your own fellow-citizens, hus- 
ban<l antl wife, — and in that sweet domestic relation stamping on 
this public act the tenderness of home itself, — throw open in tlie 
hcMit of your city a public lil)rary and art building that shall 
insure the range of published study and inquiry, free reading- 
rooms, and the treasures of science, art, and literature- If you 
would measure its value vou would not reckon the land or stone 
or w(mmI, or even the more than one Innidred thousand dollars that 
have gone into its construction. You would measure it, as I am 
sure the givers do, by h)oking ah»ng the expanding vistii of the 
time to come. You would here see some future Hunyan, of rapt 
im:igin:ition, saved by its illumination of impiiry and truth from 
those errors and hideous fnncies of religious frenzy which, until 
the sen-nity of :i loftier fnith came to him, drove tlie young tinker 
of Ih'dfonl sdniosl lo the niMdness of despair, though I fear you 
would lose the vIvIjI :illegi»ry of the *' Pilgrim's Progress.*' You 
would i)irtnn' here llie eager face of some later Abraham Liucoln, 
burnt brown with the sunshine of the farm, some lienrv Wilson 
haslening from tin.' shoiMuaker's la[)st<Mie. some mechanic from his 
bench, — the men and wonu-n of your industries, — all here enjoying 
a sncifty of relinemenl and culture, a connnunion with the niast-or- 
siiirits of all lime, an education in all Ww. humanities. The mvths 
of elassi<' time will here be the homeliest of facts. The goddess 
of all knowledge will s[)ring, full eijuipped from the deft of a 
mightier than [)agan godhead — the open volume of a book. The 
winged Pegasus that l»rar:^ its vUWv to the stars will bo the leaves, 
nioir nrjM-ious than tlie slbvl's ~ tlie leaves on these (rlusUM"inir 
shi'ives, from which no idle \viinl will Ilutler thi^m. The sweetest 
poetry of wiillcn viM's(; will l>e Imt as h(»nii'ly prose to the poetrv 
of the acluality of this scene. Maud .Miiller"> wi>li — 

" Thai -lie li:inll\ il:iri'<l In <)\n ii 

For ^jmi'tli'mir ln'tler tlian ^In- had known "" — 




1 
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will here be realized in a companionship and surrounding such as 
the Judge's hand, had he conferred it, never could have brought. 
The ''barefoot boy" will, indeed, have more than the '' million- 
dollared " can buy. In the town in which I live, we have, like you, 
a public library, founded b}^ the munificence of a citizen. Walking 
from it one perfect September day last month, I overtook a child 
slowly sauntering before me. In her dress was the evidence of that 
pathetic poverty which seeks to hide its destitution witli the 
mother's midnight needle and the prudent patch. Her broken and 
over-crushed shoes, a mile too large, were the evident gratuity of 
charitv. But under each arm was a li])rarv book, and in her hands 
a third, held wide open, which she read as she walked. Passing, 
I caught under the torn hat-brim that intelligent child- face, traced 
with a pensive sadness, which is so often seen among the children 
of the poor. Apparently my salutation woke the blue eyes, which 
trembled up from a dream in which all consciousness of the actual 
time and place had been lost, and in which the soul was living in 
the transcendent ranges of an upper world, — the world of the aspir- 
ing imagination, — the world of literature and mind, — the world in 
whicli all the <i:ood and wise and lovelv are our societv. Is it noth- 
ing to have conferred such a blessing on one of God's little ones, 
to have made such a one the messenger of glad tidings to some 
humble household, which, under the gifts she was bringing, would 
gladden into happiness and instruction? Measure the value of 
your public library ! Suppose for one moment that its contents 
were l)lottcd out ; that the world of books were consumed ; that 
the records of history, science, and fiction, the vehicles of fact and 
event, of discovery and truth, of imagination and poetry, were a 
lost art. Why, we live less in the present than in the past ; less 
in ourselves than in the atmosphere and society which history and 
literature have created ! What man in this region of the earth is 
so open to you in his heart and thought and dreams as David, or 
Kinerson, or Thackeray? Of what man here do you know so much 
as of Washington or Bonaparte ? In whose poetic tendernesses or 
aspirations do you find half the sympathy you find in Longfellow 
and Whittier ? What drama of domestic or public life is half so 
familiar as that of Walter Scott and Shakespeare? Which of 
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your neighbors can hold you with the illuminated talk-torrent of 
Macauliiy? Is there nothing, too, to be said in praise of an 
agency wliich thus sweeps our vision and our interests out of tlie 
small and inbreeding confines of local friction and gossip into 
these world-wide and time- wide ranges of creative power ? Here in 
his single hand the citizen grasps the universe. Here he listens to 
the debates of Congress. Here he watches the movements of 
armies on Afghan or Egyptian fields. Here he studies the diplo- 
matic contests of Europe, and looks over their shoulders into the 
hands of negotiating ambassadors. Here he is member of the 
senates of the world. Here he traces the comet in the sky, or 
cuts isthmian canals, or explores the icy terrors of the pole, or in 
the exquisite realm of the imagination sings with the poet and 
in(iuircs with the philosopher. Here solitude becomes society. 
The soul is supreme master of the realm, and man recognizes that 
he is a god. It is more than a school, more than education : it is 
alisoUite possession. Tlie scholar is king, and every citizen is a 
scliolar. His soul inherits the earth. No devil tempts him, yet 
iiis are all the kingdoms of the world and all the glory of them. 

While this building is unique in its purpose, it is yet — to the 
honor of our American civilization be it said — onlv in the line 
and easy evolution of our New Eufcliind system. It is as nuich a 
rtowcr of thf riliirini and Puritan soed, as much a part of the prov- 
idential scheme of the '* Mayllower " and of John Winthrop's land- 
ing, as much fused with the flavor of Harry Vane, as much a 
result of that vote of 1G17, which declared that " learning shouhl 
not l»e buried in the graves of our forefathers," as is Harvard Col- 
lege, or our connnon-sehool system ; or as if every stone under its 
nxjf, every book on its shelves, every picture upon its walls, bad 
been in the mind's eve of the founders of ^lassachnsetts. Still 
more does it i)nrtake of the elements of our later consummations, 
— our marvellous industrial growths. \i\ its very amplitude it vet 
enilxxlies the idea of that homely, saviuii; economy, that intelligent 
thrift, that careful provision for future needs, which characterize 
New Kuiihnul. It eniliodies the idea of those ^reat agencies and 
niassinirs of skilled ;ind citizeni/AMl lal)or, which at once employ a 
multitude of hands and at the same time stimulate as many activ- 
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ities of invention and brain, and so com])inc manual toil and in- 
tellectual genius in that splendid union of which our national 
institutions are at once the cause and the result. Thence comes 
the steady expansion of general prosperity ; the increasing thriv- 
ing of the body of the people ; the greater independence and com- 
fortiible self-support of families ; their homes in separate dwellings 
of their own, into each of which flows a growing tide of refine- 
ment, culture, and amusement ; the enlargement of public educa- 
tion, and the advancing standard of the schools ; the saturation of 
the press and the consequent connection of local life with cosmo- 
politan interests ; along with these the accumulation by individuals 
here and there of large fortunes to a good purpose, provided tliey 
be not wrenched out of others' earnings, but, on the contrary, con- 
stitute, in the very process of their accumulation, the fund of 
others* earnings ; and then at last the public spirit in some such 
individual, which, hardly more by his own impulse than by the com- 
manding general sentiment of which he is almost the involuntary 
servant and expression, appropriates a part of his fortune back to 
the public use and service. Can there be a finer tribute to labor 
than that thus, by its own inherent law of action, operating under 
our institutions of political freedom, it ministers to its own nobler 
needs even in the very act of its own exercise, whether executing 
the designs of the nicest skill and most scientific mechanisms, or 
faithfully hewing wood and drawing water, — its own hand pro- 
viding for the educati(m of its head and the refinement of its 
heart? Behold a marvel more wondrous than any tide of magical 
conjuration or Oriental myth ! For not in tlie closet of the stu- 
dent, not in the shade of the cloister, not in the vista of the poet, 
not on the campus of a college, but straight out of the busiest, 
most intense, hardest-headed and hardest-handed material concen- 
tration of industrial, manufacturing, money-making, labor-employ- 
ing forces and enterprise, springs this fair flower of the gentlest 
humanities, this grace of art, this fountain of letters, this frozen 
song of architecture? What is this but poetry and religion, — 
the tribute of the creature to God, — the obeisance of matter to 
mind, of toil to rest, of the hard practical forces to their master, 
the spirit of thought and vision, — the recognition of that spirit- 
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ual, that mental and moral sovereignty which is the divine equal- 
itv of all the children of God, and to which all lower life with its 
ine(iualities of circumstances, its dross of riches, and its grime of 
toil, is the shell of the chambered nautilus ! 

Yes, this building typifies the true communism. Here is the 
most precious wealth, the best treasures, — as far above all ma- 
terial mint and anise and cummin as the clouds above the earth, — 
and all is for all alike. Ah ! that is the sweet assurance which 
letters, books, art, literature, and the whole range of intellectual 
life give to the world. The vicissitudes of fortune, the fluctuations 
of business, the rise and fall of stocks and prices, the successions 
of good times and hard times, the inequalities of material lot 
whioh are inevitable, nay, are the very soil and stimulus of indi- 
vidual and social bettering, — all these cannot invade this realm, 
and he who invests his happiness in this security will never suffer 
bankruptcy. The refinement and riches of study and letters, open 
alike to all, is one of the best lessons of this dedication, summon- 
ing the whole w^orld to its communism of goods. The wealth of 
Cra'sus could not gather out of the past, out of the resources of 
intellectual treasure, what this new indosure will hold. And vet 
all which this inclosure \\\]\ hold will be, not the monopoly of 
Cra'sus, not his exclusive of you and me, but our common posses- 
sion ; and the poorest child will here come and here command 
statesmen, poet^, orators, warriors, all the greatness of human 
career to his side to minister to his pleasure, companionship, and 
instruction. Under that vault will echo no song of the shirt, but 
the poet's song of the woods, of enriched solitude, of the mind's 
paradise. And there, whatever his garb or trade or circumstance, 
the (citizen student will learn that there is nothing so great as his 
own soul ; and that the master-spirits of all time, who have in- 
spired nil the volumes of all the libraries, exist not so mucli in 
theuiselvos as in their own ideals and in the ideals of those who 
have, v>"ith varying exag<j:enition and mirage, intor|)reted their deeds 
or words, reprotlucini!; for us poet, prophet, leader, and inspirer, 
not out of those limits and facts of certain vears of our Lord 
which aio sliiftini' guesswork, but out of thosi' subtle and wor- 
shi[)ful conceptions and mountings of the human mind, which are 
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the eternal and only truth. He will learn that to him these great 
spirits are of most interest as even thus they reflect his own high- 
est ideals and help him realize them. Nothing to him the royal 
robes or fragrant palaces of Solomon, but everything to him 
David's agony of pain or tumult of aspiration, because they are 
the pain and aspiration of his own heart. 

In the engrossments of e very-day life, few of us appreciate 
what a universal blessing a library is. I have been surprised and 
delighted in my observ'ation of our towns, to find how generally 
people of all conditions of life and degrees of means depend upon 
the public library ; of how many a sick-room it is the light ; 
of how many a poor man's home it is the cheer ; of how much 
leisure and ennui it is the relief ; and how thoroughly well in- 
formed and well read the community is made by its resources. 
Little does he know of our New p]ngland culture who thinks it 
confined to the select, or who from a thorough acquaintance with 
New England homes has not almost invariably found in them a 
wealth and variety of book-study, and an acquaintance with the field 
of authors and their works, a literary gleaning and harvest, which 
a characteristic reticence often hides, but which are as surely there 
as the waters, whose flow is in winter time unheard, are under their 
mantle of ice and snow. But this fact of the eager and general 
use of the public library only the more emphatically suggests that 
while such a resource is a mighty instrument for delight and for 
good, we should not forget that it may be made an instrument also 
for evil. It is no small resi)onsibility that will fall on those who 
shall have this trust in their keeping, to select the fare it is to 
minister from its shelves, lest it demoralize rather than improve the 
public tone. We are nowadays especially careful wiiat is the (jual- 
ity of the water we supply or the food we distribute from the 
great resources of our metropolitan centres Let us be as careful 
of tlie intellectual and moral supply which determines — and 
which, under the incalculable influence of a public librar}', so much 
determines — the literary material of the people ; the procedures, 
not into their mouths, but out of them — the issues of the heart. 

The Converse Memorial Building ! As you think of the scope of 
its noble and far-reaching beneficence, with what gratitude you 
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turn to those who gave it. And yet you delicately hesitate to opeu 
the ehaml>er of the sacred memories and affections from which 
came its conception. As from some cave over which the angel 
of death had spread his dark wings, lo ! the stone is rolled away 
and an angel of light and life comes forth, so from darkened 
hearts the burden is lifted and a springing flower, like the wonder 
of an Arabian tale, unfolds into the fair and massive consumma- 
tion, which on this first dav of October — the 4inniver8arv of the 
l)irth of him whose memory it perpetuates — we dedicate. 

It is more than twenty years ago that on the loth of Decem])er, 
1863, by one of those monstrosities of human aberration which 
now and then shock the moral sentiment of a communitv as an 
earthquake would shock a New England landscape, the young 
man, a youth of seventeen, whose picture, suggestive of his youth- 
ful comeliness and fail* promise, will henceforth grace the walls of 
the new library building, and whose name it will bear, was struck 
down at his post of duty by the red hand of violence. Out went 
forever, at a single rude blast, a flame of singular purity, the in- 
spiration and delight of a wide circle of loving hearts to whom it 
stood for sweetness and licrht. This is no occasion to recall that 
scene. Its murky shadows have long since faded, and out from 
them has come the eternal compensation of God's greater and 
overruiiny: solace. It has come in a truer than Endvmion's dream 
of [)erennial youth ; for, as long as beat tiie hearts that loved 
Frank Eugene Converse, and while the earth and we grow old, he 
is to them still like a morning flower fresh with the dews of the 
sunrise. Jt has come, too, in an awakened spirit of that loftier 
after-love which neither weakens into surrender nor unmans itself in 
impotent mourning ; but, recognizing that what we call death is but 
a step upward in tiie staircase of immortality, counts the life which 
seemed cut olT as still blossoming into richer fruition ; and, keeping 
[nxro with it. erects no de:ul shaft of inar])le, ])lants no lugubrious 
willow, but [)uts into tlu' heart of the municipality of which it prom- 
ised to be sucii an ini[)iilso. the generous and soul-stirring spring of 
an unftiiling piil)lic benefnction. And puts it there in the sacred 
hope lliiit sonu'how il may l)e n consunnnation of the good work 
which might have been wrought l)y that life, had it been spared. 
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Citizens of Maiden, whom I have so often met in the kiudlv in- 
terchaiiges of public and private life, I congratulate you on this 
occasion, and that it is an occasion of gladness and good cheer. 
To make it any other would be to misinterpret the purpose of those 
to whom we owe it. With one heart, with one harmonious senti- 
ment, you gather here in the inspiration of neighborly love and 
interest, proud of a good work well begun and abundant with 
promise. At the date to which I have referred. Maiden was a 
small town of some six thousand inhabitaats. To-day it is a citv 
of the Commonwealth, of which Mr. Converse was the first mayor, 
with more than twice that poi)ulation, its manufactures represent- 
ing millions of dollars and a multitude of industrious hands, its 
clustering nests of homes the paradise of suburban life, and its 
future an accelerating ratio of prosperous growth. It is hardly 
more characteristic of generosity on the part of the donors of the 
Converse Memorial Building than it is of a steady expanding public 
spirit and demand on the part of your cit\ i'^ if, that such an edi- 
fice shouhl be erected in its midst, llenreioiili that building will 
stand as a memorial of one of the foremost oi New England com- 
munities, and tell liie stranger what it is to be a citizen of Maiden. 
It will stand as a memorial of the pure, ingenuous spirit of the 
noble boy it (commemorates, and teach the young men of coming 
generations the lesson of a good example. It will stiind as a me- 
morial of Klisha Slade Converse and Marv Diana Cimverse, — the 
most conspicuous of tiieir many contributions to the cause of good 
morals and [)ublic spirit in this nnmicipality where, though in their 
own countrv, thev are not without honor. You and vour children 
will never gaze upon tiiat memorial which they this day dedicate 
to your children and you, without recalling their names ; you, with 
the affectionate love of neighbors and friends ; your children, with 
the respect due, not U> the riches of this world, but to those who 
are '^ rich in good works." 



"THP: lord is my shepherd" . . . Meyer. 

QIAKTETTE. 
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POEM. 



IJY TlIK HON. JtUIX K. O. SLEKPEU, OF MALDEN. 



I. 



I waiiderei! forth at early inorii 

To breathe the spring-time fragrance pure, 
To list to l)irds whose songs were l)oni 

Of love's caress, — love's heart to lure : 
O'er hill and dale, by shady nooks, 

O'er pastures green and fertile Helds, 
Vine-clad ravines and limpid brooks, 

Wlicrc Xafure still her imujic xoieUU! 



II. 



At length I sat me down ti) rest 

rpon a hillock's gnissy sh)pe, 
Antl wooci! Content, — •' IJoon of the blest!'* 

And niiisoil of Faith, and Love, and Hope. 
Small llcfi-y clouds, tiicn flitting past, 

(^j-^ruriMl till* sun's dirrctiT ravs ; 
Shiiniiu'ring. ^rliuiiniTing. tliry cast 

'IMu'ir innttliMl shadows nianv wavs. 
lU'ViMul. iln' livaviiT, di'usor clouds 

\W\'v ioIUmI njoiT nia^>iv*'. dark, and bold, 
Ami w rappnl tlirmsi'lvfs liki* pall «>r shrouds 

"riiwart sumisi' Ii<»pi* of t'thcr i^olil I 



III. 



Ahsorlu'd in lliou:;ht. 1 imtod not 

The lliirlit «>r tinir. until a bird. 
With ^lartliMl x-ri'am ami chirpintr nott', 

riir lalriit 11 fr wlthJll WW <\\y\\\\: 
Wlirn inokinir to (hi* ci'cxl. hrvoml. 

.Iii">f w liriT tin play of laml)rnt liirht 
r<» \<»inm lifi'-s |i«>j»r did tjnirk r«-">p'»ml, 

\iid ^uiiImmim'-. "-cimlv hid fi'om ">iu:lit 
l*Ia\ rd hid«-and-^t'rk uilh wooiMi: •»<Mid>. 

'Idiiir >-t«M»«i a form, \\iiii iiiaiilx mien, 
\nd jonk iiitcMt towai'd <ii^taiil \\-»odv. 

Siii\ r\ ill::, rapl. tin- riK haiit iiii: -x-rm'. 
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IV. 



The morning walk and tiuick tiscont 

Gave color tints to winning faee. 
While poise and dress together lent 

To vigorons youth a charming grace : 
His look was pure as angel's thought ; 

His eyes were brimming witli deliglit, 
As though tlie picture he liad sought 

Had burst upon his rapturinl siglit ! 
The sha<lows grouped abcmt his feet, 

While spring-time tlowcrs, in grassy bed, 
In peaceful sweetness did compete 

To lift their fragrance round his head. 



V. 



It was a full half-minute, sure. 

That I had gazed ; when lightning tiasli, * 
Qui(*ker than thought, did quite ol>scure 

My ravished sight; and then tlie cntsli 
Of deafeniu!; thunder fairlv sliook 

The h)o>eued roek whicli f<)nued mv seal I 
Startled, an <'ager, wistful look 

I cast around for siune retreat — 
A shelter from the tlireateufd blast : 

Hut tlrst I would the stranger a>k 
To share with me while it miirht last 

Joint execution of the task, — 
And started toward wiiere he had st.<iod : 

Hut lol \n iiniH ints tin rr ! No sign, 
Kxcept the tra<'ks, both dee[» and gotwl. 

And well defined in evt-rv line. 



VI. 



There wa> no >tt>rml The rain fell nt»tl 
The birds wen* silent il** the wind I 

I pleked a lone forixet-me-not , 
.Vnd wandered home with wondering mind. 

VII. 

Again, in >earch of ({uietudc. 

I sought a •' city of tlie <lea<l " ; 
Not nt>ting that I might intrude, 

(Mose by a tomb my pathway led ; 
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With batetl breath, tlie siii<j:ers simg 

A solemn <lir^e! And, as I neared. 
The casket lid was open swung ; 

I {cave one look, and, as I feareil, 
It was my yester-moniing friend ! 

And, as I trembling passed away, 
I saw two forms in anguish bend. 

And heard, " Why must it be to-day?'" 



VIII. 

When days and weeks and months had gonc>, 

I chanced an open gate to pass ; 
Wild-flowers were peeping from the lawn 

Quite intermingled with the grass. 
The winsome grace of drooping trees, 

Inviting look of paths and flowers, 
The fragrance bom on zephyr breeze, — 

A captive led near summer bowers. 
It was the hour of evening prayer ! 

I heard two voices blent in one, 
As if their mutual faith to share, 

Devoutly say, " Thy in'U he done'' ! 
There seemed a sound like flitting wing! 

Tfrhaps an angel passed that way, 
Willi message to the Heavenly King, 

Tliat I had heard at close of davl 



IX 



Tlie vi'ars rolled t>n : again I walked; 

15ut linirered in a beauteous iiall. 
And tiiougiit and pondered as I talked, 

Of inein'ries it did, erst, recall, 
(living imagination range, 

Al)sorl>e(l in (juiet revery, 
1 saw and lieard things passiuir strange I 

And yet. though slraiiire, seemed true to nie. 
I poll luy right, the (•a>t«'rii wall. 

There himir a paint iiiir pure and i)riglit, 
of him I «^aw ami did «'\toL — 

My morniiiir fi'ieiid upon the height I 
To sense >;nrpri^r(l with awed (h-light 

It Ncciiied a perfect (Mjiniterpart I 
I'^'ell could I doubt the '^eiise •)!* >iirht. 

His [)hotograph was on my heart I 
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X. 



Admirinfr niiicli the bold desi^^n, — 

Commeiuliii^ more the artist's skill, — 
My thoughts, restniincd, would still incline 

To that bright scene on yonder hill ; 
When, as I ^azed, it seemed as though 

The likeness nearer, nearer drew, 
Thouj?h movinj; very, very slow. 

Till art, to mind, was lost to view. 

XI. 

Entranced, there seemeil a whisptTin^r 

That fell with sweetness on my ear — 
*' The Father loves the wayfarin<r. 

And that is why my picture \s here ! " 
'' Up there, He thinks of human i^ood. 

And sends His ministries abroad. 
That, if they will, men ma.v be frnoed 

To ffrviUcr (jnod and blest reward ! " 

XII. 

Slowly a transformation came 

Of place and scene! 1 stood beside 
My pictured friend in golden frame. 

Back to the wall, and watched the tide. 
In ebb and flow of living men 

Both jLTrcat and small and old and youn^ : 
Saw rich and poor — who now and then, 

Their places changed ! Heard often sunj? 
In undertone, thanksgiving hymn 1 

Noted when satisfaction beamed 
From eyes and face ! Saw visage grim 

Kelax the sternness which had seemed 
Part and parcel of itself, till 

A kindly sympath}' was stirred, 
And sweeter temper, governed will, 

A better self ha<l half restored 
In half a year ! Saw all degrees 

Of men and women much extend 
Their knowledges of their chosen ways 

Of livelihood — and bless their Frienil. 
In short it was the supplement. 

Or Frien<l, of every goo<l. Says Youth, 
" It was a <lream." Make no <lissent ; 

Dreams oft are kin to noblest Truth ! 



F£B. 28, 1885. 
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ADDIJKSS. 

Mr. I*r*'sith>iit^ /Affh'es and (rthflemen: 

This is iiidcod :\\\ occasion of rare felicity. When the people 
of i\ hiisy city asscniMe in the l»ri«jht an<l stirring lion rs of the day, 
when they step aside from the demands of bnsiness and the earcs 
of industry, and come together to sit down and express their emo- 
tions of a|)i)reciation and gratitude for a work that has been 
accomplished among them, the occasion speaks volumes. And 
vet. not onlv vour ])resence here to-dav is bearini' rich testimonv. 
but you have had, in the eloquent words of the orator, in tlie 
melodious lines of the poet, and in the rich harmonies of music's 
strains, lauizuage that is in keci)ing with the time. There is 
little inoiv to be said. And vet though vour citv ffovernnient lias 
gathered here, though your peoi>le of all classes and oooupations 
havi' :is«<eni})led here, though the rcprosent^itives of other cities 
have joiiuMl Avitli vou on tliis occasion, though friends far and near 
ai'e united to-day ; foi* all that, there is a singular propriety that 
the good old Stale which is the mother of us all, that takes in all 
the louii-; nnd citii'^ with the pt'ople in them, nay, rather is made 
u|) out (»r them, that slie should be here and express her pleasure 
in this renewed mtmifestntion of the devotion of the people to 
their own Avelt'ari' and to their own highest advancement. 

It is not a new thing in Massachusetts for attention to be paid to 
literature and art and science Atti'Ulion has been paid to these 
things from the time of the first settlement on our soil. And 
when the ratlier> wrote the ('onsiitution, which is our charter to- 
day and will be lor li'cut'nitions. tliev expressed their devotion to 
the intercuts of rucratine. Amonu" the I'arlv statutes are fomnl 

*^ ft 

recorded :i<*t> (►!" the Lej^islnl lire not onlv authorizinir but seem- 
inuly diieei in-j. the j»eoj»lc to ninke |)r(»vi>ion in this dii'ectioii. 
The city ('l" .M:ilden >i:ind> e;.:iij».'ni:on with all the cities and towns 
throiigiMnit the ( 'oniin-'iiwe;ilili which lia\e shown their interest^^ in 
^^nc!i ent -ritrisr.^. A-^ you walk the streets, you lind here, on the 



I 



APPENDIX. 215 

one side and on tlie other, the \vell-or<l(»re(l and l)eautiful and 
cleanly lionies. There, von sav, dwell coiitentnient and Hecnritv 
and the fonndalion of ChriHtian lihcrtv. On the corntT next, von 
find the school house, with its doors throwMi wide open for the chil- 
dren of all, free for them to enter, abundant in its benefactions, 
ready to enlitchten an<l strenj^then and energize them. There is 
the church, vours or vour neiyjhbors', each standin<; for itself and 
oflFerint; an opi)()rt unity to worshij) as the conscience dictates. 
But vou will find as vou look around, that in every community 
tliere is a want that must be otherwise sui)plied. That want the 
public library meets. Some kind })erson sets up at the corner of 
the street a fountain and leads into it a stream of living water, 
and man and beast slake their thirst there and <i;o away stren«i;th- 
ened and refreshed. Mankind is stron<rer and firmer and better 
protected aji^ainst temptations to vice and indulgence by such ben- 
efactions as that. So, too, risinj^ above the mei'c bo<lily wants, 
he who puts within the re:ich of the ])eo])l(» the means by which 
they may freely drink into the mind the rich draughts of literature, 
lias contributed somethin^j: which is immeasurable iu its benefits. 
Su(!h an investment declares a dividend every day, an<l thouj^h not 
reconh'd in stock reports, it is written higher up on a record that 
is unimpeachable. All honor, then, to the generous and public- 
spirited d()nf)rs of this mai>:nificent and commodious buildin<;. All 
an<l abun<lant appreciation to the tenderness and the thou«;ht exem- 
plified in this work Day after day for many years these i)eoi)le 
have fi:one in and out of their homes and min<j:led with their fellow- 
citizens, and, no doubt, ]>assers-])y have thought *• they care little 
about us." And in all that time those hearts were melted under 
the sweet infiuences of fellow-sympathy and kindly wish, and the 
fruitii<);e has come here and now. Humanity never jumps out all 
arrayed in such a work unless it is the blossoming and the harvest 
of thought and feeling and sympathy that are d vine in their intent 
And it may be permissibh^ in this Maiden connnunitv, where Mr 
an<l Mrs. Converse are so well known, to say that this act is con- 
sistent with their whole course <)f life. The men and the women 
and the children that live now, and that shall live in the generati<ms 
to come, will declare that it was but one more act of their sympathy, 
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oti« more exprest>)OD of their l>cn«voleDc«. ooe more outcome of 1 
their genenxis bearta. AgaJu. K l» a reuewcd pr<M)f uf Uiatl 
opli'iKlid liusiness 6iin-v*e nliit'h i" [hmsiIiU* in lliis Tri'i.- Innrl t 
(■ure. It stMHls. Ifto, ae lj|»ifyinB 'lonicftic niiity. Thank God J 
(lie liUBbiiDd nncl wife nre dtiil one. And fio loDg a» hmttiaud Hod-fl 
wife siAitd together In home hihI m'IiocJ and t-bureh uiid State, we J 
tihull hav« n-Asiin li> lie iinniit of (Kir kind, of onr eitv, und of i. 
Common weal til. It stsmli', too, si,-m)iolic of tlie purest andl 
tcudereet parental love. It is this wliU-h alwiiye si>i'aka tient tofl 
the be»H. and tunebea us Mt decpK tJittl Inngiia^e fuils bi {E>ve ifcl 
cxpn-ssum. 

Ak it WM our pleasure this aftemooo to vieit the beautiful' 
liuilding. to admire the plann of developiikeut nod adoniiueiit, aa 
we wandered in iu iH-nutlfid hall and exauiiiied the works of art 
whieh hud t»i>en culhrriMl, and liMiktsI up aiid down at the v:iciint 
flliclTVf and sntieipatpil what was snrelv to come there, we saw 
two little innoreol f-'iildren sitting upon the areli before the {•'^a* 1 
Areplatv tiiat has i '» nllnde4l Ui. I'lie little nam mt tiwrc tilt J 
110' oR^i'ioU'i' iif ihi ■"•i-a-'ioii. ii]i|ir«.-iating nothing, rvpn of the] 
tlignily of piil<li,- -i;iti..ii. full of ilie enjoviiicnt of llio hi 
The; seemed to me to be mi expresaum of flte present and a 
prophecy of the future. The library shall give them a cordial 
greeting, and Md them take their faUier and mother br the hand 
and come in there with them and open these treasures for their 
enlightenment and purification. To-day will be a bright red-letter 
day in this town and in this community. It is gloriously com- 
memoratiTe of the dear son who has gone, and gltnioDsl; prophetic 
of B better life among the people. 
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Mr, Edwin M. Sliepard then read the following poem, 
written for the occasion by a citizen of Maiden : — 

THE PEOPLE'S RESPONSE. 

Behold a wonder in our midst ! 

Two kindred souls — our neighbors, friends — 
In life the wealth with which they *re bh'st 

Devote, in love, to life's •j:reat ends. 

Their generous gift of love's demand 

We consecrate most tendcrlv ; 
Memorial, ornate, and grand ! 

The Pt^ople's University ! 

Beautiful temple! Thy lines of grace; 

The tempered light within thy walls; 
The measun*d strength which <lotli embrace 

Thy larger and thy lesser halls ; 

The grandeur of the thoughts that planned ; 

The kindness of the hearts that gave ; 
AVhate'er for untold love doth stand. 

All that the dearest memories crave, — 

Are symbols of thy destiny ! 

Through generations thou shalt stand 
In comeliness and dignity. 

The wisdom of benignant mind ! 

A hope, a promise, and a light 

To weary searchers after truth ; 
A haven of rest, a pure delight. 

To rich and poor, to age and youth. 

'T is not the more the magnitude 

Than 't is the spirit of this good 
Which touchcth us — which doth include 

The Master's thought of brotherhood ! 
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Twitiii (,'lvur» for u iiobUtr ciuiael 
'lltv'it gnauiar Dionumvnt hIihII bo 

Nitr Atone, nor broiixt-, uor lilgii iiiiiiliwsv. 
lint grjiUifnl h«art'i4 nwect mrmnry. 

Onil ! wbii gav'at the power to give, 
Anil Niiillt<il npoD th« wIUh that gave, 

Blt^H tliuii ttipni still : Titing niay tlicy live ! 
Prom every ill win tlion lliom savi! 

Qli^M Ttiau with ruinnl graco the gift! 

OuIiIh ihoHe who hold tliv aacri'd trust, 
Tliftt uun It may ta Thiv uplift, 

Til [l«o more wtse sad pure uul Just 1 



'AimiMN SUNSKT" 



f?5rfnj^^ 



yUAKTKTTC 



BENEDICTION. 



RET. BKKJAHtK B. BULET, Or IIAU>EN. 



ORGAN P08TLUDE: 

Mabcb fboh the FiPTB SncPHONT . . Beethoven. 
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The following orders and resolutions were unanimously 
passed by the Board of Aldermen and Common (Council : — 

WiiKUEAS, The lion Elisha S. Converse and Marv I). Converse 
have given a building tx) be used for the purpose of a public 
library for the benefit of the people of Maiden ; a gift whicli opens 
rare opportunities for intellectual culture freely to all our citizens, 
and shows to the world a noble example of Christian thoughtfulncss 
for the welfare of others : 

Resolved, That the Mayor and City Council of the city of Mai- 
den, in the name of the people, rend<*r to the Hon. Klisha S. Con- 
verse and Mary D. Converse their heartfelt thanks for the gift of 
the Converse Memorial Building. 

That the Mayor be, and hereby is, authorized to have a copy 
of the resolution of thanks to the Hon. Elisha S. Converse and 
Mary I). Converse, for the gift of the Converse Memorial Building, 
entj^rossed, and sent to Mr. and Mrs. Converse. 

That the Mayor and Citv Council of the city of Maiden desire 
to ex])ress to the Hon. John 1). Lonjij, the thanks of the city, for 
his earnest and eUxjuent oration delivered on the occasion of the 
dedication of the Converse Memorial Building:. 

That the Mayor be, and hereby is, authorize<l to have a copy of 
the resolution of thanks to the Hon. »fohn 1). Long, for his oration 
on the occasion of the dedication of the Converse Memorial Build- 
ing, engrossed and sent to him. 

That the Mayor be, and hereby is, authorized and requested to 
extend the ji^rateful thanks of the city of Maiden to the Hon. 
Elisha S. Converse, Mary I). Converse, Hon. J. W. Converse, 
Costello C. Converse, M. Ida Converse, Harry E. Converse, 
Frances E. Converse, George L. Brown, (ieorge P. Holmes, How- 
ard P] Randall, William T. Robinson, Thomas Lang, Thomas 
K. Carey, Francis K. Carev, James Carey, Jr., E. F. Bickford, 
and Charles Merrill, for their recent gifts to the Maiden Publico 
Library. 

That the Mayor be, ami hereby is, authorized and requestiHl, in 
the name of the city, to gratefully reeoirnize the servicers of His 
Excellency the (lovernor, Hon. John K. C. Sleeper, Rev. Daniel 
W. Faunce, I). 1)., Obadiah H. Brown, Rev. J. W. Wellman, 
Rev. Joseph H. Mansfield, Edwin .M Shepard, Rev. Benjamin II. 
Bailey, and Rev. Samuel F. Smith, D. D. 
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In Board of Mayor and Aldermen. 

Resolvedj That tlic noble gift of Hon. Elisha 8. Couverse and 
Mrs. Mary I). Converse has received proud and grateful recogni- 
tion. 

Wliile Converse Memorial Building has been formally and with 
appropriate ceremonies accepted by the city ; while it has been 
consecrated to its sacred purpose with earnest prayer and cultured 
ehxiuence in speech and song ; while the thoughts that lie too deep 
for words have blessed the generous hearts that inspireil and 
created this far-reaching benefaction, it seems fitting that the 
Board of Mayor and Aldermen give such perpetuity as their 
records afford to the sense of obligation and gratitude under which 
the city gladly rests, to these kind friends who have placed on a 
sure foundation an institution which challenges time and holds 
kinship with eternity 

The public li))rary, enlarged and vivified by the generosity of Mr. 
and Mrs. E. S. Converse, who thus testifv that the welfare an<l 
happiness of others are their own highest enjoyment, opens wide 
its doors through which all may enter. 

It is ])lessed to receive, and our blessing is increased, for with 
the gift is bestowed the rich fruitage of honorable and lionore<l 
lives. 




1 



I 



CONVERSE MEMORIAL BUILDING 



ERECTED BY 



ELISHA S. AND MARY D. CONVERSE 



IN MEMORY OF THEIR SON 



FRANK EUGENE CONVERSE 



PRESENTED TO THE CITY OF MALDEN FOR THE USE 

OF A FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY AND 

GALLERY OF ART 



DEDICATED OCT. 1, MDCCCLXXXV 



! 



( 



LEITER FROM I). P. COREY, 

PrKSII>KNT ok the HoAUD of TuL'STERS of the MaL1>EN rUULlO LllJUAHY. 



But Ji 1)ricf period of oigliteen montlis has passed since tlio 
Converse M(»niorial Building was dedicated. 

That its influence for good is already 1)eing felt J)y the 
people of Maiden is indicated by the following letter from 
Mr. D. P. Corey, president of the Board of Trustees of the 
Maiden Public Library, — himself a public-spirited and dis- 
tinguished citizen of that city : — 

Maldkn, Miuch 31, 1H«7. 

Deak AIk. Hill, — The inlliu'iu-c which the C'onvt?rse iMeiiiorial 
Building has luul upon the prosperity of llu' libnu'V, which fnids its 
very pleasant anil appropriate home within its walls, cannot easily 
be over-estimated. Since the removal, fresh life and energy seem 
to have come to it, every department has been (piickened, and it 
is silently and surely doinj; its proper work in moulding and tem- 
pering the intelleirtual an<l moral spirit of the connnunity, and 
directing its growth. As an institution it is steailily giiining 
strength, and every year adds to its power for good. 

The noble gift of our friends has provided it with a home, 
around which the holiest and kindliest feelings of the human heart 
will jijather from its association with the voun-' life whose memorv 
it kee|)S, and it has brought with it an inii)ortance and permanence 
which otherwise the librarv miijht never have gained. The new 
building, l)esides a liberal i)rovision for the shelving of our col- 
lections, which now number about thirtven thousand volumes, gives 
an opportunity for an ample and pleasant rea<ling-room, which 
being well supplied with reviews an»l majjjazines and hung with 
pictures, furnishes advantages which are appreciated an<l enjoyed- 
bv vcrv manv readers. In addition, a carefullv selected and 
steadily growing reference library is open to all comers. 
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The art gallery, which the liberality of these and other friends 
has filled with valuable and interesting works, is a conscant and 
never-failing attraction to our people and the many strangers who 
visit. it. As an educator, it is an instrnment of progress and has 
a solid basis of utility, while artistically it is worthy of the build- 
ing which Mr. Richardson pronounced the best work, in certain 
qualities, which he had produced. 

Yours very truly, 

D. P. COREY. 
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RECORDS ADDITIONAL. 



The author of tlie foregoing family records recommeuds that 
each family, who receives a copy of this book, enter, on the fol- 
lowing blank pages, such corrections as ought to be made, and all 
births, marriages, deaths, removals, etc., as they may occur in 
their families ; and from time to time send a copy of their 
writings to the author for future publication. 
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